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 College of Arts and Sciences

Chairperson's Application for Approval of a Course Change

TO:    


CAS Academic Dean 

DATE: 

January 25, 2005

FROM: 

Patricia Hernes


DEPARTMENT: 
Department of Fine Arts/Music

l. COURSE AS IT PRESENTLY APPEARS: 

      Course Title:  Wind Ensemble/Jazz Band
      Course Number:
MUSC 109

Credit Hours:  Variable Credit (1-2) Cr.hours
2. DISCONTINUED COURSE:  Indicate N/A if not applicable.  NA



NOTE: If the course is to be deleted from the data file and the catalogue because it is no longer offered by your department, forward this form to the academic dean for approval. (It is not necessary to complete the rest of this form.)  

3. TYPE OF CHANGE:  Indicate N/A if not applicable. 
A. Course Title    Wind Ensemble

B. 
Title Abbreviation                                                                                                              

NOTE: Titles longer than 25 character positions must be abbreviated to not more than 25 character positions, exclusive of cross‑listing notations, for computer print‑cuts. Count spaces and punctuation marks into total. Please limit punctuation to colons, ampersands (&), and dashes if possible.

C.
Course Number:  MUSC 110
D. Credit Hours:  1

E. Course Description (including prerequisites): 

Rehearsal and performance of standard wind ensemble music. Members must have previous band expereince. Ordinarily, students provide their own instruments. Performance each semester.

F. Cross‑Listings:  NOTE: All cross‑listings must be approved by the chairperson(s) of the cross‑listed department(s).


Department




Course No.          

Department




Course No.          



Signature of Concurring Chairperson(s)

G.

Other    (please specify):                                                                                                                 

4. REASON FOR PROPOSED CHANGE:    (please describe)
When the music major was first established MUSC 109 covered both music and format for wind ensemble performance and the second half of the time period utilized music and performance format applicable to jazz band. This past year interest has allowed the conductor to split and make more appropriate music and techniques particular to each segment and thus a need has arisen to split the course into two distinct experiences for students who wish to repeat the credit in each segment. This is providing a fuller engagement with the music, techniques, performance demands of two distinctly different approaches to the ensemble groups involved. 

5. DATE/TERM IN WHICH THIS CHANGE BECOMES EFFECTIVE: 

Fall 2005

6. APPROVALS:

Signature of Academic Dean:






Date 

Registrar's Approval 


Of 
Course:








Date 
After approval has been given, and the change applied to the computer files, this form, will be returned to the academic dean who will forward it to the initiating departmental chairperson.

Wind Ensemble

MUSC 110
Spring Semester 2005

T-Th 2:30-3:45 pm

Mundelein Center Auditorium

Mark A. Taylor

Mundelein Center 718

(773) 508-8311

mtayl2@luc.edu
OVERVIEW

The goal of this course is twofold.  First, in a general sense, its objective is to develop in the student a lifelong love of, appreciation for, and knowledge about music.  Second and more specifically, it is to challenge the student to achieve a superior level of performance while exploring some of the most important literature in the wind repertoire.

As a student-member, you will develop a deeper sensitivity not only toward outstanding musicianship, but also with regard to historical style, performance practices, and aesthetics. In addition to high expectations as an instrumentalist, your ability to apply intellect and spirit in meaningful ways during rehearsals and concerts is also expected. 

Membership in the Wind Ensemble is open to any student who qualifies through audition.  For music majors, successful completion of this course fulfills your ensemble requirement for the semester.

AUDITION

All Wind Ensemble students will be asked to take a playing audition at the beginning of the semester for seating and part assignments.  The audition will consist of: 

· a chromatic scale for the full range of your instrument (up and down)

· 2 major scales of your choice (2 octaves up and down – need not be memorized)

· a short sight reading excerpt

· It is recommended that students bring an etude, solo, or piece of music from past years of study as an example of their capabilities.  This prepared piece is helpful but not required.

· Percussionists will be asked to play sight-readings on SD, timp., and marimba

GRADING, ATTENDANCE, AND PARTICIPATION
Playing in an ensemble is a collaborative exercise.  Regular participation and continuous evaluation are crucial to the success of any group.  Unlike in other courses where a student’s absence is a choice affecting only his/her own work in the course, an absence from an ensemble class affects everyone’s course work.  Remember: “Practicing is for learning our own part; rehearsals are for learning everyone else’s parts.”

Attendance is required at each rehearsal and sectional. Attendance is taken at the beginning of each rehearsal.

• If you arrive late or must leave early from a rehearsal, speak to a manager at an appropriate time outside of rehearsal to ensure that your attendance is properly recorded.  Late arrivals do not affect your grade, but are recorded for the director to monitor rehearsal efficiency.  Please note: every effort is made to note accurate attendance, but it is the student’s responsibility to make sure attendance is recorded when arriving late.  Be sure to see the manager after rehearsal to check.  Adjustments will not be made after the fact.

