Standard Syllabus
Masterpieces of European Literature 

LITR 280

This class will consist of readings and discussion of major literary works, from medieval romance through the modern novel and short story.  The thematic focus of the course is the dialectics of mediated desire, especially as they concern dynamics of self-deception, misrepresentation, and sacrificial or scapegoating violence. Our overall aim is  to study how literary texts interpret human conflict, with necessary attention to the formal modalities, stylistic and rhetorical, which nourish this interpretation. These texts are couched in a historical and cultural context which we can study through painting and music as well, with the idea nonetheless of understanding what is transhistorical about them, what, in sum, makes them masterpieces. "Literature is a criticism of life" (H.R. Leavis, after Matthew Arnold), which is another way of saying that literary masterpieces help us develop a critical consciousness of our experience--personal, social, cultural, historical, as well as esthetic.
	Knowledge Area(s) satisfied:
	Literary Knowledge and Experience

	Skill(s) Developed:
	Communication Skills (Written, Oral)

	Values Requirement(s) satisfied:
	


Learning Objectives:  
Knowledge Area (Literary Knowledge and Experience):
Students will study literary masterpieces as a means of exploring human experience as shaped by cultural and social factors; develop an understanding of literary creativity and imagination as a discovery procedure that contributes to human self-understanding. 
Students will examine the interpretive and explanatory power of literary texts themselves as they reveal patterns of behavior that are constant over different historical periods. 
Students will be introduced to the basic concepts of literary criticism necessary to the analysis and appreciation of the formal, esthetic and cognitive properties of cultural masterpieces. 
Skills (Communication Skills-Written, Oral):
Students will develop, through oral and written communication, reading and analytical skills appropriate to the study of literature, viz., the detection and formulation of thematic import.
Students will practice writing clear, concise, effective prose.
Students will develop an understanding of the ethical implications in literature, of the depiction of self and others.
Students will be encouraged to discover the pleasure of reading and the rewards of effective self-expression. 

Learning Activities:
Possible array of texts: 




· Tristan and Iseut 

· Mme de LaFayette, The Princesse of Cleves
· Shakespeare, The Tempest
· Molière, Tartuffe

· Balzac, "Sarrasine"

· Flaubert, Madame Bovary

· Dostoevsky, Notes from the Underground

· Mann, Death in Venice

· West, Day of the Locust

· Voltaire, Candide

Note: (Instructors may vary the textbooks.)

Possible evaluation methods:

· Discussion
· Reading Logs

· In-class Writings

· Essays
· Examinations
Note: (Instructors may vary the evaluation categories.)
Sample Semester Schedule:
Week 1:
Introduction: goals, methods, materials
Week 2:
Tristan and Iseut
Week 3:
Mme de LaFayette, The Princesse of Cleves
Week 4:
Mme de LaFayette, The Princesse of Cleves; Shakespeare, The Tempest
Week 5:
Shakespeare, The Tempest


Week 6: 
Molière, Tartuffe
Week 7:
Balzac, "Sarrasine"
Week 8:
Flaubert, Madame Bovary
Week 9

Flaubert, Madame Bovary


Week 10:
Dostoevsky, Notes from the Underground
Week 11:
Mann, Death in Venice
Week 12:
Mann, Death in Venice
Week 13:
West, Day of the Locust
Week 14:
Voltaire, Candide 
Note: (Instructors may vary the presentation of topics to some degree, but the material covered will remain the same.)
