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College of Arts and Sciences

Chairperson's Application for Approval of a New Course

DATE: Oct 3, 2006

TO:     CAS Academic Dean 

FROM:  Marcia Hermansen

DEPARTMENT: Islamic World Studies (Program)

1.   PROPOSED NEW COURSE: 

· Course Number: IWS 104

· Credit Hours: 3

· Course Title: Global History since 1500 (selected sections)

· Title Abbreviation: 

(Titles longer than 25 character positions must be abbreviated to not more than 25 character positions, exclusive of cross listing notations, for computer printouts. Count spaces and punctuation marks into total. Please limit punctuation to colons, ampersands (&), and dashes, if possible.)

2. CROSS-LISTINGS: 

(NOTE: All cross-listings must be approved by the chairperson(s) of the cross-listed department(s).) 

·  Course Number: History 104

· Credit Hours: 3

· Course Title: History 104: Global History since 1500 

Title Abbreviation: 

            Signature(s) of Concurring Chairperson (on original forms):                              Date 

3.    PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING REGARDING THIS PROPOSED NEW COURSE: 

· What, if any, will be the prerequisites for this course? none

· Will it be a prerequisite for any other course? no

· Will it be required for the major? no

· Should any course presently offered be dropped? no

· Date or term in which this new course becomes effective: Fall 2007

· Which full-time faculty members will be prepared to teach or supervise this course?  Kim Searcy only

· Are available material resources (e.g., library, laboratory) adequate for the course? yes

· Are adequate resources available in the library? (Yes or No) yes

· If no, approximate cost of obtaining sufficient resources: 


Signature of Bibliographer  (on original form):                                     
Date 
  

· Explain briefly the writing component of this course. Essays and essay exams.

· Has this course been offered as a special topics course? 

· If yes, how many times? It is currently being offered yes

· When? 

· What enrollment? 40

4.    REASONS FOR ADDING THIS, COURSE: to allow specific sections of this course to be counted towards an Islamic World Studies Minor depending on course content  Eventually a new course with a separate number is planned.
  

5.    CATALOG DESCRIPTION OF NEW COURSE: 


This course already exists and the same description will apply
6. PLEASE INCLUDE A SYLLABUS (and bibliography, if available). 


7. 7.    SIGNATURES: (on original form) 

· Chairperson                                                                                     
Date 

· Academic Council Representative                                                    
Date 

· Academic Dean                                                                               
Date 

· Registrar's Approval of Course Number                                            Date 

            After approval has been given, and the course added to the Title Database, this form will be returned to the Academic Dean who will forward it to the chairperson of the initiating department. 

History 104 - Survey of Islamic Civilizations: 570-1900 C.E.

Prof. Kim Searcy





Office Hours:

Crown Ct.Rm.530 




M. W. 1:30 p.m.-2:30 p.m.

or by appointment.

Course Objectives: 

This course traces the spread of Islam from its origins in the Arabian peninsula to its penetration into Africa, Europe and Asia. The primary purpose of this course is explore the various ways is Islam was spread, and the effect it has had on the individual cultures it has encountered. This task will be accomplished by critically reading the texts assigned and discussing the readings in class.  The texts comprise both primary and secondary sources which begin with a treatment of the pre-Islamic Arabian milieu and ends with the late colonial period in Indonesia. 

Course Requirements:

The History of the Islam has, and to a great extent continues to be a portrait painted with a brush dipped in ignorance, myth and stereotype.  In order to re-paint this portrait in a more balanced hue, one must reflect and critically analyze the sources that treat the subject.  Students are expected to read the assigned texts and come to class prepared to discuss the readings in a critical manner. There will be four group presentations of the four historical novels, and each student, not the presenters alone, are required to participate in the discussions during these presentations. In addition, there will be a mid-term examination, and a final.  These examinations will of course be in essay format where the student will be given six questions, and will be required  to answer four of the six questions in complete sentences.   These examinations must be submitted before the beginning of class on the due date. There will be no acceptance of late papers or electronic submissions. 

Attendance and Participation:

Regular attendance and punctuality are required. Attendance and performance are inextricably linked. It is not fortuitous that those students who achieve the highest scores are those who are punctual and attend class regularly. Entering the class late and leaving before the class is dismissed is viewed with disfavor and will affect one’s final grade in relationship to class participation.  This sort of behavior is intensely disruptive. If a student did not inform the professor before-hand and knows that he or she will be more than two or three minutes late then he or she should not entertain the thought of entering the classroom because the student will automatically be marked as absent.  Each unexcused absence will result in a student’s grade being lowered one letter grade. 

