Standard Syllabus
South Asian Literature in Translation 

LITR 287

This course will introduce you to a selection of writing in various Indian languages available in translation in English. The history of the Indian subcontinent, a culturally, linguistically, and ethnically diverse region, involves looking at the impact of British colonialism and the anti-colonial nationalist movement. A transitional moment in South Asian history is its attainment of independence and the partition of the Indian subcontinent in 1947 into India and Pakistan. We examine India as a nation that has been independent for over 50 years through the lens of contemporary literature originally written in Bengali, Hindi, Assamese, and Tamil.

The concerns around which this course is structured are interrogated with reference to a selection of historical accounts, novels, short stories and plays.  How do caste hierarchies, gendered structures, and religious differences play into the historical and social evolution of a nation? How does a nation with religious and caste differences present a united front in its struggle against an oppressive colonial regime? What role, if any, did British colonial policy play in aggravating factionalism? From what perspective have these issues been represented in the literature fictionalizing anti-colonial struggle, the partition of the nation, and conditions in post-colonial India? Towards the end of the course we will discuss the meaning of independence for women, dalits (lower castes), and religious minorities with the aim of arriving at a theorization of the factors impacting on citizenship in post-independence India. 

	Knowledge Area(s) satisfied:
	Literary Knowledge and Experience, Societal and Cultural Knowledge

	Skill(s) Developed:
	Communication Skills and Sensitivities (Written)

	Values Requirement(s) satisfied:
	Understanding Diversity in the United States or the World


Learning Objectives:  
Knowledge Area (Literary Knowledge and Experience):

Study S. Asian literature in which authors explore their historical experience, their human experience and reflect on the process of literary creation.

Acquire the critical and technical vocabulary enabling them to describe and analyze, and formulate an argument about S. Asian literature and about literary narratives and types ( e.g. historical novel, oral history, autobiography, drama, and social tract).

Assess how formal qualities of S. Asian literature determine the nature of the experience offered and affect the response of the audience. Particular emphasis on authors who discuss the politics of their own location (e.g. Urvashi Butalia in “The Other Side of Silence” and Bama in “Karruku”).

Examine multiple interpretive possibilities of S. Asian literature, and know that such interpretations both reflect the culture that produced them and change over time. (e.g. some historical accounts and works of fiction discuss the formative influence of Gandhi on Indian nationalism, recently feminist and Dalit writers have critiqued the upper caste Hindu basis of Gandhi's political and social thinking).
Assess the relationships of S. Asian literature to the cultural-historical nexus that produced them (e.g. Influence of nationalist movement on Indian authors, influence of feminist movement on recent literature by women authors, influence of caste-consciousness and exploitation on Dalit writers).
Knowledge Area (Societal and Cultural Knowledge):

Demonstrate an understanding of the relationships among cultural, economic, political, and social forces, and their impact on the behavior of S. Asians of different classes and backgrounds.
Demonstrate an understanding of the components of S. Asian society and culture
Demonstrate an understanding of the religious, class, caste, and gender differences in S. Asia and understand the political struggles between these.
Demonstrate an awareness that S. Asian values and behavior, ideas of justice, and methods of interpretation are influenced by specific factors and changed substantially in the 20th century
Demonstrate an understanding of how the S. Asian self concepts stems from the familial, societal, and cultural contexts in which S. Asians develop. 
Skills (Communication Skills and Sensitivities-Written):
a. Write clearly and effectively - Students will learn to write clearly and effectively in in-class writing workshops, essay exams, and two assigned papers of at least five pages in length.

b. Effectively articulate, organize, and support positions extemporaneously - students will gain practice in this skill during in-class discussions and in possible oral presentations (with a question period afterward.)

c. Evaluate and edit multiple versions of texts in order to compose an effective message according to the conventions of the medium used. Students are required to submit paper proposals, and are strongly encouraged to schedule draft conferences with the instructor.

d. Create, effective messages via verbal and nonverbal systems of communication, including print media, electronic media, visual arts, music, live performances, and personal interactions.  In some sections, oral presentations may be required.

e. Perform research and communicate the results, including developing a thesis, locating sources, and assessing their credibility, integrating sources as evidence to support or qualify claims, and practicing appropriate documentation.  Students write at least two research papers during the semester. 

h. Communicate in an ethical manner.  Students will be required to write honestly and clearly at all times, adhering to the standards of academic integrity laid down in the syllabus, and treat others' points of view with fairness and respect, both orally, and in writing.

Values Area (Understanding Diversity in the United States or the World):

A primary focus for this course is caste, communalism, and gender in South Asia, a culturally diverse and plural region. Given below are a few examples of this diversity:

1. Students learn about the 4 major castes based on occupational differences in Hindu society (brahmans, kshatriyas, vaishyas, and shudras) represented in South Asian literature;

2. Read about the multiplicity of religious traditions in India such as Hindusim, Islam, Sikhism, and Christianity, described by South Asian authors; 

3. Analyze moments of communal conflict in Indian history (the Partition, the anti-Sikh riots, and the Mandir-Masjid dispute at Ayodhya) through a reading of fiction and historical accounts;

4. Interpret issues such as dmoestic violence, rape, dowry, female infanticide, and the situations of homosexuals addressed by Indian feminists in contemporary times.  

Learning Activities:
Possible array of texts: 




· Mahasweta Devi.  Titu Mir. 

· Shyam Selvaduari. Cinnamon Gardens. 

· Abdus Samad. A Strip of Land Two Yards Long.

· Indira Goswami. A Saga of South Kamrup.

· Malini Bhattacharya. Giving Away the Bride and other Plays. 

· Bama. Karukku.

· Ravi Dayal (Ed.). We Fought Together for Freedom: Chapters from the Indian National Movement. 


Note: (Instructors may vary the textbooks.)

Possible evaluation methods:

· Discussion
· Class Presentation

· Papers

· Examinations
Note: (Instructors may vary the evaluation categories.)
Sample Semester Schedule:
Week 1:
Introducing Indian literature through stories
Week 2:
Introducing Indian literature through stories
Week 3:
Militant nationalism and folklore
Week 4:
Moderate nationalism and the novel of manners
Week 5:
Translating history


Week 6: 
Translating history
Week 7:
Translating history
Week 8:
Gender and caste in post-independence India
Week 9

Gender and caste in post-independence India


Week 10:
Literature of the women’s movement  
Week 11:
Literature of the women’s movement  
Week 12:
Dalit narratives
Week 13:
Dalit narratives
Week 14:
Dalit autobiographies
Note: (Instructors may vary the presentation of topics to some degree, but the material covered will remain the same.)
