Standard Syllabus
Women in the Ancient World 
CLST/WOST 295

This course investigates the social roles available to women in the ancient Greek and Roman worlds, together with beliefs, behaviors, and cultural expressions supporting ancient Greek and Roman constructions of womanhood. How did a woman’s gender affect the parameters and possibilities of her life? How did she respond? How did thinking about women, and women’s lives and responses, change in relationship to other changes and differences in ancient Greek and Roman societies? Ancient texts (read in translation) and visual representations provide material for study. Students will identify distinctive Classical patterns of thought and behavior regarding women and gender, so as to understand Classical Greek and Roman motivations and actions on their own terms; while social relations within and among gendered categories exemplify the dynamics of individual and group identities within Classical societies; both similarities and differences between these societies and the students’ own invite comparisons and re-examination of habitual conceptions of womanhood and gender.  
	Knowledge Area(s) satisfied:
	Societal and Cultural Knowledge

	Skill(s) Developed:
	Critical Thinking Skills and Dispositions

	Values Requirement(s) satisfied:
	


Learning Objectives:  
Knowledge Area (Societal and Cultural Knowledge):

Students will learn, comprehend, and be able to demonstrate their understanding of the complex relationships and interactions of different forces and components of society shaping ancient Greek and Roman women’s lives.  They will recognize the impact of cultural traditions of gender on the formation of human values by the members of these societies, including not only masculist fantasies about women but also women themselves and their self-expression (S&CK:  competency a.).

Students will be able to demonstrate an understanding of how such influences as biology, gender, class, philosophy, politics, history, and economics articulate social differences and influence human behavior, including self-formation and interaction with others. (S&CK:  competencies a., b., and f.)

Students will learn about ancient Greek and Roman texts and artistic representations in order to generate interpretations of them and gender-issues and then to evaluate theories about gender, social interactions, and cultural expressions (S&CK:  competency c.).  

Students will identify ancient Greek and Roman concepts of gender as a category of difference informing Classical states and societies.  Students will trace the processes of Classical societies relating to gender in their theories and practices of women’s capacity (moral, legal, economic, etc.), systems of social power, interpersonal relations, mythology, and religion.  They will observe how differences in time influenced interpretations of views of gender in ancient Greece and Rome (S&CK:  competency d.)

By studying primary and secondary sources on gender in ancient Greece and 

Rome, students will be able to differentiate between differing perspectives (S&CK:  competency e.)

Skills (Critical Thinking Skills and Dispositions):
Students will read primary evidence for the period, as well as secondary sources which offer interpretations of that evidence.  Primary texts include literary as well as epigraphic ones, but also artistic, dramatic, archaeological, and other texts.  Studying various types of evidence relatable to women in antiquity in their historical and cultural contexts, students will be able to comprehend, paraphrase, summarize, and contextualize written, visual and archaeological evidence for Greek and Roman religion.  They will also understand the significance of media and how different media (e.g., artistic, dramatic, epigraphic, etc.) convey messages differently (CTS&D:  competency a.).  
Students will be able to locate, evaluate and analyze significant concepts, themes, topics, etc., in texts which represent significant information, opinions, beliefs, etc., and which flesh out the bare bones (CTS&D:  competency b.).  
Through application of critical skills, interpretative models, and the views of modern scholars, their instructor and even their peers, they will be better able to evaluate and appreciate the strengths and weaknesses of varying interpretations, recognizing degrees of neutrality, subjectivity, and predispositions.  (CTS&D: competency c.).  
By comparison with their own culture, its views of gender and expression of gender-issues, students will be able to generate new opinions, questions, insights, and proposals about themselves and social roles in their own times, establishing a comprehension of similarities and differences between themselves and others over time and in different cultures (CTS&D:  competency d.).  

Tracing the treatment of women (and questions involving gender) through the classical world and the evolution of society, its institutions, thoughts, practices, beliefs, etc., students will be able to monitor thinking and behavior in primary sources, question, validate, or invalidate them in tandem with secondary source interpretation and (then) on their own.  Students will compare and contrast the world of Greece and Rome and its views about gender with their own experiences and understanding of their society, its institutions, thoughts and practices, with special regard to women and gender (CTS&D:  competency f.). 

