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Course Description


The prerequisite for this new course is an approved application for one of the May 2009 University Ministry-sponsored alternative break immersion trips to Latin America (Guatemala, El Salvador, Mexico, and the U.S./Mexico border—please see Appendix for detailed description of the Loyola ABI program and itineraries for the Latin America ABIs).  Using a multi-disciplinary approach to prepare students for immersion in the realities of Latin America, the course will be co-sponsored by Loyola's Center for the Human Rights of Children.  Through lecture, multi-disciplinary readings, film, and guest lectures, we will explore the ongoing struggle for human rights in Latin America from a variety of perspectives, including liberation theology, history, politics, psychology, literature, and culture.  Particular attention will be given to the realities of the poor and the oppressed in the countries students will be visiting, with a special focus on the rights of women, children, and migrants. Issues to be examined will include military repression (including the history and current role of the U.S. in the region), impunity for human rights violations, the practice of torture, health care as a human right, and increasing violence against women.  We will study movements for economic and ecological justice and calls for economic, social and cultural rights in the region. Students will engage in both scholarly study and personal reflection on issues related to social responsibility, global citizenship, and personal calling to civic engagement and leadership in advocacy for human rights at both local and global levels.
Core Curriculum
· Core Knowledge Area satisfied:  Theological and Religious Studies Knowledge
· Core Skills developed:  Critical Thinking Skills and Dispositions

· Core Values Requirements satisfied:  Civic Engagement and Leadership

This course will develop competencies in several dimensions of Theological and Religious Studies Knowledge.  By successfully completing the course, students will demonstrate a grasp of the central theological, spiritual, and ethical dimensions of the struggle for human rights in Latin America, particularly from the perspective of liberation theology.   Students will develop Critical Thinking Skills and Dispositions through an interdisciplinary examination of the historical and structural dimensions of poverty and injustice in Latin America from a variety of  perspectives, including liberation theology, history, politics, psychology, literature, and culture.  
Although the course is relevant to each of the other three Core Values (Understanding Diversity, Promoting Justice, and Spirituality/Faith in Action in the World), the content of the class and the experiential immersion component will most heavily weight the course toward the Core Value of Civic Engagement and Leadership.  Core learning outcomes related to civic engagement and leadership will be assessed through faculty observation, weekly reflection papers making connections between readings and personal experience, a mid-term paper on the life of exemplary Latin American women, and a final paper integrating scholarly study and personal reflection upon social responsibility and the personal calling to civic engagement and leadership.  In the context of this course, competencies/skills relevant to the core value of civic engagement and leadership include: 

· Identifying models of leadership and civic engagement, both current and historical

(e.g., Bartolome de las Casas, Archbishop Oscar Romero of El Salvador, Bishop Juan      Gerardi & Rigoberta Menchu of Guatemala, Digna Ochoa and Bishop Samuel Ruiz of Mexico, and living examples of civic engagement and leadership encountered in the areas students will visit on their immersion experiences). 

· Demonstrating an understanding of the ethical responsibilities of leadership and its relationship to the Jesuit tradition (e.g., the life and thought of Fr. Ignacio Ellacuria & the Jesuit martyrs of El Salvador, the thought of Jesuit liberation theologian Jon Sobrino). 
· Applying analytical and reflective tools to assess situations and recognize leadership possibilities and opportunities for civic engagement (e.g., learning to use the tool of social analysis to ask appropriate questions about the historical and structural roots of poverty, injustice, and human rights violations in the various countries the students will visit).
· Self-examination and reflection upon issues of personal vocation and the call to social responsibility, civic engagement, and leadership.

Readings

1)  Jon Sobrino, No Salvation Outside the Poor:  Prophetic-Utopian Essays
2)  Francisco Goldman, The Art of Political Murder: Who Killed the Bishop?

3)  Human Rights in Latin America Course Reader (photocopied chapters & articles)

4)  John Neafsey,  A Sacred Voice is Calling:  Personal Vocation and Social Conscience
5)  Edward Cleary, Mobilizing for Human Rights in Latin America
6)  Choose one of the following books by or about Latin American women:

· Rigoberta Menchu, I, Rigoberta Menchu:  An Indian Woman in Guatemala
· Ana Carrigan, Salvador Witness:  The Life and Calling of Jean Donovan  

· Linda Diebel, Betrayed: The Assassination of Digna Ochoa 
· Dianna Ortiz, The Blindfold’s Eyes:  My Journey From Torture to Truth 
· Julia Alvarez, In the Time of the Butterflies 

