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College of Arts and Sciences

Academic Council

Minutes

DATE:
December 10, 2003

PLACE:
Damen Hall 147, LSC

TIME:
6:00 PM 

Members Present:  M. Balasis, D. Birge, M. Boyd, I. Crawford, G. Dobrov, B. Fiorentino, A. Giaquinto, C. Gilbert, T. Gross-Diaz (Chair), M. Hermansen, J. Kerkering, E. Lozano, M. Maher, L. Miller, C. Peterson, T. Petzel, B. Pickett, T. Pintchman, R. Sedam, L. Stalans, M. Udo, A. Vander Nat, and J.A. Williams.

Guest:  A. Lurigio

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 pm.  

Approval of the Agenda –Vote: Unanimous. Motion carried.

Approval of the Minutes – Motion: To approve the Minutes of the 11/19/03 Meeting with corrections. Vote: Unanimous. Motion carried. 

2521 Committees Reports  

I. Bylaws Committee – No report at this time.

II. Core Curriculum Committee – No report at this time. 

III. Curriculum Committee – Dr. Vander Nat
1. 
New Minor – Urban Studies - and New Course – URB 397/PLSC 397 - Urban Studies Research.  The new minor requires 18 credits or 6 courses.  This proposed new course will be cross-listed with Political Science, has no prerequisites and is not a prereq for any course.  It must be taken concurrently with SOCL/PLSC 335, The Urban Seminar, thereby creating a 2-course capstone combination.  


Concerns were expressed about where (in which department) the new Minor would be administered, noting that there is much more to administering a minor than just advising students.  Additionally, a significant commitment is implied for use of CURL resources.  Without the original forms with concurring signatures, it is not clear that they support this new minor.  It was suggested that the point on p. 4 bottom section, item #1, be rewritten as follows:

1.  
Research Methods _______________ (identify dept/course no*)  (co- concurrent or prerequisite with  to SOCL 335/PLSC 335 and URB 397)

2522 Motion: To approve the new Urban Studies Minor and the new course, URB 397/PLSC 397-Urban Studies Research with the conditions that 1) Signature(s) for CURL’s approval be obtained, and 2) Identify who will administer this new minor.  Vote:  19-0-1.  Motion carried.

2.
New Course – ANTH 107 – Ancient Worlds.  This course has no prerequisites and is not a prereq for any course.  It is an elective course.  

2523 Motion: To approve the new course, ANTH 107 - Ancient Worlds.  Vote: Unanimous.  Motion carried.
3.
New 5-Year Dual Degree – BS/M.Ed. – Bachelor of Science in Biology and Masters in Education.
This is new program, not a new degree.  This combined program consists of normal curricula for the BS in Biology and the Masters of Education.  The compression for 6 years to 5 years is accomplished by counting 9 graduate hours in Education toward both the 128 hrs. for the BS and the 30 hrs. for the M.Ed, leaving 21 graduate credit hours to be taken during the 5th year.  The curriculum committee supports this proposal.  Concern was expressed whether the CIEP M64 – Methods of Teaching Secondary Science – could be taken by any Biology major for majors credit.  If not, would a student who takes this course and then later decides not to go on to complete the M.Ed., have to take another Biology elective to complete the BS?  

2524 Motion: To approve the new 5-Year dual Degree Program, BS in Biology and M.Ed. in Secondary Education with the conditions that,1) Clarification of whether any Biology major can take CIEP M64 (Methods of Teaching Secondary Science) as an elective for the BS in Biology, and 2) Confirm if a student after admission to the program, decides not to continue into the 5th year, must take an additional elective to replace CIEP M64.  Vote: 22-0-1.  Motion carried.

4.
Change to the Medieval Studies Minor – The proposed changes are intended to make the program more flexible for students by changing 1) Students may take MSTU 300-301 as early as their sophomore year (instead of junior year), 2) Take one course from three of the four core fields (instead of one from each of the 4 core fields), and 3) Students must take 2 courses from the list of electives, one of which may be Latin.  After a short discussion where it was noted that the Course Change Forms needed to be submitted for permanent cross-listing, the department withdrew the 4th item that Latin 131 and 132 be permanently cross-listed, and should instead be considered possible electives.  

