SAMPLE SYLLABUS 

ENGL 287: English:  Religion and Literature

Dr. Mark Bosco, S.J.

Crown Center 437

773/508.2358

Office Hours:  Monday 1-4 pm, Thursday 3-5 pm

Course Description:

This course introduces the study of literature and religion as a contemporary academic field of inquiry.  It aims to explain and illustrate the nature and theoretical strategies of a literary-religious interpretive approach to texts, and to encourage an appreciation of it as a valuable and productive way of reading.  The course raises concerns in academic thinking and Western culture about the significance of technology, questions of gender, the body, ecology, that are conveyed in writing that is often undertaken in a combined literary-religious mode that prompts literary-religious responses.

Learning Outcomes:   

The proposed course will fulfill the designated Core learning outcome: literary knowledge and experience.  Students taking this course will develop the critical and technical vocabulary that will enable them to describe, analyze, and formulate arguments about the nature and theoretical strategies of a literary-religious interpretation to as well as the ability to assess how formal qualities of literary productions determine the nature of the experience offered and affect the response of the audience. They will also explore multiple interpretive possibilities of selected literary works and analyze how such interpretations reflect the cultural and historical contexts in which they are rooted.  

The course will also engage a required skill and value. The skill it addresses is “Critical Thinking Skills and Dispositions.”  For example, by the end of the course, students will be able to comprehend, paraphrase, summarize, and contextualize the meaning of varying forms of communication covered in the class.  Students will also analyze relations among concepts and develop strategies for seeking and synthesizing information to support an argument, make a decision, or resolve a problem.  The value addressed by this course is “Understanding Spirituality or Faith in Action in the World.”  In particular, this course satisfies competency that demonstrates “how faith traditions or belief systems have been or can be related to intellectual and cultural life.”

Texts/Media:  

All texts can be found on Blackboard/Course documents unless otherwise noted.

Essays:  

T. S. Eliot, “Religion and Literature”

Paul Tillich, “Theology and Culture”

Paul Ricoeur, “The Bible and the Imagination”

William Lynch, “Theology and the Imagination”

Nonfiction selections:

Augustine, from Confessions
John Bunyan, from Grace Abounding to the Chief of Sinners
Samuel Johnson, from Prayers and Meditations
Frederick Douglas, from The Life of Frederick Douglass
Langston Hughes, “Salvation”

Thomas Merton, from The Seven Storey Mountain
Annie Dillard, from An American Childhood
Fiction:  

The Book of Genesis (purchase: any version of Bible)

Nathaniel Hawthorne, “Young Goodman Brown”

Fyodor Dostoyevsky, “The Grand Inquisitor”

Bernard Malamud, “The Jew Bird”

Flannery O’Connor, “Revelation”

Shusako Endo, “Unzen”

Mary Gordon, “Immaculate Man” (purchase Gordon’s The Rest of Life:  Three Novellas)

Graham Greene, Monsignor Quixote (purchase 2008 Penguin edition)

Poetry:

John Donne’s Holy Sonnets

John Henry Newman’s The Dream of Gerontius
Gerard Manley Hopkins’ Nature Sonnets and Terrible Sonnets

Collection of 20th century poets (Richard Wilbur, Denise Levertov, Mark Jarman)

Requirements/Grading:

· Four short 2-page response papers on selected readings from the course:  each worth 10% of final grade (40% total).

· Mid-term examination:  30% of final grade.

· One 8-10 page research style paper focusing on a selected reading from the course:  30% of final grade.

Plagiarism:  See Loyola’s protocol on Academic Integrity by going to the website, http://www.luc.edu/cas/pdfs/CAS_Academic_Integrity_Statement_December_07.pdf, and an explication on what constitutes plagiarism by going to website: http://luc.edu/english/writing.shtml#source.  Plagiarism or any other act of dishonesty will result in an F for that assignment or examination.  The plagiarism will be reported to the Chair of the department and to the Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences.

Class Calendar:

Week 1:  
Setting the Stage:  theoretical texts (Eliot, Tillich, Lynch)

Week 2:  
Exploration of Origins:  The Book of Genesis (and Ricoeur essay)

Week 3:
              The Spiritual Autobiography Part I (Augustine)

Week 4:  
The Spiritual Autobiography Part II (Bunyan, Johnson, Douglass, Hughes)

Week 5:
The Spiritual Autobiography Part III (Merton and Dillard)

Week 6:
The Poetics of Faith Part I (John Donne and Mark Jarman)

Week 7:  
The Poetics of Faith Part II (Gerard Manley Hopkins, Newman)

Week 8:
The Poetics of Faith Part III (Levertov and Wilbur)

Week 9:
The Epistemological Divide:  Faith and Doubt (Hawthorne, Dostoevsky)

Week 10:
Ecstasy and Insight (O’Connor, Malamud, Endo)

Week 11:
The Politics of the Body Faithful (Mary Gordon)

Week 12:
The Body Politic (Graham Greene)

Week 13:
The Body Politic (Graham Greene)

Week 14:
Postmodernism contra Post-Christian 