· Teresa Rodriguez, Daughters of Juarez: A True Story of Serial Murder South of the Border
· Pierrette Hondagnu-Sotelo, Domestica:  Immigrant Workers Cleaning & Caring in the Shadows of Affluence, 
· Ana Guzmán Molina, The Power of Love: My Experience in a U.S. Immigration Jail 
Course Requirements

· Attendance & Participation: Because of the personal and experiential nature of the learning process for this class and the rich potential for learning from the insights and experiences of others, class members are expected to attend all class sessions for the entire class period.  Being here and participating is an essential part of work for this class.  There are a total of 28 scheduled class sessions during the semester   Attendance will count 13 points towards the final grade (26 X .5 points per class; 2 classes can be missed without penalty).  Verbal participation (asking relevant questions, making comments or sharing insights or personal examples that contribute to class discussions) will count for a total of 19 points toward the final grade.  Attendance & participation together will count for a total of 32 points toward the final grade.
· Preparation:  Class members are expected to prepare for class by reading all assigned readings prior to each class meeting (see Course Schedule).   Please bring all readings to class with you so that we can refer to them in class.

· Weekly Reflection Papers:  Most weeks a one-page reflection paper will be required to help you prepare for class by reflecting on the readings for the coming week and applying insights from them to your own life experience.  These are to be handed in at the beginning of class on the date they are due (see Course Schedule).  There are 10 assigned dates for reflection papers, but only 9 of these papers will be counted toward your grade.  Students may choose to skip one of these papers at their own discretion or to drop the lowest grade if they complete all 10.  Each paper is worth 2 points, counting for a total of 18 points toward the final grade.  Reflection Papers will be graded as follows: 
2 points = Good Work (evidence of both thoughtful reflection on readings and personal application of ideas and insights from readings to one’s own life)

1 point = Needs Work (little evidence of scholarly or personal reflection) or Late

0 points = Not Handed In

      Reflection Papers should follow the following structure:

· They should consist of three solid paragraphs (3-5 sentences per paragraph) and should be approximately one typed, double-spaced page in length (not much more or less).

· In your first paragraph, summarize the central concern or theme of one of the required readings for the week, e.g., “The central concern of Sobrino’s chapter  is….” 

· In your second paragraph, focus in on a particular insight or passage that moved you or sparked your interest, e.g., “The idea/passage that most sparked my interest is….”  What is it about this idea or passage that struck you?  Why?  .   

· In your final paragraph, attempt to make a connection between an issue or insight from the reading and your own life experience, especially regarding implications for your own potential for civic engagement and leadership.  Be specific.

Mid-Term Paper.  This 4-5 page paper will focus on a book of the student’s choice by or about women from Latin America whose lives exemplify commitment to civic engagement and leadership in the area of human rights.  Choose one of the books listed on the syllabus, or an alternative book with the approval of the instructors.  The Mid-Term Paper will count for 20 points.  Guidelines for this paper are as follows:

· Begin with a solid introductory paragraph saying who you are writing about (the particular woman or group of women), something about their life or calling or situation that struck you, and how this relates to your own developing interest in human rights issues in Latin America, especially as you anticipate your trip in May.

· Briefly summarize the life and calling of the person (no more than 2-3 paragraphs, not more than a page).  If you are writing about a group a women (e.g., the Mirabal sisters from the Dominican Republic, or the plight of murdered women in Juarez, Mexico) summarize the history of either a particular women or the group of women.
· Then focus in on an experience or theme in the person’s life (or in the lives of the women you are writing about) that particularly struck or moved you and write about it in depth (about 1-2 pages).
· Finally, make a connection between this experience or theme in the person’s life and your own life, reflecting in some detail on your own efforts to discern your calling or vocation to civic engagement and leadership in the area of human rights (1-2 pages).   
· Make sure to utilize and apply relevant themes & concepts from liberation theology in your reflections.
· Include a References list (author, title, publisher, date of publication) at the end.  

· Oral Presentation:  During the second half of the semester, each class member is required to do an oral presentation on the subject of their Mid-Term Paper.  Presentations should be 8-10 minutes in length (not much more or less) and should follow the same basic structure as the Mid-Term Paper, but should be presented orally from an outline (rather than by reading the paper).  If more than one student has chosen the same book, make sure not to repeat information we have already heard from other students in your presentation. The oral presentation will count 10 points towards your final grade.

