Standard Syllabus

Course Name

Course Number


This course provides an introduction to Asian religious traditions.
	Knowledge Area(s) satisfied:
	Theological and Religious Studies Knowledge

	Skill(s) Developed:
	Critical Thinking Skills and Dispositions

	Values Requirement(s) satisfied:
	Understanding Diversity in the United States or the World, Understanding Spirituality or Faith in Action in the World


Learning Objectives:  

Knowledge Area (Theological and Religious Studies Knowledge):

By taking this course, students will be able to demonstrate knowledge, with attention to historical development, of the central texts, beliefs, ethical understandings, and practices of at least three Asian religions. By way of example, students who take this course should be able to: (1) name and discuss some of the most important scriptures of at least three Asian religions; (2) Articulate a broad outline of the historical evolution of at least three Asian religious traditions; (3) Define and discuss key concepts, terms, values, and religious practices characteristic of at least three Asian religions.

The course addresses other competencies as well.  By taking this course, for example, students should be able to analyze and interpret Asian religious texts, beliefs, and practices using standard scholarly methods and tools (competency a). By way of example, students should be able to analyze and interpret some Hindu scriptures and scriptural passages. Students taking this course will also be able to demonstrate knowledge of the central ethical teachings and perspectives of some Asian religious traditions (competency e).

Skills (Critical Thinking Skills and Dispositions):

The course will require students to do the following:   

(1)  "comprehend, paraphrase, summarize, and contextualize the meaning of varying forms of communication."  

In class discussions, quizzes, and/or examinations, students will demonstrate the ability to comprehend, paraphrase, summarize, and/or contextualize a variety of religious texts, histories, and ideas, as well as scholarly arguments about those texts, histories and ideas.  

(2)  develop "strategies for seeking and synthesizing information to support an argument, make a decision, or resolve a problem." 

In class discussions, quizzes, and/or examinations, students will be encouraged to articulate reasoned arguments about materials studies in the course or to critique arguments to which they are exposed in the class. 

(3)  monitor students' own "individual thinking or behavior" in relationship to Asian religions "in order to question, confirm, validate, or correct" their presuppositions and prejudgments.  

Class discussions will require students to reflect on their own presuppositions and correct erroneous opinions by appealing to data and reasoned argumentation.

Values Area (Understanding Diversity in the United States or the World):

The class will foster a critical and informed familiarity with a number of religions indigenous to Asia.  It will foster in students an ability to identify distinctive patterns of thought and behavior that contribute to the formation of Asian spiritualities, cultures, and societies.  Thus it will address competencies (a) and(d) under the value "understanding diversity in the US or the world." (Because more than one religion is covered in this class, all students will be exposed to religions with which they do not personally identify.)

Values Area (Understanding Spirituality or Faith in Action in the World):

By taking this course, students will be able to "demonstrate knowledge of and capacity to articulate the foundations of" at least three Asian religions, whether they are themselves members of the religion in question ("one's own" belief or faith tradition") or not ("others' beliefs or faith traditions").  They will also be able to "demonstrate how [the] faith traditions or belief systems" they study in this class have been or can be related to the intellectual and cultural life of Asians in Asia (e.g., Asian systems of philosophy, Asian beliefs about the relationship between humans and other kinds of living beings, beliefs about the human body and how illness and healing take place prevalent in Asia, and so forth.)

Learning Activities:

Possible array of texts: 





· John Y. Fenton et al, Religions of Asia. 
· Robert O. Ballou, ed., The Portable World Bible. 
· Karan Singh, The Mountain of Shiva.
· Eva Wong, Seven Taoist Masters.
· Eugen Herrigel, Zen in the Art of Archery.


Note: (Instructors may vary the textbooks.)

Possible evaluation methods:

· Lecture

· Discussion

· Written assignments

· Examinations

· Presentations

· Field trips

Note: (Instructors may vary the evaluation categories.)

Sample Semester Schedule:

Week 1:
Introduction to the course

Origins of Hinduism; Hindu scriptures; Basic Hindu Beliefs

Week 2:
Basic Hindu Beliefs (continued)

The three paths: the path of action (Karma)

Week 3:
the path of action (continued); The path of knowledge

Week 4:
the path of devotion and the Primary Gods: Krishna, Rama, Shiva, The Great Goddess and goddesses

Hindu Tantra

Reconciling the paths: the Bhagavad-Gita

Week 5:
discussion of The Mountain of Shiva;


Week 6: 
Introduction to Buddhism: The Life of Gautama the Buddha

The nature of reality according to the Early Buddhist Tradition

The twelvefold chain of dependent origination

Week 7:
The eightfold path

Theravada Buddhism; discussion of primary sources

Week 8:
Mahayana Buddhism
Week 9:
Vajrayana Buddhism; Introduction to Religion in China


Week 10:
Intro to religion in China (cont.); Confucius and Confucianism

Neo-Confucianism
Week 11:
The early Daoist (Taoist) tradition: the Dao de jing (Tao to chino), Laozi (Lao Tzu), and Zhuangzi (Chuang Tzu)

Religious Daoism
Week 12:
discussion of Seven Taoist Masters)

Buddhism in China; China in the Modern period
Week 13:
Shinto
Week 14:
Buddhism in Japan
Note: (Instructors may vary the presentation of topics to some degree, but the material covered will remain the same.)