Students will be able to make valid deductions and draw cogent conclusions from evidence. (CTS&D:  preamble).

Learning Activities:
Possible array of texts: 




(Primary):  

· R. Fagles, trans.  Aeschylus, Oresteia (Penguin:  New York).
· J. Henderson, trans. Aristophanes, Staging Women: Three Plays (Routledge: London).
· S. Lombardo and R. Lamberton, trans. Hesiod, Works & Days and Theogony (Hackett:  New York).
· P. Vellacott, trans. Euripides, The Bacchae and Other Plays (Penguin:  New York).
(Secondary):
· E. Fantham, H. Foley, N. Kampen, S. Pomeroy, and S. Shapiro, Women in the Classical World (Oxford:  Oxford U.)

· M. Lefkowitz and E. Fant, Women’s Life in Greece and Rome (Baltimore:  Johns Hopkins)

Note: (Instructors may vary the textbooks.)

Possible evaluation methods:

· Participation/In class discussion

· Response-papers

· Team presentations

· Research projects
· Examinations

Note: (Instructors may vary the evaluation categories.)
Sample Semester Schedule:
Weeks 1-4:
Introduction; Women in Archaic Greece



readings include, e.g., Hesiod, Theogony and Works and Days, the 



Homeric Hymn to Demeter, selections from the Iliad and Odyssey , and 



from archaic lyric poetry including Sappho




themes for focus include, e.g, mapping of gender-concepts onto religion 



and mythology, roles of female figures within heroic legendary tales 



focused on men, male and female perspectives on traditional categories 



of gender-identity

Weeks 5-8:
Women in Classical Athens




readings include, e.g., selected Athenian plays of tragedy and Old 



Comedy featuring female characters, speeches of legal argumentation 



focusing on women’s activities, philosophical discussions of women’s 



capacity




themes for focus include, e.g., re-evaluations of women’s roles from 



heroic legend to the civic engagement of Athenian tragedy, Athenian 



social expectations women and political participation and how the 



unlikely combination could be played for laughs, legal consequences of 



women’s activities, theoretical constructions of women
Week 9:
Women in the Hellenistic world 




readings include, e.g., selected New Comedy plays and dramatic 




dialogues figuring women



 
themes for focus could include, e.g., consequences for women’s social 



activity and popular conceptions of women’s capacity of the shift from 



Classical city-state polities to cosmopolitan Hellenistic dynasties
Week 10:
Women in the Early Roman World 




readings include, e.g., selected texts on Rome’s foundation-legends and 



early laws




themes for focus could include, e.g., ideological and legal constructions 



of women’s contributions to and rights under the Roman state
Weeks 11-12:
Women in the Classical Roman World, i.e, mid-late Republic and early Empire 



readings include, e.g., Roman adaptations of New Comedy, excerpts 



from Plutarch’s Life of the Gracchi, selected examples of Roman 



antiquarian and erotic elegy including Sulpicia, excerpts from Roman 



legal speeches and historiographical and antiquarian texts about 




scandalous figures such as Clodia, Cleopatra, and Julia 




themes for focus could include Roman appropriations of the domestic 



discourse of Greek New Comedy and its conceptions of gender-roles, 



Roman ideals of female behavior and transgressions against those ideals 



– both as embedded in foundation-legends and historical moments


Weeks 13-14: 
Women in the Roman World of mid- and later Empire 




readings include, e.g., Juvenal, Satire 6, The Passion of Saints Perpetua 



and Felicity, and selected texts attesting pagan women’s activities 




themes for focus could include, e.g., re-evaluations of literary traditions 



of misogynistic ranting and humor, Christian and pagan re-evaluations of 


traditional ideals for female literacy and behavior in the face of the later 



Roman Empire’s adoption of Christianity
Note: (Instructors may vary the presentation of topics to some degree, but the material covered will remain the same.)
