

Social Analysis and Social Action

Alternative Break Immersion/Greeks for a Good Cause
Loyola University Chicago

Sociology 120/Peace Studies 120  

Mudelein 505; Monday, Wednesday & Friday; 12:35 P.M. – 1:25 P.M.
Instructor: Dr. Marilyn Krogh



                             email: mkrogh@luc.edu

Office: Damen Hall 938




                    (note: no ‘u’ in Krogh)

Office Phone: 773-508-3471



        Office Hours: Wednesdays  3:45-4:45










 and by appointment

ABI Trip Coordinator: Patrick Eccles



                    email: peccles@luc.edu

Office: Mission and Ministry, Mundelein 200


            Office Phone: 773-508-2205

Course Purpose

This service-learning course is open to any undergraduate participant in a domestic spring or summer ABI (Alternative Break Immersion) trip or a service trip with Greeks for a Good Cause.  This course has three objectives:

1.  To help students examine historic to contemporary proposals to address poverty and related social problems in the United States.  From a sociological perspective, we will examine the assumptions behind the proposals, the proposals themselves, and their influence.  We will also consider these proposals from various faith and justice perspectives.  

2.  To prepare students to better engage with and understand the individuals and communities they will meet on the service trips,  developing a personal appreciation for the contemporary situation of people and communities whose experiences may be quite different from their own.

3.   Through intensive personal reflection, to help students consider the implications of their study and experiences for discernment and decision-making about how they live their own lives, and then to help them act on those implications.
This course attempts to be consistent with Loyola’s identity and mission.  As described on our university website, 

“We are Chicago's Jesuit Catholic University,




 a diverse community seeking to find God in all things




 and working to expand knowledge in the service of humanity





through learning, justice and faith."
University Core and Other Requirement (pending approval of the Core Curriculum committee)
This course fulfills one of the two required university core courses in “social and cultural knowledge.”  It also fulfills the core requirement for a civic engagement value class.  Details on the relationship between core outcomes and elements of the course are provided below, just before the course schedule.  For majors or minors in the sociology or peace studies, this counts as an elective course in those programs.  Sociology majors need to earn a “C-” or better for this course to count toward the department’s requirements for graduation.  If you have a documented disability and wish to discuss academic accommodations, please speak with me as soon as possible
Course Textbooks

This course presumes a solid knowledge of American history, which forms the context for our more focused study of proposals to end poverty and related social problems.  If you have a high school or college American history textbook, I urge you to dust it off and refer to it for the broad story-line of our national history.  The textbook is an anthology of excerpts from primary source documents.
The textbook for this course is available for purchase at both Barnes and Noble and Beck’s Bookstore, 6550 North Sheridan.  (Beck’s is located just north of McDonald’s.)  

Social Solutions to Poverty:  America’s Struggle to Build a Just Society.  2006.  Editor, Scott J.


 Myers-Lipton.  Boulder, CO: Paradigm Publishers.

We will also use some parts of this online collection (no purchase necessary).

Just Readings: A Loyola University Chicago On-Line Social Justice Reader. 2004. Edited by 
Michael J. Maher and Daniel Hartnett, S.J.. University Ministry, Loyola University Chicago.  
http://www.luc.edu/missionandminstry/PDFs/justreadings.pdf   .
And, we will use some supplementary readings, available for this course as electronic reserves.

Students will help reconstruct resources about the ABI host sites for the Mission and Ministry office, which were destroyed last year in the fire in Mundelein, as well as develop individual reading lists for their own projects.  

Course Overview

The course has seven major units, as follows:


I.     Course Orientation        

II.    Understanding Historical Perspectives  


III.   Experiencing Contemporary Realities      

IV.   Understanding 20th and 21st Century Perspectives                                         


VI.   Imagination and Action Projects    

VII.  Course Conclusion  

Course Requirements 
There are four graded components to this course:


Four analysis and application papers

A host/site paper and an issue analysis paper in preparation for ABI trip


An action project in response to ABI trip


Two reflective essays (one after the trip and one at the end of the course)

Detailed instructions for each component will be distributed in class, but here is an overview.

