Loyola University-Chicago
H 109 Survey of Islamic History 

This class fulfills the historical knowledge learning outcome, the critical thinking skill and the diversity value of the Loyola Core.  

It may also be taken for Islamic World Studies, International Studies, and Asian Studies credit. 

Class meeting place and time:   Dumbach Hall #4
T/Th 8:30am-9:45am 

Prof. Kim Searcy      
Office Hours:

Crown Ct.Rm.530        Tues 2:30 p.m.-3:30 P.M. or by appointment.  

This course provides a survey of Islamic history and primarily addresses competency (b) in the Core knowledge area of “Historical Knowledge."  By taking this course, students will be able to demonstrate knowledge of the historical development of Islam as a world religion, focusing on events, personalities and movements that have influenced the flow of Islamic history throughout the globe from the death of the Prophet Muhammad to the First World War.   

By way of example, students who take this course should be able to:  

 (1) Discuss the importance of Islam in the ascendancy of the West African empires of Ghana, Mali and Songhay. 

(2) Discuss the trends, social or economic, that facilitated the spread of Islam outside of the Arabian peninsula.  

(3) Discuss the importance of Islamic mysticism in terms of the Sufi Brotherhoods’ role in the spread of Islam in Africa, Asia, and Eastern Europe.

 (4) Understand the diversity within Islamic cultures in terms of sectarian, regional, and historical developments. 

Class Requirements:  

Four quizzes worth 25 points each.  These quizzes will assess if the student has read and understood the four historically situated books.  The quizzes will also disclose if the student has understood the cultural, political and social events and movements of the particular era the book treated.   We will devote two thirds of the class period of the second class meeting to the ABCs of thinking and writing analytically. 

(We will have a class discussion concerning the texts before the essays are due in an effort to highlight the salient points that need to be address in the essays. Hence, each student must come to class prepared to discuss the texts the class prior to the due date of the critical essay).  

An in class mid-term and final examination worth 100 points each.  These examinations will be in essay format where the student will be given a set of questions and will be required to answer a selection of the questions.  The questions will be those we have discussed in class, hence it is incumbent upon every student to be engaged in class discussions.  The questions will focus on concepts, rather than names and dates.  This notwithstanding, one cannot engage in anachronistic references if one wishes to do well on these exams.   

One final research paper worth 100 points consisting of eight to ten double-spaced typed-written pages. The topic of the paper will be of the student’s own choosing, but it must remain true to the theme of the class.

Class participation worth 50 points. This includes any impromptu quizzes I deem necessary.   
 

Policy concerning Submission of Late Assignments and Use of the Internet as a Research Tool: 
 

Cheating and Plagiarizing:  All students should observe the University’s standards of academic honesty.  In the event that a student is found cheating or plagiarizing he/she will automatically fail the course and will be reported to the Dean’s office.  Acts of Plagiarism include: 

· Turning in a paper that was written by someone else, i.e., papers written by another student, a research service, or downloaded off the internet. 

· Copying, verbatim, a paragraph or significant portion of text from the work of another author without properly acknowledging the source through a commonly accepted citation style and using quotation marks. 

· Paraphrasing, i.e., restating in your own words, text written by another author without citing that author. 

· Using a unique idea or concept, which you discovered in a specific reading, without citing that author.  

Grading:

Class participation: 


50  

2 exams @ 100 points 

200

4 Quizzes @ 25points each 
100

Research paper  


100 points

 Total:  



450

Grading Scale

 

I compute grades based on a point system.  Each paper and exam is assigned a certain number of points.  For each exercise you will receive a number out of the total points possible based on your performance.  These will be totaled up at the end of the semester and a number grade out of 100 points will be the result.  This will be converted to the final letter grade according to the scale below.  Assignments will lose a point for every day they are late. 

A 92-100     


C
70-73.5

A- 88-91.5     

C-
 67-69.5

B+ 85-87.5     

D+ 
64-66.5

B   82-85           

D
61-63.5

B- 78-81.5       

F 
below 57

C+ 74-77.5      
 

Required Texts:

Ahmed, Nazeer, Islam in Global History, Concord, CA: American Institute of Islamic History and Culture Press, 2000.   

Kennedy, Hugh, The Prophet and the Age of the Caliphate: The Islamic Near East From the Sixth to the Eleventh Century, Edinburgh:  Longman Group Limited, 1986.

Moreh,Shmuel ed. and trans., Napoleon in Egypt:  Al-Jabarati’s Chronicle of the French Occupation, 1798,  New Jersey:  M. Wiener, 1993.

Niane, D.T., Sundiata: An Epic of Old Mali, Edinburgh: Pearson Education Limited, 1965. 

Said, Kurban, Ali and Nino: Love Story, New York:  Anchor Books, 2000.

Toer, Pramoedya Ananta, This Earth of Mankind:  New York: Penguin Books, 1996. 

Course Schedule and Readings

The Middle East:  632-1258 CE.

January 16- Introduction: Review of Syllabus and Course Requirements. Lecture on Arabian Peninsula in the 7th century CE (common era):  The Age of Faith. 

Assignment for Jan. 18-Read pp. 1-14 in Kennedy’s, The Prophet and the Age Of the Caliphates. 

