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Urban Semester Seminar

Loyola University Chicago

25 East Pearson, 10th floor classroom, Wednesdays 3:00 – 5:15 P.M.

Instructor: 



Office phone: 

Office: 



email: 

Office Hours:  

  

Purpose

This course, the Urban Semester Seminar, is a companion course to Urban 397, Urban Studies Research.  Together, these courses constitute the “Urban Seminar” hosted by the Center for Urban Research and Learning (CURL).  CURL is home not only to these and other courses, but also to a wide range of research projects, conferences and speakers.  More information about CURL is available online at http://www.luc.edu/depts/curl.

In the Urban Research course, students will examine one issue in depth though collaborative research, while in this seminar, students will step back from one project to look at the “big picture.”  While the Urban Research course emphasizes hands-on work for a single project, this seminar emphasizes understanding the larger context of urban communities and civic life.  Through the research projects and this seminar, I want students to develop their capacity to understand current realities, and see new possibilities “over the horizon.”  My hope is that students will leave this seminar better motivated and prepared to be citizens of an urban world.      
Philosophy

The combination of this seminar and the Urban Studies Research course provides students with an unusual opportunity to understand and influence how a city works.  As a part of CURL, the Urban Semester is based on a model of collaborative research and teaching in service to the community.  This innovative approach to education features the exchange of knowledge between the university and community that builds their mutual capacity and draws on the distinctive strengths of each.  Strong emphasis is placed on the equal partnership between the university and community in the formation of research issues, development of methodologies, analysis of data, and writing of results in order to result in positive social and policy change in the university, community and government.
There are many reasons why this is not a traditional college course.   This course features

Team work: Rather than working as “Lone-Rangers,” students will be working as a member of a team (consisting of faculty, graduate students, undergraduate students and community organization leaders) in conducting research.


University-community collaboration:  We recognize that knowledge resides outside the university as well as inside the university.  Consequently, we work in partnership with community residents and leaders who have an “on the ground” understanding of urban realities and years of experience in trying to improve the quality of life in their area or the broader region.

Solutions:  Textbooks, course, and the media often talk about urban problems.  In contrast, we emphasize solutions in both class discussions and in our research projects.  Clearly, we have to understand the problems we are trying to address, but we do not want to wallow in despair when there are substantial resources and ideas available in our university and city to effectively address them.


Action:  Students will not write just another term paper.  Student work in the urban semester will contribute to reports, surveys, evaluations, and other products that will be used to bring about positive social change.  Past urban semester projects have been used to get additional state money allocated for elderly immigrants, evaluate a school to work initiative, make social services to the homeless more efficient, and propose ways to improve community safety.

Process:  Students are part of an ongoing process.  Some of the projects for this semester are outgrowths of last semester’s projects or other CURL initiatives.  Other projects will lay the groundwork for expanded work in future semesters.

 
Political Awarenesss:  We recognize that social change does not just happen because someone has a good idea.  Through readings, class discussion, guest speakers, community tours and work on your research projects, students will realize that good logic, sensible values and solid policy proposals are not the only ingredients for social change.  Power is also a critical factor in getting “good ideas” implemented, and this power may be exerted by a community-based organization, a regional coalition, or other organizations.

Participants

Students must register for both this seminar and Urban Studies Research together.  The courses are open to any upper-division undergraduate in the College of Arts and Sciences, or the Schools of Business, Social Work, and Education, although students with prior experience in the social sciences, urban-oriented courses or research methods are be best prepared to participate.  
Students may take this pair of courses simply as electives, or they may take it as part of a larger interdisciplinary program in Urban Studies.  Urban Studies offers both a certificate track and a minor.  The certificate track entails taking one additional course beyond the Urban Semester, while the minor entails taking four other courses in addition to the Urban Semester.  Details about those requirements are available online at www.luc.edu/curl/programs/urban.
Field Trips and Guest Speakers

In this seminar, students will be treated as intellectually mature, responsible adults.  I assume that students are open to learning from a range of people and places, and that students will not only respond to direction from the instructor, but that that they will also take initiatives to pursue ideas independently, as well as work productively with others.

Because this seminar emphasizes connections to the city and across disciplines, field trips and guest speakers are an important feature of the seminar.   While the mix of trips and speakers varies from term to term, the following is an illustrative list of some of the possibilities.