The analysis and application (A & A) papers are based on the common course readings and class discussions.  In class we will often collectively analyze a “social solution” and consider its relevance to today.  However, there is far more material to ponder than we have time to discuss in class.  So that students can focus on material of particular interest to them, and exercise their analytic and application skills, two times before the trip, and two times after the trip, each student will select one of the common course readings, analyze its “social solution,” and consider its application to current realties in writing.  Each A & A paper will be two to three pages.
Before the ABI trip, each student will write a four page paper exploring the identity of their host organization, and the place served by their host.  They will also write a four page paper that analyzes one of the social issues addressed by their host in more depth.  Students will tell other students in the class about what they have found, contribute their papers to the collection of resources in the ministry office, and, if possible, share their findings with the other students going to that site.  These papers will be a form of service-learning—they will integrate both elements.
After the ABI trip, each student or teams of students will develop and carry out an “action project” in direct or indirect support of the mission of their ABI host.  The range of possibilities for this project is wide open to student creativity and initiative.  By way of example, in the past students have enhanced a web-page on community-supported agriculture for their host, created an brochure about preventing lead poisoning during the rehabilitation of housing in New Orleans, tutored immigrants in English, sponsored guest speakers on campus,  participated in related political advocacy, and contributed photos, essays and poems to the “Stories of Solidarity” event.  When you are on your trip, I would encourage you to ask your hosts what would be helpful to them.  This action project will be a form of service-learning—it will integrate both elements.
After the trip and after the action project, each student will write a brief essay with a more personal, reflective purpose. The essays are about you-your growth in faith, understanding, imagination, or action related to some aspect of your experience on your trip and in the class.  They will be about two to three pages.
Students can earn extra credit by attending up to two relevant special events on campus, or by reading from a biography of a leader related to their ABI site  and reporting (briefly) to class.
Course Grading

The assignments are worth a total of 200 points, allocated as follows:

  4 Analysis & Application @ 20 pts
=    80

*1 Host/Site Paper    @ 20 pts
=    20
           **1 Issue Analysis     @ 20 pts
=    20 

          **1 Action Project      @ 40 pts
=    40


  2 Reflection Essays @ 20 pts
=    40

         Total possible points


=  200

    *The points for stages of the host/site paper are: sources@4 oral report @4, paper@12
  **The points for stages of the issue analysis are: sources@2, notes@4 oral report@4, paper@10
***The points for stages of the project are:  idea@5, plan@5, oral report@5, project@25
At the end of the course, the number of points earned of out 200 will be converted into a letter grade. The final grading scale will be:



Total Points


Percentage of

      Letter Grade






  
Possible Points



186 – 200


93 – 100%


      A



180 – 185


90 – 92%


      A-



174 – 179


87 – 89%


      B+



166 - 173


83 – 86%


      B



160 – 165


80 – 82%


      B-



154 – 159


77 – 79%


      C+



146 – 153


73 – 76%


      C

                   
140 - 145


70 – 72%


      C-



134 – 139


67 – 69%


      D+



126 – 133


63 – 66%


      D


0     - 126


  0 - 62 %


      F

 Attendance and Deadlines Policy
The success of this course depends on interaction among all the members of the class, as discussion, debate, and oral reports are integral to the course, and consistent attendance by each person improves the class for everyone and minimizes logistical problems.  If you miss more than two class sessions, contact me as soon as possible and let me know what is going on.  A minimum of one point will be deducted from the grade of a late assignment.   Also, we will use the Blackboard course site, http://www.luc.edu/is/blackboard.  Scroll down the screen and click on “Blackboard Student QuickStart” for instructions on using this software.

