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College of Arts and Sciences

Chairperson's Application for Approval of a New Course

DATE: 12/21/05

TO:     CAS Academic Dean 

FROM: Sarah Gabel, Acting Chairperson

DEPARTMENT: Fine Arts

1.   PROPOSED NEW COURSE: 

· Course Number: 217

· Credit Hours: 3

· Course Title: Digital Photography

· Title Abbreviation: Digital Photography

(Titles longer than 25 character positions must be abbreviated to not more than 25 character positions, exclusive of cross listing notations, for computer printouts. Count spaces and punctuation marks into total. Please limit punctuation to colons, ampersands (&), and dashes, if possible.)
2. CROSS-LISTINGS: 

(NOTE: All cross-listings must be approved by the chairperson(s) of the cross-listed department(s).) 

·  Course Number: 

· Credit Hours: 

· Course Title: 

· Title Abbreviation: 

            Signature(s) of Concurring Chairperson (on original forms):                              Date 

3.    PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING REGARDING THIS PROPOSED NEW     COURSE: 

· What, if any, will be the prerequisites for this course? Photography I, FNAR 115

· Will it be a prerequisite for any other course? No

· Will it be required for the major? Yes, for students with Photography emphasis, Studio Art concentration

· Should any course presently offered be dropped? No

· Date or term in which this new course becomes effective: Fall, 2006

· Which full-time faculty members will be prepared to teach or supervise this course? James Jensen

· Are available material resources (e.g., library, laboratory) adequate for the course? Yes

· Are adequate resources available in the library? (Yes or No) Yes

· If no, approximate cost of obtaining sufficient resources: 


Signature of Bibliographer  (on original form):                                     
Date 
  

· Explain briefly the writing component of this course. Essay: describe and analyze the work of a contemporary digital photographer

· Has this course been offered as a special topics course? Yes

· If yes, how many times? 3

· When? Fall ’05, Summer ’04, Spring ‘01

· What enrollment? 12 - 18

4.    REASONS FOR ADDING THIS, COURSE: New photographic technology is increasingly accessible and functional for both creative and applied uses. For a comprehensive study of the medium Studio Art majors in Photography should gain expertise with this essential tool. There is also considerable interest in the general student population to explore the potential of digital photography.
  

5.    CATALOG DESCRIPTION OF NEW COURSE: An introduction to digital photography as medium of communication and personal expression.  Students learn the fundamental operation of the digital camera, flatbed scanner and inkjet printer. A working knowledge of these essential technologies along with picture-editing software will enable the student to continue exploring the photographic themes and vision initiated in previous courses. The course emphasizes the visual opportunities unique to digital technology.
  

6. PLEASE INCLUDE A SYLLABUS (and bibliography, if available). 


7. 7.    SIGNATURES: (on original form) 

· Chairperson                                                                                     
Date 

· Academic Council Representative                                                    
Date 

· Academic Dean                                                                               
Date 

· Registrar's Approval of Course Number                                            Date 

            After approval has been given, and the course added to the Title Database, this form will be returned to the Academic Dean who will forward it to the chairperson of the initiating department. 
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Instructor Name








Instructor e-mail








Instructor office hours
Prerequisite
 Photography I, FNAR #115.  From this foundation course in photography students should be familiar with the basics of exposure, light meter operation, visual characteristics of different exposure choices, lens properties, the relationships of film speed and image quality, and the tools and procedures of traditional black and white printing.  Each of these topics has an analog in digital photography that you will continue to exploit.

Course Description

 An introduction to digital photography as a medium of communication and personal expression.  Students learn the fundamental operation of the digital camera, flatbed scanner and inkjet printer.  A working knowledge of these essential technologies along with Adobe Photoshop software will enable the student to continue exploring the photographic themes and vision initiated in previous courses.  The course emphasizes the visual opportunities unique to digital technology.
Goals
 The course has four broad and interrelated goals.  The first is to gain sufficient knowledge of digital technology to provide adequate control over the medium.  These skills will increase with continuing practice as the course progresses.  The second goal is to then apply those skills to creative and expressive ends as shaped by the assignments.  As a continuation of the study of photography, the third goal is to extend your visual vocabulary by using this most recent incarnation of photographic technology.  The final goal is to develop the visual awareness and critical abilities to expand your own understanding of the creative process as well as to analyze and respond to the work of others, largely a product of the group critiques of assignments and final portfolio.

