Standard Syllabus
Russian Literary Masterpieces
LITR 280

This course will study  18th, 19th, and 20th century Russian literature, including poetry, drama, and fiction. Significant emphasis will be placed on the study of Pushkin, Russia's most influential poet, as well as the most prominent representatives of psychological realism - Gogol, Turgenev, Dostoevsky, Tolstoy and Chekhov.  
	Knowledge Area(s) satisfied:
	Literary Knowledge and Experience; Societal and Cultural Knowledge

	Skill(s) Developed:
	Communication Skills and Sensitivities (Written)

	Values Requirement(s) satisfied:
	


Learning Objectives:  
Knowledge Area (Literary Knowledge and Experience):

Study Russian texts as representative forms of literary production in which authors explore their historical experience, their human experience and reflect on the process of literary creation (e.g., contrasting “realisms” in Tolstoy, Dostoevsky, and Chekhov)

Acquire the critical and technical vocabulary enabling them to describe and analyze, and formulate an argument about Russian literature and about literary narratives (e.g., novel, short story, plays, lyric poetry). 

Assess how formal qualities of Russian narratives and plays determine the nature of the experience offered and affect the response of the audience.  

Assess the relationships of Russian authors  to the cultural-historical nexus that produced them (e.g. influence of European Enlightenment and romanticism in its relation to Russian autocracy) 

Knowledge Area (Societal and Cultural Knowledge):

Through discussion and textual analysis, students will explore the general relationship between literature and overall culture and society and specifically the unique role that literature has played in the development and shaping of Russian civilization. In reading the most representative works of modern Russian literature, students will explore profound ethical questions regarding human nature, society and culture that a number of prominent Russian authors have famously dealt with. Through reading and analyzing works from this different culture, students will learn to understand and value the concept of the "other."

a. Demonstrate an understanding of the relationships among cultural, economic, political, and social forces, and their impact on behavior of Russians of different classes and background.

b. Demonstrate an understanding of the components of Russian society and culture (e.g.,its feudal and religious traditions).

c. Demonstrate an understanding of differences of class and gender in Russian society and understand the political struggles between classes, between men and women.  

d. Demonstrate an awareness that Russian values and behavior, ideas of justice, and methods of interpretation are influenced by specific historical and cultural factors (e.g., the Tsarist regime, the Orthodox religious faith in their confrontation with Enlightenment Europe).

f. Demonstrate an understanding of how the Russian individual self -concepts stems from the familial, societal, and cultural contexts in which Russians develop (e.g., Gogol’s and Dostoevsky’s exploration of modern bureaucracy; Bulgakov’s exploration of the soviet regime).


Skills (Communication Skills-Written):
Students perfect their writing skills through essay questions, exams, journal writing, and several term papers. Through class discussions and several revisions of their essays, students will learn to think critically and be able to express their ideas in a succinct clear essay form based on a careful reading of major texts from the Russian literary tradition. The course will improve students' critical and analytical skills through essay writing and class discussions.

The numerous essays and topics discussed in class will focus on the stringent analysis of texts and the formulation of appropriate arguments to articulate available interpretations.

The texts deal with profound ethical questions of good and evil, relationship between literature and ethics, and the ethical responsibility of a writer. All of these are central to understanding the Russian literary tradition where writers  conceived of themselves traditionally as prophets.

The course will aid students to become aware of the useful employment of key terms of literary theory and analysis in the interpretation of literary texts. 

Learning Activities:
Possible array of texts: 




· Pushkin, Alexander. The Queen of Spades and Other Stories.

· Lermontov, Mikhail. A Hero of Our Time.

· Gogol, Nikolai. Diary of a Madman and Other Stories.

· Turgenev, Ivan. Fathers and Sons.

· Dostoevsky, Fyodor. Crime and Punishment.

· Tolstoy, Leo. The Death of Ivan Ilyich and Other Stories.

· Chekhov, Anton. Lady with Lapdog and Other Stories.

· Bulgakov, Mikhail. Heart of a Dog.

Note: (Instructors may vary the textbooks. Additional readings will be handed out in class.)

Possible evaluation methods:

· Discussion
· Papers
· Journal
· Examinations

Note: (Instructors may vary the evaluation categories.)
Sample Semester Schedule:
Week 1:
Introduction to the History of Russian Literature. 



The Golden Age of Russian Poetry: Alexander Pushkin
Week 2:
Pushkin cntd.
Week 3:
Mikhail Lermontov and Russian Romanticism

Week 4:
Nikolai Gogol and the Myth of “Little Man”
Week 5:
Ivan Turgenev and Russian Realism


Week 6: 
Turgenev cntd. 


Fiodor Dostoevsky and the Myth of “Superman”

Week 7:
Dostoevsky cntd.
Week 8:
Dostoevsky cntd.
Week 9

Leo Tolstoy and Psychological Realism
Week 10:
Anton Chekhov: From Realism to Modernism

Week 11:
Chekhov cntd.
Week 12:
Mikhail Bulgakov: From the Old World to the New

Week 13:
Alexander Blok and Russian Symbolism
Week 14:
Vladimir Nabokov and Russian Modernism
Note: (Instructors may vary the presentation of topics to some degree, but the material covered will remain the same.)