January 18-Continue discussion on the Arabian Peninsula in the 7th century CE: The Death of the Prophet.   

Assignment for Jan.23-Read chapter one in Nazeer Ahmed’s Islam in Global History. 

January 23-Omar ibn al-Khattab and the founding of Islamic Civilization. 

Assignment for Jan. 25-Read pp. 15-49 in Kennedy and chapter two in Ahmed .  

January 25- Quiz on The Prophet and the Four Orthodox Caliphs

Discussion on the social discord that plagued  the nascent Muslim state.  

Assignment for Jan. 30-Read pp.69-81 in Kennedy and chapter five in Ayoub. 

January 30-The Umayyads:  Muawiya, the First Umayyad Caliph. 

Assignment for Feb. 1-Read chapters 4, 5 and 6 in Ahmed. 

February 1- Proto-Shiism and the Battle of Karbala:  The Last Breath of Faith. 

Assignment for Feb. 6- Read chapter 7 in Ahmed.

February 6- A European Front is Opened:  Spain and France.  

Assignment for Feb. 8 read pp. 103-123 in Kennedy. 

February 8-The Abbasids and the Golden Age of Islam. 

Assignment for Feb. 13- Read pp. 124-148 in Kennedy. 

February 13- The Death of an Age:  The Coming of the Mongols and the disintegration of an Empire. 

February 15 -Mid-term exam 

Assignment for Feb. 20- Read chapters 24-28 in Ahmed.

February 20- Islam Enters North Africa. 

Assignment for Feb. 22: Read chapters 29 and 30 in Ahmed.  

February 22- Quiz on Sundiata Epic.  

Discussion on the following: Brothers in Commerce, Brothers in Religion:  North and West Africa from the 9th to 15th centuries CE:  The Influence of Trade in the Spread of Islam south of the Sahara.

February 27- Class Discussion. 

The Empire of Mali. Please come to class prepared to engage in a group discussion on the Sundiata Epic.   

Assignment for March 1-Read chapter 31 in Ahmed.  

March 1-Discussion on the Empire of Songhay and Askia Muhammad: 1275-1591CE.   

Assignment for March 13-Read photo-copied handout of chapter  four from Mervyn Hiskett’s book, The Development of Islam in West Africa. 

March 13-Islamic Revivalism in West and Central Africa:  The Fulani Jihads in the pre-colonial period: 1600-1804 CE. 

Assignment for March 15-Read pp. 145-163 in Ahmed’s book.

March 15- The Ascendancy of the Turkic-speaking peoples in the Middle East and Central Asia. Shajarat ad Durr: Queen of the Mamluks.

Assignment for March 20- Read pp. 163-194 in Ahmed. 
March 20-The Ottoman ascendancy.
 Assignment for March 22-Read pp. 287-293 in Ahmed. 

March 22-Slaves become Masters: The Mamluks

Assignment for March 27-Read pp. 295-309 in Ahmed.
March 27-Quiz on Napoleon in Egypt. 

Discussion on the End of One Empire and the Beginning of Another.  The Sack of Baghdad and the Conquest of Constantinople. Connection?

Assignment for March 29-Read photocopy handout of article entitled, “The Fall of Constantinople and come to class prepared to discuss Napoleon in Egypt.

March 29- Class Discussion on Napoleon in Egypt.

Assignment for April 3-Read handout on Islam in the North Caucasus.   

April 3-The North Caucasus: Sheikh al-Mansur and Chechen Resistance to Russian Imperialism in the late 18th century. 

April 10- Quiz: Ali and Nino.  Following the quiz this class will be devoted to a discussion of the novel, Ali and Nino, about Muslim Central Asia. Please come to class prepared to discuss the book in depth in its historical context.  

Assignment for April 12-Read handout concerning the end of the Ottoman Empire entitled, “Response and Reaction.”

April 12-The Death knell of the Sick Man of Europe:  The Decline and collapse of the Ottoman Empire.
East and Southeast Asia from the 10th century until the 20th century CE. 

Assignment for April 17-Read pp. 387-405 in Ahmed. 

April 17-The Silk Road and Islam in the Malaysian archipelago. 

April 19- View documentary on the Silk Road. Following the documentary we will discuss the role of trade in the spread of Islam into China.

April 24- Quiz: This Earth of Mankind. ( an historical novel taking place in Java during the colonial period). Please come to class prepared to participate in the discussion following the quiz.  
April 26- Final Exam. 

May 1-Final Paper due. 
 

· Academic Integrity:  The instructor will follow University policies and guidelines regarding issues of honesty and academic integrity that can be found in the Loyola Undergraduate Studies Handbook.  Any findings of dishonest academic behavior are reported to the chair of the student’s major department and to the dean’s office, and may result in an “F” for the course.  See full Loyola College of Arts and Sciences Statement on Academic Integrity at http://www.luc.edu/cas/faculty_resources.shtml  

 

Statement on Students with Disabilities: Any student needing accommodations for a disability is encouraged to contact the instructor and the Services for Students with Disabilities Office (Sullivan Center Suite 260) to arrange for appropriate accommodations.