Grading:  

2 exams @ 100 points each         200

4 written assignments @ 25 points each  100points      100

class participation   100 points     100 


                                        400

Final grades: 351-400 =A

                      301-350 =B


          251-300 =C

Required Texts:  

Ayoub, Mahmoud , Islam:  Faith and History.

Kennedy, Hugh, The Prophet and the Age of the Caliphates.

Moreh, Shmuel ed. and trans., Al-Jabarati’s Napoleon in Egypt.

Niane, D.T., Sundiata:  An Epic of Old Mali. 

Said, Kurban, Ali and Nino: Love Story.

Toer, Pramoedya Ananta, This Earth of Mankind.

The following recommended texts are on reserve at the Library:

Cleary, Thomas, The Wisdom of the Prophet: Sayings of Muhammad.

Collins, Robert O. Western African History 

Esposito, John, Islam:  The Straight Path. 

Lewis, Bernard, Islam: Politics and War vol. 1: 

//           //           Islam: Religion and Society vol.2  

Trimingham, Lewis, Islam in the Sudan.

McNeil, William H. and Robinson, Marilyn W.(eds.), The Islamic World

August 28- Introduction:


    Review of Syllabus and Course Requirements.

The Arabian Peninsula

August 30-Lecture on pre-Islamic Arabian Milieu: Byzantium and Sassanid Empires.

September 1-Meet at the Library for Instruction Concerning How to Conduct Library Research.

Assignment for September 6-Read pp. 1-14 in Kennedy’s, The Prophet And the Age Of the Caliphates. Read handout of Mu’allaqa of Alqama : Come to class prepared to discuss the nature of the pre-Islamic Arab world view as revealed by the poem of Alqama.

Sept. 8-Discussion on Tribal Humanism. Lecture on Arabia before the Prophet Muhammad’s Revelation. 

Assignment for Sept. 11- Read the prologue, and chapter one in Ayoub’s Islam:  Faith and History. In addition read The Wisdom of the Prophet.

Sept. 11-Discussion on the Prophet Muhammad in Mecca. What is the main theme of the Meccan chapters that appear in Ayoub’s book?

Assignment for Sept. 13- Read chapters two and three in Ayoub. 

Sept. 13-Discussion on the Nascent Muslim Community in Medina and the Medinan chapters of the Quran.

Assignment for Sept.15 –Read pp. 15-49 in Kennedy, pp.67-75 in The Islamic World ed. McNeil and Waldman, and chapter four in Ayoub’s book. 

Sept. 15-The Formative period of Muslim History: Lecture on the Wars of Apostasy, and the first two of the Four Orthodox Caliphs: Abu Bakr(634-632 CE) and Umar ibn al-Khattab(634-644CE).

Assignment for Sept. 18-Read pp. 50-68 in Kennedy.

Sept. 18- Discussion on the consolidation of Muslim power in the Arabian peninsula and the tragic endings of the last two of the Four Orthodox Caliphs:  Uthman ibn Affan(644-656CE), and Ali ibn Abi Talib(656-661CE).

Assignment for Sept. 20- Read pp.69-81 in Kennedy, and chapter five in Ayoub.

Sept.  20- Discussion on The Ummayads: The Ascendancy.

Assignment for Sept. 22- Read pp. 82-102 in Kennedy, pp.23-26 in Lewis’ Islam vol1(on reserve), and chapter 7 in Ayoub.

Sept. 22- Continue discussion on the Umayyads:  The Decline.

Assignment for Sept. 25-Read:  pp.103-123, in Kennedy, pp. 27-39 in Lewis’ vol1, and chapter 8 in Ayoub.  

Sept. 25- View documentary Baghdad during the Abbasid Dynasty, and discuss the following question: what was the overarching reason for the Abbasid’s ascendancy in this period? 

Assignment for Sept. 27-Read pp. 124-148 in Kennedy.

Sept. 27- Continue discussion concerning the Abbasid period:  The Decline.

Assignment for Sept. 29:  Read pp. Lewis vol.1 Islam pp39-42, and pp.77-84 in the same text. 

Sept.29- The Mongols and the sack of Baghdad and the end of the Abbasid Caliphate.

October 2-Examination:  The Spread of Islam in the Arabian Peninsula.