Core Social and Cultural Knowledge
Students will develop two competencies that contribute to the overall core outcome of cultural, societal, and self understanding.  They will describe relationships among cultural, economic, political, and social forces, and identify their impact on human behavior through the analysis and application papers.  They will also distinguish historical and contemporary views of justice through the issue paper.

Core Civic Engagement Value
Students will develop two competencies that contribute to the overall core outcome of promoting leadership and civic engagement.  They will identify models of civic contribute to positive change in society and the environment through their service on the Alternative Break Immersion trips and subsequent action projects.   And they will understand the ethical responsibilities of leadership and their relationship to the Jesuit tradition through the Just Readings and reflection essays.

Course Schedule

The schedule below may be revised in response to the needs and interests of the class as the semester progresses. In particular, some exercises, movies and guest speakers will be added to the course schedule.  Any such changes will be announced in class and distributed in writing.

In the schedule, ML indicates the book edited by Myers-Lipton, JR indicates the online pdf document, Just Readings and ER indicates electronic reserve.
Date

Class Topic & Readings Due



     Assignment Due



I.  Course Orientation       
Mon Jan 14
Introductions  
Wed Jan 16
ER, “Meaning and Faith” 



Pp. 14-33 from Big Questions, Worthy Dreams by Sharon Daloz Parks


Fri Jan 18
Meaning of Shalom  (power point in class)               
     Jan 18-20
ABI Leadership Retreat
Mon Jan 21  
No class – Martin Luther King Day observed





Wed Jan 23
JR “A Pedagogy of Justice” by Daniel Hartnett, S.J.

      Host/Site Sources


II. Understanding Historical Perspectives                                                                                  


Ch 1 Native American Contributions to Egalitarianism
Fri Jan 25
ML pp. 1-17  Prologue, On Cannibals, Curious Dialogues 
 practice BB submission


ER “Settlement and Subjugation 1600-1840”
 


pp. 3-13; 21-28 from White Supremacy by George M. Fredrickson

Mon Jan 28
ML pp. 17-20  Distresses of a Frontier Man


ML pp. 27-29 Message from the Western Indians
Wed Jan 30 1
ML pp. 20-27, 29-30  Agarian Justice, Epilogue

        


ER “God and the Poor”


 
pp. 60-65, 87-95 from Rich Christians in an Age of Hunger by Ronald Sider



JR   “The Concept of Justice in Judaism: Some Brief Comments” by Patti Ray 
Fri  Feb 1
Oral reports on hosts/sites





Host/Site Paper





Ch 2 The Early Republic and Pre-Civil War America:



Moral Cures, Poorhouse, and Structural Solutions
Mon  Feb 4
ML pp. 31-38 Prologue



     
           


ML pp. 38-44 Third Annual Report, Report on Pauper Laws
Wed Feb 6
ML pp. 45-54  Address, Existing Evils, The Rights of Man
          
Fri Feb 8
ML pp. 55-60  Sleep Not Longer, Epilogue



       A & A #1



JR “Islam and Justice Issues” by Marcia Hermansen 
                     


Ch 3  After the Civil War: The Rise of Labor and Scientific Charity
Mon Feb 11
Finding sources for issue analysis







Meet at Information Commons reference desk

Wed Feb 13
ML pp. 61-69, 89-92 Prologue, Woman Wants Bread
         
 Issue Sources


JR “Social Justice and Hindu Scriptures” by Tracy Pintchman



JR “Social Justice and Buddhist Scriptures” by Tracy Pintchman                 
Fri  Feb 15
ML pp. 69-83  Freedman’s Bureau, It Is Not Right               

  







Mon Feb 18    ML pp. 83-88, 93-110 Army of the Discontented, We Seek Liberty,         A & A # 2





  Charity Organization, Epilogue



Ch 4 The (Un) Progressive Era
Wed Feb 20
 Movie: Eugene Debs and the American Movement                                 Issue Notes
Fri Feb 22
ML pp. 111-139 Prologue, Public Activities






