Loyola University Chicago
Department of Modern Languages & Literatures
Fall Semester 2007

Literature 262 / INTS 262: The Modern Italian Novel

MWF  10:25-11:15 a.m. Damen Hall 331
                                                              A Writing Intensive Course

Dr. Sergio Corsi

Damen Hall 336C  (773) 508-2871   scorsi@luc.edu
Office Hours: MWF 10:00-10:25 a.m. / 12:30-01:00 p.m. and by appointment

Course Description:  This course will focus on major Italian novels of the 20th century in order to give students an overview of the literary production of representative Italian novelists.  The literary texts of Italo Svevo, Natalia Ginzburg, Alberto Moravia, Giorgio Bassani, and Italo Calvino will be studied in relation to Italian and European history and society in the 20th century.

General Learning Outcomes:

1.  To develop, through oral and written communication, reading and analytical skills appropriate to the study of literature.

2.  To provide the student with the opportunity, both in and out of class, to practice writing clear, concise and effective prose.

3.  To introduce basic concepts of literary criticism.

4.  To develop the practice of reading literary texts within their social, historical and cultural contexts.

5.  To explore the relationship of literature to other disciplines.

6. To broaden the student’s understanding of the multifaceted relationship of literature to society as mediator, mirror, interpreter and critique.

7.  To deepen the student’s understanding of the ethical implications in literature of the depiction of self and others.

8.  To encourage students to discover the pleasure of reading.

Core Program Literary Knowledge Learning Outcomes:

a.  Acquire the critical and technical vocabulary enabling them to describe and analyze, and formulate an argument about Italian novels and about literary narratives and types (e.g., historical novel, psychological novel,  experimental novel). 

b.  Assess how formal qualities of Italian novels determine the nature of the experience offered and affect the response of the audience. Students should be able to distinguish and recognize formal aspects of literary Realism. 

c.  Examine multiple interpretive possibilities of Italian novels, and know that such interpretations  change over time.  

d.  Assess the relationships of Italian literature to the cultural-historical contexts in which they were created. 

Core Program  Writing Skills Learning Outcomes:
a.  Write clearly and effectively in a variety of forms:  description, analysis, informal journals, discussion-point papers, and formal persuasive essays. This will include in-class writing: responses to specific reading questions as well as in-class essay writing (interpretive).

b.  Discuss and criticize both the works studied and other students' responses thereto, orally and in writing, the latter both extemporaneously and with preparation.  Students will be expected to follow writing guidelines, and to critique the works of others according to those guidelines.

c.  Revise all formal writing assignments for the course, with careful attention paid to precision and clarity of language and argument and resubmit to the professor.

d.  Write honestly and clearly at all times, adhering to the standards of academic integrity laid down in the syllabus.  They will also treat others' points of view with fairness and respect, both orally and in writing. 

COURSE FORMAT:
A combination of lectures, close textual analysis, discussion of student writing and general class discussion of the issues raised by the texts. 

READING ASSIGNMENTS:
Students are expected to have completed reading assignments by date noted on syllabus. The grade for the course earned by class participation will depend on attendance  and preparation.

WRITING ASSIGNMENTS:
The teacher will make suggestions for topics, and the students are free to write on a subject or issue that is of particular interest to them, as long as it pertains to the course. The student’s progress in the course depends on a process of writing, receiving comments, and revision. Papers and journal assignments must be handed in on time: failure to conform to this rule will affect the portion of the grade earned for writing. 

Texts:

* Svevo, Italo.    Zeno’s Conscience.





* Ginzburg, Natalia.  The Little Virtues.





* Calvino, Italo.  Cosmicomics.

* Bassani, Giorgio.  The Garden of the Finzi-Continis.
* Moravia, Alberto.  Two Women.

Our readings will be accompanied by the viewing of two movies, The Garden of the Finzi-Continis and Two Women.

Criteria for grading:
      

* Daily attendance and active participation in class are vital factors in determining the student’s performance;

*  the student is welcome to see the instructor at regular office hours or by appointment when additional help is needed;

*  students are invited to prepare all readings before  discussion in class;

*  topics for the papers are to be discussed with the instructor before writing: these present such a wide spectrum that the choice will rest ultimately on the  student.