Africa

Islam’s Penetration into North and West Africa.

October 4-Discussion concerning Islam’s arrival in North and West Africa.

Assignment for October 6-Read: Robert O Collins’ Western African History, pp. 1-31, which is on reserve.  The Sundiata Epic, in order to participate in the class discussion on October 13. 

October 6-Discussion on the Soninke Empire of Ghana, and the Mande Empire of Mali

Assignment for October 11-Read pp. 32-41 from Collins, and  Hiskett article:  “Islam in the states and cities of the Sahara and western Sudan,” which will be handed out in class.

October 11-Discussion on the last of the great West African Medieval Empires: Songhay.

October 13-Class Presentation:  The Sundiata Epic. First Critical Essay Due.

Assignment for October 16-Read pp. 39-59, in Trimingham’s Islam in the Sudan, which is on reserve.  

October 16-Discussion concerning Islam’s penetration into the Nile Valley.

What were the factors affecting the spread of Islam in this area during this early period? 

Assignment for October 18- Read pp.59-80 in Trimingham.

October 18-Continue discussion on the Nile Valley: Nubia.

Assignment for October 20: Read pp. 309-336 in Kennedy. In addition, begin reading al-Jabarati’s Napoleon in Egypt in order to present it on October 27. 

October 20-Discussion concerning Early Islamic Egypt and the Fatimids.

Assignment for October 23-Read pp. 337-345 in Kennedy. Read pp. 11-17 in Hiskett article, “The Sahara, North Africa and Egypt in relation to the west and central Sudan.”

October 23- Continue discussion concerning Egypt.

Assignment for October 25-Prepare for Class presentation.

October 25-View documentary:  Wonders of the African World.

October 27-Class presentation of al-Jabarati’s Napoleon in Egypt.  Second critical essay due at the beginning of class.

Europe

Islam’s Penetration into Europe

Assignment for October 30- pp.305-321,“Islam and Christendom,” in The Oxford History of Islam--on reserve at the library.

October 30-View documentary, Arab Aesthetics in 9th century Spain. Discussion concerning Andulusia. Discuss the following question:  what factors in your opinion hastened the process of Arabization in the Iberian peninsula?

Assignment for Nov.1 – Read pp. 329-341 in The Oxford History of Islam.  Begin reading Said’s, Ali and Nino: A Love Story in order to present it on November 10. 

Nov. 1- Conclude discussion on Andulusia, and begin discussion concerning the Crusades.

Assignment for Nov. 3- Read pp. 341-345, 371-375 in The Oxford History of Islam. 

Nov. 3- Begin discussion on the Ottoman Empire.

Assignment for Nov. 6-Read pp. 375-393 in The Oxford History of Islam.

Nov.6-Continue our discussion on the Ottoman Empire. 

Nov. 8-Conclude our discussion on the Ottoman Empire.

Nov. 10-Class presentation of Ali and Nino:  A Love Story.  Third critical essay due.

Nov. 13-View documentary, Forgetting the Arabs:  Europe on the cusp of the Renaissance. Discuss the following question: what caused the decline of Islamic influence in the world from the 13th century onwards? Do you agree with the experts’ opinions?

Asia

Assignment for Nov. 15- Read pp. 395-408 in The Oxford History of Islam.

Nov. 15-Discussion on the Mughal Empire.

Assignment for Nov. 17-Read pp. 409-420 in Oxford History.

Nov. 17-Discuss the decline of the Mughal Empire.

Assignment for Nov. 20- Read pp. 422-431 in Oxford History. Begin reading Toer’s, This Earth of Mankind in order to present it on December 8.

Nov. 20-Discussion on Islam in Indonesia, and Malaysia.

Nov.27- Continue our discussion on Islam in Indonesia and Malaysia.

Assignment for Nov. 30-pp.433-442 in Oxford History.  

Nov.30- Discussion concerning the Silk Road and the Islamization of China and central Asia

Assignment for Dec. 1-Read pp. 443-456 in Oxford History.

Dec. 1-The Silk Road, and Central Asia’s Islamization continued.

Assignment for Dec. 4- Read pp. 457-473 in Oxford History. 

Dec. 4-View documentary: “The Silk Road:  Across the Taklamakan Desert.” 

Dec. 6-View remainder of the documentary, and conclude our discussion concerning Islam in Asia.

Dec. 8-Class Presentation of Toer’s, This Earth of Mankind, and final critical essay due.

Dec. 13- Final Examination.