Field trips:


Stroger (Cook County) Hospital 


Logan Square Neighborhood Association


Organization of the Northeast


Mexican Fine Arts Museum


Speakers


Dr. Larry Bennett, DePaul University


Kale Williams, Senior Research Fellow, CURL


Dr. Sam Marullo, Georgetown University


Choua Vu, advocate for immigrants’ rights 

Place in the Loyola Core Curriculum

Completion of this course with a grade of C or better satisfies the Loyola core curriculum requirement for a value area in civic engagement.  It also satisfies one of the three community-based course requirements for the Magis Scholars program.

Core Learning Outcomes in Civic Engagement
1.  Students will identify models of civic engagement, both current and historical.
Students will read texts, hear lectures and guest speakers, visit and learn about their collaborators in the community in order to identify a range of theory and practices in civic engagement.  They will write an essay accurately comparing and contrasting different models of civic engagement.
2.  Students will demonstrate an understanding of the ethical responsibilities of civic engagement and its relationship to the Jesuit tradition.
Students will read and discuss at least one text on the ethics of collaborative research, and, when given a case study about a problem in collaborative research, will be able to speak about the ethical issue(s) involved, the roles and responsibilities of the researcher and community, and the relevant ethical principles in choosing a course of action.  Students will also write an essay on how civic engagement is related to the Jesuit tradition of “knowledge in the service of humanity.”   

3.  Students will apply analytical and reflective tools to assess situations and recognize opportunities for civic engagement. 
Students will improve critical thinking and problem-solving abilities by considering a series of urban issues from multiple points of view, and coming to their own conclusions on what could and should be done. They will write a series of essays on these issues. This entails independent library research, as well as possible incorporation of interviews and observations from their research sites, or other locations in the metropolitan areas.
Students will also maintain a “clipping file” of newspaper articles on current urban issues, and be able to discuss them in class, linking the stories to topics studied in the seminar.

As part of their requirements for the companion course, Urban Research, students will keep a weekly journal of their activities and reflections.  They will also work in teams for their community-based research projects, and assess the contributions of each member of the group in team-building.  (More details in the syllabus for Urban Studies Research.)
4.  Students will engage in the community to effect positive change in society.
As the central requirement for the companion course, Urban Research, students will contribute to a collaborative, community-based research project hosted by CURL.  Students will spend an average of seven to eight hours a week on these projects, under the supervision of a graduate student and the assistant director of CURL, David VanZytveld.  The particular responsibilities of each student will vary according to the needs of their team project.  

Procedures
Together, this seminar and Urban Research occupy from 1:40 to 5:15 on Wednesdays in the university schedule.  Generally, small group research teams will meet for project planning and collaboration from 1:45 to 2:45. After a break, the seminar will then meet from 3:00 - 5:15.   The seminar will include lectures and discussions.  From time to time, this schedule will be modified to accommodate field trips and guest speakers, but any change in this schedule is indicated on the syllabus or will be announced in class.  
Textbooks
Instructors for this course will select a set of textbooks and other resources in three main areas, although the particular mix of textbooks and other resources will vary somewhat by instructor.  The following texts illustrate the kinds of material used in this seminar.  There is also a list of recommended web sites about current policy issues at the end of this syllabus.  
1.  History, Theory, Practice of Civic Engagement:

Civic Engagement in American Democracy.  1999.  Theda Skocpol and Morris P. 
Fiorina, Eds.  Washington, D.C.: Brookings Institution

 Cities, Politics and Policy: A Comparative Analysis.  2003.  John Pelisssero.  


Washington, D.C.: Congressional Quarterly Press.

Liberation Sociology.  2001.  Joe Feagin and Hernan Vera.  Boulder, CO: Westview 


Press.

Civic Innovation in America.  Carmen Sirianni and Lewis Friedland.  2001.  Chicago:


University of Chicago Press.

2.   Community-Based Research: Methods, Ethics and Relationship to Jesuit Traditions
Evaluation and Social Research: Introduting Small-Scale Practice.  2004.  Irene Hall 

and David Hall.  New York, NY: Palgrave MacMillan.  

Introduction to Action Research.  1998.  Davydd Greenwood and Marten Levin. 


Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications.

Building Community: Social Science in Action.  1997.  Philip Nyden, Anne Figert, Mark 


Shibley and Darryl Burrows.  Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications.

Living the Catholic Social Tradition: Cases and Commentary.  2004.  Maas Weigert and


Alexia Kelley, Eds.  Lanham, MD: Rowman and Littlefield.
Soul of a Citizen: Living with Conviction in a Cynical Time.  1999.  Paul Loeb.  New 


York, NY: St. Martin’s Press.