2525 Motion: To approve the changes as outlined above, to the Medieval Studies Minor.  Vote:  Unanimous.  Motion carried.  

5.
New Major – International Cinema, Video and New Media. After discussion with the Curriculum Committee, this proposal was withdrawn by the initiating committee for further revisions.

6.
New Major – Interdisciplinary Major in Human Services.  After discussion with the Curriculum Committee, this proposal was withdrawn by the initiating committee for further revisions.

7.
New Major – Journalism.  This major requires 39 credit hours and completion of a Minor in another department (not Communication), which can serve as a context for their journalistic work.  It was noted that there is a new required course on History and Critical Issues in Journalism, and no paperwork was submitted to approve the course. 


Dr. Crawford stated that the Committee has been in contact with major media figures to provide input into the development of this program.  In speaking with a representative sample of journalists, it was clear that they want to hire individuals with practical skills and a strong Liberal Arts background.  He is confident that our students would be highly employable.  When asked if we would have sufficient numbers of students who would be interested in this major, Dr. Crawford stated that when high school students are polled about interests, Journalism is 2nd or 3rd behind Education.  

2526 Motion: To approve the new major in Journalism with the conditions that 1) Accept the Friendly Amendment to add a second major option in lieu of a minor, 2) Paperwork, including a syllabus for the new course on History and Critical Issues in Journalism be submitted for review and  approval, and 3) Submit a shortened catalog description. Vote: 12-1-7.  Motion carried.

IV. 
Elections Committee– No report at this time.

V.
Dean’s Search Committee – No report at this time.

VI.
Writing Intensive (WI) Committee – Dr. Birge 

Dr. Birge reminded AC members that responses from representatives regarding Department opinion on the Writing Intensive Program are due to her by 1/10/04.

VII.
Track/Concentration/Focus – Dr. Birge reported that not many responses have been received to date. Dr. Peterson commented that to him a track implies a progression of courses whereas, a focus or concentration indicated a critical mass.  Dr. Birge responded that these terms are used in different ways in different areas.  For instance, a Minor is usually 6 courses; the tracks in Psychology are more like majors; and concentrations in English are similar to a Minor.  Dr. Boyd noted that Chemistry must use the term “Emphasis” to maintain their accreditation.  Dr. Lozano noted that Communication used to have tracks and got rid of them but, now have emphases (don’t appear on the transcripts). Dr. Udo stated that Physics does not put them on the transcripts but, rather uses the “track” as an advising tool.  Dr. Gross-Diaz indicated that we should come to some agreement on terminology for these “collections of courses” and whether or not it will be included on the student’s transcripts.  Dr. Birge agreed to put together a list for AC to review and approve.

VIII.
USG – Student Government – No report at this time.

2527 Dean’s Report – Dr. Crawford 

1.
Enrollments – The Freshman class has been balanced to match the faculty.  Dr. Crawford stated that he would provide data to update the enrollment data at each AC meeting.  Dr. Udo suggested that this information could be distributed by e-mail or on the web with the AC Agenda.

2.
Sociology/Anthropology -  The final approval has been given to divide the Sociology and Anthropology Department into two separate departments effective Fall 04.  There has been significant growth in Anthropology and it is no longer in  the best interests of both departments. 

3.
School of Education (SOE) - Proposals for new collaborative degree programs between CAS and SOE will be coming to AC for review and approval this Spring.  Examples are English as a New Language and Science Education  are in development.

4.  
Thanks to the Curriculum Committee – Dr. Crawford expressed special thanks to Dr. Vander Nat and the Curriculum Committee for their hard work.  He said he appreciates their flexibility and diligence.

2528 Chair’s Report – Dr. Gross-Diaz
1.
Library  - Dr. Gross-Diaz indicated that she met with Wayne Magdziarz regarding expansion of the Library and future needs.  He indicated that they are looking at short and long term needs.

2529
New Business

1.
+/- Grades – Dr. Gross-Diaz indicated that the +/- Grade issue is being discussed by the UPC and the PeopleSoft team.  An implementation date will be coming soon.  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 pm.