    Child Welfare, Industrial Education                
Mon Feb 25
MF pp. 140-158  Coxey, Indian Problem

   


                Socialist Party, Epilogue
Feb 24
ABI Liturgy Send-Off  @ 9:00 PM


III.  Experiencing  Contemporary Realities      


ABI Trip Expectations, Experiences, and Debriefing





       
Wed Feb 27
Oral reports on issue analysis





       
Fri Feb 29
Oral reports on issue analysis


             
 
Issue Analysis


Mar 3 – 7
Spring Break Immersion Trips




Mon Mar 10 
Stories of immersion
Wed Mar 12
Stories of immersion
Fri Mar 14
JR “The Historical Jesus & the Kingdom of God, Becoming”        Immersion Essay



by Wendy Cotter, c.s.j. 



IV.  Understanding 20th and 21st Century Perspectives                                                                             



Ch 5 The Great Depression and the New Deal Era
Mon Mar 17
ML pp. 159-166 Prologue



JR “Ten Principles of Catholic Social Teaching” by William J. Byron, S.J. 

Wed Mar 19
ML pp. 167-172 Preservation of Self-Help, Houses of Hospitality
Fri Mar 21
Good Friday holiday - no class

Mon Mar 24
Easter Monday holiday – no class
Wed Mar 26
ML pp. 173-192 Civil Works, EPIC, Redistribution of Wealth

Fri Mar 28
Movie: The Great Depression: We Have a Plan


Project Idea
Mon Mar 31 
ML pp. 193-209 Social Security, Social Insurance

Wed Apr 2
ML pp 204-210 Epilogue





A & A #3


JR “Quadragesimo Anno” (1931) summarized by Mary Elsbernd, O.S.F. 



in “Key Social 
Justice Documents of the Catholic Church”         


Ch 6 The War on Poverty
Fri Apr 4 
ML pp. 211-220, 232-240 Prologue, We Give You a Hand Up
Mon Apr 7
ML pp. 221-231  Where Do We Go from Here, The Ballot or the Bullet
Wed Apr 9
ML pp. 241-250 Welfare, Poorest of Poor, Alcatraz Proclamation
Fri Apr 11
Exploring the national budget: 




Project Plan


Meet at Information Commons Front Desk



ML pp. 251-258 Epilogue



JR  “Brothers and Sisters to Us” (1979) summarized by Claire Noonan in


           “Key Social Justice Documents U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops”   


    Apr 13
ABI Reunion @ 3-5 PM


Ch 7 Dismantling the New Deal and War on Poverty: Contemporary Solutions
Mon Apr 14
ML pp. 259-272, 295-300  Prologue, Faith-Based Charities
Wed Apr 16
ML pp. 272-286 Hunger, Homelessness, Living Wage
Fri Apr 18
ML pp. 287-294 Taft-Hartley, Fair Trade, Hidden Agenda, Debt to Blacks, 

Mon Apr 21
ML pp. 300-314 Building Assets, Creation Stories, Epilogue        A & A # 4


JR “Economic Justice for All” (1986) summarized by 


Claire Noonan in “Key Social Justice Documents USCCB” 

       



VI.  Imagination and Action Projects                                                                            
                                                                                                                                          

    Tues Apr 22
Earth Day – opening of virtual exhibit “Sociology of Global Warming”











Wed Apr 23
Oral reports on projects






Fri Apr 25
Oral reports on projects





Projects done


JR  “Seven Key Principles of Faithful Citizenship” (2003) summarized by



Claire Noonan  in “Key Social Justice Documents USCCB”




VII.  Course Conclusion     
Mon Apr 28
Study day-No class

Wed Apr 30
No class




Final Exam
JR “Social Justice and Jesuit Education” by Jack O’Callaghan S.J.
Friday May 2   




9 – 11 A.M.
Personal reflections and futures




Final Essay
Summer Immersions  
The due dates for the immersion essay and action project will be 
May 12-18/21


modified for students participating in the summer immersions.
 