Just Readings: A Loyola University Chicago On-Line Social Justice Reader.  Michael J. 


Maher and Daniel Hartnett, S.J., Eds.  2005.


www.sba.luc.edu/wtcminstry/justreadings.pdf

3.  Urban Context and Issues
The Death and Life of Great American Cities.  1961.  Jane Jacobs.  New York, NY: 


Random House.

Heat Wave: A Social Autopsy of Disaster in Chicago.  2002.  Eric Klinenberg.  


Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Global Chicago.  2004.  Charles Madigan, editor.  Chicago: University of Illinois 


Press and the Chicago Council on Foreign Relations.

The New Chicago: A Social and Cultural Anatomy of Contemporary Chicago.  Larry 


Bennett, Ed.  Forthcoming fall 2005.
Annual Editions: Urban Sociology.  2005.  12th edition.  Fred Siegel and Harry


 Siegel, editors.  Dubuque, IA: McGraw-Hill/Dushkin. 

Requirements/Assessment
The requirements for this seminar are based on the learning outcomes for the seminar.

This is an illustrative set of requirements, which may vary somewhat from instructor to instructor.  Different instructors may chose to use quizzes, exams, oral presentations, or other forms of assessment, but they will all address the core learning outcomes.  
1.  Students will identify models of civic engagement, both current and historical.
Students will write a ten page paper accurately comparing and contrasting different models of civic engagement based on reading, lecture and discussion materials.
2.  Students will demonstrate an understanding of the ethical responsibilities of civic engagement and its relationship to the Jesuit tradition.

Given a case study of a problem in collaborative research, students will be able to speak about the ethical issue(s) involved, the roles and responsibilities of the researcher and community, and the relevant ethical principles in choosing a course of action.  

Students will write an essay on how civic engagement is related to the Jesuit tradition of “knowledge in the service of humanity.”   

3.  Students will apply analytical and reflective tools to assess situations and recognize opportunities for civic engagement. 
Students will write two issue papers on topical questions rising out of their own questions, their research experience, and the material considered collectively in the seminar.  In such a paper, a student will describe how s/he became interested in a particular question, present at least two perspectives on this issue, and conclude with what s/he thinks could and should be done. These papers will entail independent library research, as well as possible incorporation of interviews and observations from their research sites, or other locations in the metropolitan areas.

Students will also maintain a “clipping file” of newspaper articles on current urban issues, and be able to discuss them in class, linking the stories to topics studied in the seminar.  The clipping files will be collected at the midterm and final class sessions.

As a concluding assignment, students will write a brief essay on how their understanding and participation in civic life has changed (or not changed) over the course of the semester.  
Optional/Enrichment Activities 

(This will vary from instructor to instructor.) 

This seminar aims to broaden your own experience with and connection to Chicago, through field trips, guest speakers, and assignments that will take you out of the classroom and into the city.  For instance, to get a first hand taste of the cultural diversity present in the city of Chicago, students may attend one “Cultural Connections” program sponsored by the Field Museum and other cultural institutions in the city.  Please see the brochure for details on times, places and topics.  After attending a program, each person is asked to give a brief oral report on what he or she observed and learned.

To see a bit of the “nuts and bolts” of city services in action, students may attend one meeting of a public or quasi-public organization, such as a public forum with an alderman, a local school council meeting, a Tax Increment Financing advisory board meeting, a hearing on Chicago Transit Authority services, or a CAPS meeting (community policing).  Again, after attending a meeting, each person is asked to give a 
brief oral report on what he or she observed and learned.   

Students are also strongly encouraged to attend some of the Friday morning seminars at CURL, where a variety of scholars, political leaders and activists discuss their work and perspectives.

Grading
Grading in this seminar is based on the course requirements and learning outcomes.  The following illustrates one approach to grading, which may vary somewhat from instructor to instructor. 

