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Description

The course is intended to acquaint educators and practitioners with
educational reforms and curriculum innovations taking place around the
world. The discussion will focus on the dialectics of educational and
curricular reforms as change agents and reproducers of social status,
economic and gender inequalities, and political and cultural status quo.
Major policy and curriculum issues will be illustrated through case studies

taken from countries around the world.
Objectives

e To provide a comparative review of recent educational reforms in
various countries around the world

e To make teachers and practitioners aware of educational reforms and
curriculum innovations around the world

e To discuss education’s role in social change
Politics of educational reforms; ideological function of education

e Social and economic inequities and education




Readings

Readings will be assigned for each session from the given bibliography.
Articles and books will be available in them reserve section of the library.
Students are required to do suggested readings.

Key concepts, reforms and the case studies

Theoretical discourse on educational reforms

Curriculum reforms - Its relevance

Colonialism and the development of education

Background to education in Latin American societies

Educational reforms in Cuba: Revolution in literacy

Curriculum reforms in Tanzania: Linking education and work
Educational change in China: Socialism and education; Mao’s
Cultural Revolution; Post Mao market economy and education

e Japanese education: tradition and modernity

e Education in Pakistan: Experiment with educational ideologies; Post
independence reforms; A feudalist’s socialist reforms; religious ideology
and education

e American educational reforms: Contest of ideology and economy;
influence of business on education; influence of cold war on education;
issues of social justice and education; globalization and education

e Strategies for Educational Reform - The Views of Paulo Freire

o Other Suggested Educational Reform Strategies

e Efficiency and relevance in education

¢ Education and unemployment

Student Assessment:

(1) Class participation, 15%, assessment based on participation in classroom
activities and a write-up on the day's discussion at the end of the class.

(2) Mid-term exam, 15%; In-class essay examination on text materials and
lecture.

(3) Research on educational reforms issues 10%.

(4) Field-based group project 20%.

(5) Book reviews (2) 20%.

(6) Final Exam, 20%; Research project.

A 5% deduction per day will be made for late submission of assignments.

Grading:
A =91-100; B=81-90; C=71-80; D =60-70




Helpful Suggestions:

e DPlease visit my web site to access additional academic, educational
policy and technological resources. (http://www.people.memphis.edu/
~atalbani/aziz.htm)

e If you have problems in writing, you can contact the Writing Center,
which has tutors who can help you with your writing problems. In the
past, students greatly benefited from this service.

The Writing Center address: 107 Patterson Hall. Telephone 678-4435.

e For acceptable writing style for research papers and book reviews,
please consult Publication Manual of the American Psychological
Association, fourth edition, Washington, D.C.: American Psychological
Association, 1995.

e Last but not the least, if you are unclear about course work,
assignments, or any other issue related to the course, please contact
me.
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