Statement of Academic Honesty:

“Pursuit of truth is the prime activity in a  university community.  As a member of this community each student pledges to maintain standards of honesty and integrity in academic work.  On exams, students must rely exclusively upon their knowledge.  On papers, students must document sources of secondary information including any internet sources and any source of personal assistance. Failure to comply with these standards will result in a failing grade.”

Grading:



The course grade will be determined as follows:

* classroom participation


25%

* first paper (4-5 pages)


15%

* first examination [October 15]
      
15%

* second paper (5-6 pages)


20%

* second examination [December 12]

25%

Grading Scale:  A= 94-100; A-= 90-93.9;  B+=86-89.9; B=83-85.9; B-=80-82.9; C+=76-79.9; 

C=73-75.9; C-=70-72.9; D+=66-69.9; D=60-65.9; F=59.9 and below

Students are invited to complete all readings before discussion in class and   -in this Writing Intensive course- prepare journal assignments in which textual analysis and personal considerations are recorded.

August       27   29  31    Introduction to the course. Criteria. SVEVO //

                                       Confessions of Zeno. “The Last Cigarette.”

                                       Discussion on Zeno’s themes.

September [3 Labor Day]  5   7  “The Death of My Father.” // “The Story of My                

                                                        Marriage.”

                                                        In class essay (summary, analysis) on Svevo.

                                                        *Journal assignment due.

                  10    12   14   “The Story of My Marriage.” // “Psychoanalysis.”

                                         // Conclusions on Svevo.

                                         Discussion on Zeno’s themes and characters.

                                         *Journal assignment due.

                 17    19   21     GINZBURG.  The Little Virtues. “Winter in the Abruzzi.’

                                         “Worn-out Shoes.” // “Portrait of a Friend.” “England.” //

                                         “La Maison Volpé.” “He and I.”

                                          In class essay on Ginzburg.

                                          Discussion on Ginzburg’s themes and characters.

                 24    26   28    “The Son of Man.” “My Vocation.” // “Silence.” 

                                        “Human Relationships.” // Conclusions on Ginzburg.

                                        *Journal assignment due.

October     1     3     5      CALVINO. Cosmicomics. “The Distance of the Moon.”  “At    

                                       “Daybreak.” //  “A Sign in Space.”  “All at One Point.” //

                                       “Without Colors.”

                                        FIRST PAPER (first draft) due October 1.

                 [8 Mid-semester Break] 10  12   “Games Without End.”  “The Aquatic Uncle.” 

                                                    //  “How Much Shall We Bet?”  “Dinosaurs.”   Review.

                                                    In class essay on Calvino.  Discussion.
                 15    17  19    “The  Form of Space.” “Light Years.” //  “The Spiral.”    
                                        Conclusions on Calvino.

                                        First examination (October 15).

                                        FIRST PAPER (final draft) due October 17.

                 22    24  26    BASSANI.  The Garden of the Finzi-Continis.  Part One.

                                       Discussion on Bassani.

                                       In class essay on Bassani.
                 29    31  November   2         Part Two and Part Three.                                                

                                                             Bassani’s characters.  

                                                            *Journal assignment due.

                  5      7         9                   Part Four. Conclusions on Bassani.

                                                          In class essay on Bassani.

                12     14     16         MORAVIA. Two Women.  Chapters 1-2 // 3-4  // 5-6.

                                               SECOND PAPER (first draft) due November 16.

                19    [21    23   Thanksgiving Break]   Chapters 7-8.

                                                         In class essay on Moravia.
                26     28    30      Chapters 9-10 // 11.   Conclusions on Moravia.
                                           *Journal assignment due.                        

December  3      5      7      Review of the Course. Round Table.
                                          SECOND PAPER (final draft) due  December 3.

*** FINAL EXAMINATION:     Wednesday, December 12, 2007

                                                         Damen Hall 331

                                                         09:00-11:00 a.m.                      … Happy Holidays!...