A letter grade for the seminar will be determined by the number of points a student has accumulated for the all assignments out of a total of 200 possible points.  A minimum of two points will be deducted from the score of any assignment submitted late.  No incompletes will be allowed for this course, because much of the learning depends on interaction with other members of the seminar and guest speakers.  The point value of each part of the course is as follows:


Paper on models of civic engagement



40

Oral presentation on case study of an ethical problem

20

Essay on civic engagement and Jesuit tradition


20

Two issue papers @ 40 points each




80


Weekly newspaper clipping file



            20



Final essay







20


Total







          200

 The approximate final grading scale, subject to the instructor’s discretion, will be:


Total Points

Percentage of Possible Points
Letter Grade

 
186 - 200


93 – 100%


      A


180 - 185


90 – 93%


      A-


174 – 179


87 – 89%


      B+


166 -  173


83 – 86%


      B


160 – 165


80 – 82%


      B-


154 – 159


77 – 79%


      C+


146 – 153


73 – 76%


      C

            140 -  145


70 – 72%


      C-


134 – 139


67 – 69%


      D+


126 – 133


63 – 66%


      D


    0 - 188


  0 - 62 %


      F

Computer Use and Email 
Every member of this seminar needs an active email account and Internet access either through Loyola or your own provider, such as America On-Line.  If you were using the Loyola computer system last semester, you should be able to log on with the same ID and password.  If you want your Loyola email to be automatically forwarded to your own provider, you can set that rule on your account.

If you have never used the Loyola computer system, or you have forgotten your password, go to the computing center office, Room 101, in the lower level of the Crown Center, and ask the staff to set up or restore your password. You will need to show your current Loyola student identification card.  Alternatively, you may get your computer ID and password by calling the computer help desk with your social security number.    The phone number is 4-4444 on campus, or 773-508-7190 off campus. 
Course Schedule

The overall framework of the course will be constant across instructors, so that the units on collaborative research, the urban context and issues, and civic engagement more broadly, will be the same.  However, instructors will vary in their choice of texts and assignments within those units, and possibly, in the sequencing of the units. 
This schedule is illustrative of one of several possible approaches.  It is organized inductively, beginning with the most immediate and tangible task before the students—working on their research project, then moving up to the contemporary urban context and issues, and concluding with a look at the bigger question of civic engagement across time and ideologies. 
Seminar Schedule
Date
     Topic and Readings Due




Assignment Due
Week 1      Introductions and orientation
Week 2      Unit 1: Collaborative Community-Based Research

       Hall & Hall, Ch 1 “Introduction”




    Ch 2 “Understanding Evaluation”

Oral presentation




    Ch 3 “Evaluation and Ethics”

on ethics case study
Week 3       Hall & Hall, Ch 4 “Planning Research”




    Ch 5 “Analyzing the Data”




    Ch 6 “Reporting on Evaluation”

Week 4       Hall & Hall  Ch 7 “Reflecting on Evaluation”

Essay on civic 


                 Ch 8 “Case-studies of Small-Scale Evaluation”
engagement &










Jesuit tradition 



       Unit 2:  The Urban Context and Issues 

   The Social Production of Isolation and Community
Week 5     Klinenberg, Prologue “The Urban Inferno” 
                                     Introduction “The City of Extremes”



 Ch 1 “Dying Alone”




     
Week 6    Klinenberg, Ch 2  “Race, Place and Vulnerability”

    

   

Ch 3 “City Services in the Empowerment Era”    Issue Paper 1
Week 7     Klinenberg  Ch 4  “Governing by Public Relations”                      

               
             Ch 5  “News Organizations” 

                   


             Conclusion “Emerging Dangers”


             Epilogue “Together in the End”

       Clipping file

Week 8 Break – no class

     Urban Economy, Inequality & Governance
Week 9      Madigan Ch 1 “A Global City”





                  
         Ch 2  “A City Reinvents Itsel
Week 10     Madigan Ch 3 “The Political City”



          Ch 4 “Global City, Global People”



      
       
          Ch 5 “Human Rights Legacy”
Week 11      Madigan Ch 6 “City of Big Thinkers”



Issue Paper 2



Ch 7 “The World's Art and Chicago”



Ch 8 “Shaping Global Chicago”

     Unit 3 Civic Engagement
Week 12     Skocpol Ch 1 “Making Sense of the Civic Engagement Debate”



 Part 1 “Between State & Society: Roots of American Civic Engagement”
Week 13     Skocpol Part 2 “Civic Life in a Changing Society”
Week 14     Skocpol Part 3 “The Ironies of Contemporary Activism”          Models of









Civic Engagement









            Paper

Week 15     Review & Conclusion




          Clipping File




Final Exam    Personal Perspectives





Final Essay
Period
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Issue Paper Instructions

(sample: assignments may vary somewhat from instructor to instructor)

This essay is a vehicle for you to pursue a topic from our readings and class discussions in more depth, and for you to share what you have learned with other members of the seminar.  Cumulatively, as you do these essays, I hope that you will construct an understanding not only of discrete topics, but how urban systems function, more broadly. Each essay will be about six pages long and worth a total of 40 points.
This essay has five parts:

1.  Opening paragraph: this is a thought-piece, an idea, question, experience, response to reading.  It’s the seed or germination of your more in-depth reading on a topic.  3 pts.

