
Steps: From Standards to Year Long Plan
 

6.	 Compare and contrast your original list of topics (Input Sheet #1) with the ADH list of 

topics (Use Input Sheet #4). 
Circle any topics on your preliminary list (Input Sheet #1) that do not appear on the ADH 

list (Input Sheet #4). Draw a rectangle around any topics on the ADH list (Input Sheet #4) 

that do not appear on your preliminary list. 

7.	 Combine the two topic lists to create a Draft 2 Preliminary Topic List. (Use Input Sheet #5) 

For the Draft 2 Preliminary Topic List, write down all the topics that appear on both lists, 

along with the numbers ofthe ADHStandards that go with each topic. You may need to 
add some Standards numbers for new topics. You may use the Parking Lot Sheets (Input 

Sheets# 6 and #7) to keep track ofany topics that were eliminated or added that you aren't 

sure about. These can be discussed in the collaboration phase. 

8.	 Connect your Draft 2 List with Iowa Test of Basic Skills (ITBS) Objectives for your grade 
level. (Use Resource Sheet # 2 and Input Sheet #5) 

Next to each topic on your Draft 2 Preliminary Topic List (Input Sheet #5), write the 

number ofthe ITBS objective that it addresses. You may have one, several, or no number 
written after each topic. 

9.	 Analyze the connection of topics to ITBS objectives. (Use Input Sheet #8) 

Answer the questions on the analysis sheet. This analysis provides you with information 

you will use in drafting the Year Long Plan (YLP). The goal is to address all ofthe ITBS 

Objectives at the grade level in the curriculum we are developing. Ifsome topics do not 

connect to an ITBS objective, we will need to evaluate their priority. Ifsome ITBS 

objectives are not addressed in any topic, we will need to find ways to build them into the 

topics. Ifsome ITBS objectives are not taught until after the test is taken, we will need to 
look at sequencing oftopics. List ITBS objectives that are not taught in the Parking Lots 

(Input Sheet #6 or #7). 

10. Create your first draft of the Year Long Plan (YLP). (Use Template #1) 

The'YLP should contain topics/sub-topics by month, the Roman numerals for the ADH 

Standards and the ITBS objectives next to each topic. The topics/sub-topics shouldfit into 

the school calendar and work well with your textbook and other materials as appropriate. 

(The curriculum will drive how we use the textbook, not vice versa; however, it makes 

sense to build in compatibility whenever possible.) In selecting the order oftopics, make 

sure there is suffiCient time in that month to teach the topics. Your YLP should contain ALL 

ofthe topics in the ADH topic list (Input Sheet #4), and address ALL the ADHStandards 

and ALL the ITBS Objectives. 

At every step in 1- j 0, share your thinking with your team members and collaborate. 
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Steps: From Standards to Year Long Plan
 

Giant Step II: Collaborate to Avoid Repetition and Omission (June, 2010) 

11. Meet as a school to review the fIrst drafts of the Year Long Plans for each grade. (Use
 
Resource Sheet #4 as a reference.)
 
The purpose here is to SEE whether there are unnecessary overlaps, repetitions, or 

omissions oftopics in ways that limit learning. Some school write each YLP on chart 

paper, post thdn on the walls, walk around to review them and discuss additions, deletions, 

and re-ordering. The same topic may appear multiple times in different grades as long as 

the depth oflearning increases. (This is even desirable - to teach fewer topics in greater 

depth, both at each grade level and across grades. See Resource Sheet #2.) The YLPs 

should show how repeated topics are different at different grade levels. One good reason 

for keeping a topic at a given grade level is the ITBS objectives. Other good reasons 

include whether the topic is important for students to be ready for the next level and 
whether the topic fits in with other grade level content and outcomes in other subject areas. 

12. Revise the Year Long Plans and enter each onto the electronic template. (Use Template #1) 
Designate a place to save all curriculum documents at your school so they can be accessed 

by teachers and administrators. When you save the YLP, save as Grade 1 Science YLP 
2010 School Teacher. For example, Grade 4 Science YLP 2010 All Saints Wohlwend, 
etc.). If there is more than one teacher at the grade level in one school, list both names. For 
example, Grade 4 Science YLP 2010 All Saints Wohlwend Mendez. 

Giant Step III: Refine the Year Long Plan (August, 2010) 

13. Provide each faculty member with a copy of YLP for each grade level. 

14. Validate YLP for three criteria: Endurance, Leverage, and Readiness. (Use Input Sheet #9) 
For each topic, identify which criteria it meets. Some topics may meet more than one criterion. 

Ifa topic meets none ofthese three criteria, you should question whether it belongs in the YLP. 

Endurance: The topic represents learning that students should retain over the long run. 

Leverage: The topic represents learning that students will use in other subject areas and in life. 

Readiness: The topic represents learning that students will need to be ready for the next level. 

15. Validate topic and order of topics based on gap analysis of ITBS scores. (Use Input Sheet 

#9) 
When you review the students' performance on prior tests, what topics need to be 

addressed? Are these topics present on the YLP and taught at the right time to improve 

achievement in the targeted area? 
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Steps: From Standards to Year Long Plan
 

16. Validate topics and order of topics for fit with the allotted time in the school calendar. 

Ifthere are too many topics to teach well in the time allotted, you must eliminate
 

something.
 

. 17. Justify cross-grade overlaps. (Use Input Sheet #10) 

List topics that occur in your YLP and that can be found in more than one grade. Describe 

why each topic represents different depth oflearning and/or adds new content and/or 
reinforces areas where improve achievement is needed. 

18. Review the YLP using the Year Long Plan Checklist (Rubric/Checklist #1) 
With your team, review your YLP to see ifevery item on the checklist is accomplished. 

19. Post final revisions ofYLP and review as a school. 
Do another "walk-around" to SEE thefinal YLPs that will be usedfor teaching during 

2010-2011 school year. Make adjustments as needed. Save final versions. 

20. Teach based on YLP. 
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I INPUT SHEET #1 I PRELIMINARY TOPIC LIST 

1. List the science topics you teach. 
2. Add the ADH standards that are addressed. 

Grade---- Subject _ School Year Teacher _ 

NovemberAugust/September October 

»
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---- ----------

PRELIMINARY TOPIC LIST

I INPUT SHEET #1 I 1. List the science topics you teach.
 

2. Add the ADH standards that are addressed. 

Grade Subject ___ School Year Teacher

December FebruaryJanuary 

»
 
tv 
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----------

PRELIMINARY TOPIC LISTI INPUT SHEET #1 I 
1. List the science topics you teach. 
2. Add the ADH standards that are addressed. 

Grade---- Subject _ School Year Teacher

May/JuneMarch April 

»
 
~ 
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Resource Sheet #3 

TOPIC EXAMPLES 

Topics 

• Animal Habitats 
• Animal Life Cycles 
• Properties of Matter 
• Structure of the Earth
 
$ Reproduction and Heredity
 
e Electricity and Magnetism
 
o Genetics and Cell Mutation 

Topics with Subtopics 

• Animal Life Cycles 
o metamorphosis 
o growth 
o structures for motion 

fa Properties of Matter 
o Water molecules 
o states of matter 
o effects of heating and cooling 

• Genetics and Cell Mutation 
o melOSlS 

o mitosis 
• Electricity and Magnetism 

o How a battery works 
o Magnetic poles 

NON-EXAMPLES 
• Biology 
• Interpret genetic maps of chromosomes 
• Compare the sun; terrestrial planets, and gas planets 
• Match an animal with the appropriate habitat 
• Demonstrate how a battery works 
• Practice behaviors that promote health 