Format
 Class time is divided among lectures covering technical topics; software, scanner and printer demonstrations; computer laboratory working time; and a group critique of each assignment.  The purpose of the critique is to help student assess the work in terms of the challenges of the assignment; to discover ways to analyze and express reactions to the work of fellow students; and most importantly, to increase self-awareness of the technical and creative decisions and motives that go into every image. Expect shooting and computer lab work outside of class to vary between one and two times the number of contact hours.  
Text

Required: Joy of Digital Photography, (JDP), Jeff Wignall

Recommended: Visual Quickstart Guide: Adobe Photoshop CS, Elaine Weinmann & Peter Lourekas
Cameras
 The Department of Fine Arts will provide a fully-adjustable digital camera for use in this course.  Cameras and peripherals are signed out to a team of two students for the entire semester.  It is the responsibility of the team to exchange equipment back and forth so that each individual can complete assignments on time.  Each student must sign a “receipt & reimbursement” agreement that holds him/her responsible for the repair or replacement cost of equipment damaged or lost while in his/her possession.

If students provide their own digital camera it should have a minimum 3 megapixel capture, minimum 64 MB memory card, manual as well as automatic exposure modes, white balance feature, preferably with capacity to capture in RAW as well as JPEG mode.

Students must also have access to an adjustable 35mm film camera as some assignments will originate with film negatives or slides that will then be scanned.
Supplies
Mac-formatted Zip disk or flash drive to store images

5 blank CD-R disks for archiving finished work

memory card reader or camera cord to download from camera to Macintosh computer

per page cost of color printing includes paper; other inkjet papers optional

Resources
MacMall: 800.222.2808, www.macmall.com
MacZone: 800.248.0800, www.maczone.com
Micro Center: 2645 N. Elston, 773.292.1700

Calumet Photographic: 1111 N. Cherry, 312.440.4920

Central Camera: 230 S. Wabash, 312.427.5580

Helix Camera & Video: 310 S. Racine, 312.421.6000

Adobe Photoshop CS Help Online: www.adobe.com/products/photoshop/main.html 

Free online Photoshop tutorials: 

www.osxquide.com/modules.php?op=modload&name=news&file=article&sid=170
www.photoshopsupport.com/tutorials.html
www.photoshopcafe.com/photoshop%20cs.html
Grades: Course grade is determined by equally averaging 5 assignment grades, 2 exam scores, written essay, final portfolio, and attendance/class participation.

A Final Portfolio of 10 images, two from each assignment, is to be presented on the Final Exam day as published in the university calendar.

Primary considerations in evaluating assignments is how thorough, sustained and accomplished is your investigation of the conceptual, aesthetic and technical challenges of each project.

Because receiving feedback on your work during group critiques is in integral part of the learning process, grades for assignments turned in late are lowered one letter grade for each class day the project is late.

“Incomplete” will only be considered for a serious, documented medical issue or family tragedy and is given at the sole discretion of the instructor.  A written request for “Incomplete” must be made by the time of the last class meeting.

Class Schedule:

Week One
Overview, introduction to digital photography

Exposure review

JDP: 27 – 46, 69 – 97

Week Two

The digital camera, basic features and operation

Individual assistance

White balance exercise (ungraded)

JDP: 47 – 57

Week Three

White balance exercise due (as images on computer monitor)

Quiz/camera features and operation

Photoshop orientation

Assignment #1/Form, Composition and Texture

JDP: 98 – 149, 227 – 255

Week Four
Photoshop tools

Digital printing demonstration

Lab

Week Five

Assignment # 1 due/Critique

Assign #2/Narrative

JDP: 88, 94, 147, 224

Week Six

Flatbed scanner demonstration

JDP: 257 – 275

Week Seven

Assignment #2 due/Critique

Assign #3/Collage

JDP: 277 – 295

Week Eight

Scanning

Photoshop filters

Lab
Week Nine

Quiz/Photoshop software, scanner, printer features and operation

Assign Essay/Describe, analyze imagery of contemporary digital photographer

Lab

Week Ten

Assignment #3 due

Assign #4/Self-portrait

Week Eleven

Lab

Week Twelve

Assignment #4 due/Critique

Assign #5/Suggestive Abstraction-The Grid

Week Thirteen

Essay paper due

Lab

Week Fourteen

Assignment #5 due/Critique

Week Fifteen

Final Critique

Final Portfolio of 10 images due