2.   Two to three pages reporting on one perspective on this topic.  These two pages should be based on readings, such as our assigned readings in the seminar, but also on other relevant material that you locate.  This could include books or articles mentioned by an author, Internet sources, or peer-reviewed journal articles.  16 pts

3.  Two to three pages reporting on a different perspective on the same topic.  These two pages should also be based on readings, such as our assigned readings in the seminar, books or article mentioned by an author, Internet sources, or a peer-reviewed journal articles.  16 pts.

4.  A concluding paragraph on what you now think about this topic, and perhaps, what else you would like to know about it  3 pts.

5.  Bibliography providing standard citations for your sources.  3 pts
Further thoughts on the essay:
Typically, student have the most difficulty with picking a topic, and finding outside sources (and to a lesser degree, organizing the paper).  I'm not sure I have any great wisdom on picking a topic, beyond paying attention to what catches your interest in the reading, or resonates with your experiences, ideas or questions.  The opening paragraph of the essay should function a bit as an "intellectual autobiography" on how/why you came to a particular topic.  It should be written in the first person (I thought, I wondered, I saw . . .).  

This opening paragraph is perhaps unfamiliar to you in a college paper, because it's not as formal and "distant" as a typical research paper.  In fact, sometimes on people omit it altogether on their first submission, I suspect because it didn't feel "right."  But I think it can be helpful to your own thinking to put on paper the process that lead you to a particular issue. (If you have particular difficulty in locating sources, or organizing material, report that.  It's helpful to me to know that, because I can perhaps provide some direction.)  By the same token, the closing paragraph should come back to you, what you think now, given what you've read or experienced.  Again, it should be in the first person.  

In terms of sources, I'm looking for you to gain some new, credible information/insight.  Sometimes websites, magazines or newspaper articles are appropriate (especially for very current topics), but portions of books and journals available online or in the library stacks are usually the most credible sources.  If you need particular help, feel free to email me or ask a librarian.  

Finally, in terms of organization of the body of the essay, I do want you to use a simple format: one point of view and evidence, then the other point of view and evidence.  Do indicate the source of your information in your essay.  You can use a footnote, or just a parenthetical note.  I want to know the author, year and page # in the text. Please don't just put a number in parenthesis.    For example,

  Of all the children in Chicago, 30% have asthma (Smith 2003: 24).

  or

  According to Smith (2003:24), 30% of children in Chicago have asthma.  

  or

  According to Smith, 30% of children in Chicago have asthma (2003:24).

If your source is a website or newspaper article, put a simple reference in the text, with the URL or complete information in the bibliography.  Something like:

   Of the children in Chicago, 30% have asthma (Health Report online)

    Of the children in Chicago, 30% have asthma (Tribune 2/1/2005)

Internet Resources

There are a number of web sites that offer a wealth of resources for researching urban issues and policies. These include:

a. 
Electronic Policy Network (http://epn.org) links with dozens of organizations and publications that deal with public policy issues, such as welfare and families, education, health, and civic participation.

b. 
Community Organizing and Development (http://comm-org.utoledo.edu) links with hundreds of groups and scholars involved in urban community organizing and development.

c. 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (http://huduser.org) has information about housing and urban problems, research, publications, and lots of data.

d. 
The National Housing Institute (http://www.nhi.org) is a non-profit organization that examines housing and community issues and searches for successful solutions. Links here to Shelter Force Online, a valuable journal focusing on housing issues.

e. 
Policy Link (http://www.policylink.org) is a national advocacy and research organization committed to equity by enlarging the sphere of influence that affects policy so those closest to the challenges are not left out.

f. 
Common Dreams (http://www.commondreams.org) provides "news and


views for the progressive community" and links to many different


media outlets.

g. 
Chicago Reporter (http://chicagoreporter.org). A great publication that focuses on issues of race, poverty and politics in Chicago.

h. 
Chicago Tribune (http://chicagotribune.com). If you don't get the


real thing, go on line!

-