• Requests for being excused from a rehearsal are decided by the director. Excused absence requests must be in writing, preferably by E-mail and in advance. Typically (but not automatically) an absence will be excused under these strict limitations: illness requiring a doctor’s visit, funeral within immediate family, religious observance, or significant pre-professional opportunities (such as a career interview or audition within your major).  

• If you are not feeling well but do not require a doctor, you should attend rehearsal anyway and mark your music for any changes, instructions, or cues given.

• Please note: verbal communication (in person or by phone) is always welcome and appreciated, but is not permanent or final!  It is the student’s responsibility to follow up in an email so that a permanent record of all attendance matters is maintained.

Participation

Successful rehearsals demand both individual preparedness and a conducive spirit. Therefore, mere attendance at all rehearsals is not sufficient for successful completion of this course. Each student in the Wind Ensemble is expected to participate in all rehearsals at a level which demonstrates individual preparedness (properly warmed-up prior to rehearsal; set up with all necessary music, equipment, and pencil; music sufficiently prepared; etc.) and with a motivation which is indicative of collegiate-level inquisitiveness and ambition.

Grading Scale

85%
Attendance and Participation

15%
Patron of the Arts paper (more information to be provided in class)

Each student in the Wind Ensemble will earn a grade reflecting the individual’s productive participation and attendance in rehearsals and concerts. A student that is prepared, productive, and active at all rehearsals and performances will earn a grade of “A,” indicating “excellent” collegiate-level accomplishment.

• The course grade earned by a student will be lowered one-third letter grade for each unexcused rehearsal absence beyond one. For example, a student that is prepared, productive, and active at all rehearsals and performances, but has two unexcused absences, will earn a grade of “A-” for the semester, indicating “very good” collegiate-level accomplishment. A student that is prepared, productive, and active at all rehearsals and performances, but has three unexcused absences, will earn a grade of “B+” for the semester, indicating only “good” collegiate-level accomplishment. 

• Important Note:
The last scheduled rehearsal before a University break, and the last two rehearsals before a concert will be considered MANDATORY rehearsals.  An unexcused absence from a mandatory rehearsal will drop the semester grade one letter.

• An unexcused absence from a performance will result in a grade of “F” for the course.

• Students with multiple excused absences will be handled on a one-on-one basis.

CONCERTS

Concert Dates:
Tuesday, March 1, 2005




Tuesday, May 3, 2005




Mundelein Center Auditorium, 7:30 p.m.

Concert Attire:
“All Black”




Black dress/pants & shirt/shoes




No denim, cargoes, sneakers, or flip-flops.

PRACTICING

This course is designed to meet the needs of a diverse student enrollment, from music majors engaged in daily practice to campus students wishing to participate in an excellent music ensemble.  Therefore it is to be expected that students will have different amounts of time and motivation to contribute to outside private practice for Wind Ensemble.  However, all students will need to practice outside of class at least occasionally for the ensemble to achieve its goals.  

Practice rooms are available on the 7th floor of the building.  If you would like to reserve a regular room and time, the Department Assistant (Laura) can assist you with this (a nominal fee is charged to reserve your room and time for the semester).  If you want to “drop in” to practice on a space-available basis, simply stop by the Music Office on the 7th floor, where one of the work-study students will direct you to an available room.

INSTRUMENT STORAGE

There is limited space for instrument storage adjacent to the Auditorium Stage.  Every effort will be made to keep storage areas secure; however, other departments and staffs have access to the facility and we cannot guarantee complete security.  Storage of instruments in these areas will be at your own risk.  It is recommended that you take out adequate insurance for your instrument as this is not covered by the university.

SECTIONALS

From time to time, the director will replace a normal rehearsal day with sectional time.  Sections are expected to use this time to work out individual and group rhythmic, blend, and intonation issues.  Sections are encouraged to meet additionally out of class.

SEMESTER OVERVIEW

Tu
J18
First Day of class – Sign up for Auditions (new students only)

Th
J20
Auditions only – no full rehearsal

TuTh
J25-27
Rehearsals

TuTh
F1-3
Rehearsals

TuTh
F8-10
Sectional Week

TuTh
F15-17
Rehearsals

Tu
F22
Rehearsal

Th
F24
Mandatory Rehearsal

Tu
M1
Mandatory Rehearsal and Concert (700p call)

Th
M3
Mandatory Class – Review concert and assign Chamber groups

TuTh
M8-10
NO CLASS – SPRING BREAK

TuTh  M15-17
Chamber Music

Tu
M22
Chamber Music


Th
M24
Mandatory Chamber Music (Recital in class?)

TuTh  M29-31
Rehearsals

TuTh
A5-7
Rehearsals

TuTh  A12-14
Sectional Week

TuTh  A19-21
Rehearsals

Tu  
A26
Rehearsal

Th
A 28
Mandatory Rehearsal

Tu
M 3
Mandatory Rehearsal and Concert (700p call)

Th
M 5
Class – Review and wrap up