· Final Paper:  The final paper should be an integration of scholarly study and personal reflection upon personal calling to social responsibility/civic engagement and leadership in the area of human rights.  The paper should be 5-6 double-spaced, typed pages in length (not much more or less) on a topic of your choice that applies insights from class and readings to an issue or question related to your own emotional and spiritual preparation for your trip to Latin America.  This paper will take the place of a formal, in-class final exam.  A hard copy of the paper must be handed in (at the latest) on Tuesday, April 29, between 1:00-3:00 PM (the official scheduled final exam time in our usual classroom).  No late papers will be accepted.  Guidelines for Final Paper:

· You may choose to do a more in-depth exploration of an issue or question from one of your reflection papers or your oral presentation.

· Your paper should address the connection between personal calling and social responsibility/civic engagement in your own life.
· Make sure to utilize and apply relevant themes & concepts from liberation theology in your reflections.
· Your paper should also address any questions or hopes or concerns you are experiencing as you prepare for your immersion experience in Latin America.
· You should quote from, or make reference to, at least three required readings from the course.  
· Include a References list (author, title, publisher, date of publication) at the end. 

· Office Hours:  Office hours for John Neafsey are Thursdays from 8:45 to 9:45 AM in Crown Center 446, or by appointment.  Office hours for Patrick Eccles are by appointment, but feel free to stop by any time at the University Ministry office on the second floor of Mundelein Center.  All grading issues and feedback on papers must be discussed in person, including after the end of the semester.  Do not email papers or leave them anywhere else.     

· Academic Integrity:  The instructors will follow University policies and guidelines regarding issues of honesty and academic integrity which can be found in the Loyola Undergraduate Studies Handbook.  Any findings of dishonest academic behavior are reported to the chair of the student’s major department and to the dean’s office, and may result in an “F” for the course.  See full Loyola College of Arts and Sciences Statement on Academic Integrity at http://www.luc.edu/cas/faculty_resources.shtml 
· Statement on Students with Disabilities:  Any student needing accommodations for a disability is encouraged to contact the instructor and the Services for Students with Disabilities Office (Sullivan Center Suite 260) to arrange for appropriate accommodations.
Grading
· Relative percentages of the final grade will be weighted as follows:


Attendance




13 points

Class Participation



19 points 


Reflection Papers



18 points 


Mid-Term Paper



20 points

Oral Presentation



10 points


Final Paper



            20 points




         

           Total = 100 points 

Grading Scale
The final course grade is the letter grade corresponding to the numerical value of all grades received throughout the course, adjusting for their percentage weight, according to this scale:

A    93-100
 

A-   90-92.5

B+  87-89.5         


B    84-86.5

 C-   72-74.5

B-   81-83.5                  D+  69-71.5      
C+  78-80.5

 D    66-68.5

C    75-77.5

 F    65 and below

Course Schedule
Date

Topic/Readings

Week 1
Introduction & Overview

1/15

Overview of class, introductions of instructors & class members

1/17
Readings:

Julia Esquivel’s “The Lord’s Prayer in Guatemala.” (handout)

 
“Guatemala 1954—Funeral for a Bird” & “Microbus to San Salvador.” Short story excerpts from And We Sold the Rain:  Contemporary Fiction from Central America. (handout)
Film clips:  

·  “Men with Guns” (encounter of Dr. Fuentes & little boy) 

Week 2
Historical/Theological Perspectives:  Are These Not Human Beings?

“Are these not human beings?  …Are you not obliged to love them as you love yourselves?  Do you not understand this?  Do you not feel this? How can you sleep so lethargically in so deep a slumber?”
--Antonio Montesinos, Hispaniola, 1511

1/22  

Reflection Paper #1 due

Film clip: “The Mission” (debate about humanity of the indigenous boy) 

Readings:

· Eduardo Galeano, “Introduction:  120 Million Children in the Eye of the   Hurricane” & “Lust for Gold, Lust for Silver.”  From Open Veins of Latin America: Five Centuries of the Pillage of a Continent (1-20). (Reader)

· Jon Sobrino, “Five Hundred Years.”  From The Principle of Mercy:

Taking the Crucified People from the Cross (69-82). (Reader)

· Edward Cleary, “Introduction: A New Era in Human Rights Mobilization in Latin America” and “Ch. 1: Is There a Distinctive Tradition of Human Rights in Latin America.” Mobilizing for Human Rights in Latin America (ix-13).

· Excerpt from Bartolome de las Casas. (handout)
1/24

 Readings:
· Neafsey, “Personal Vocation and Social Conscience,” 1-18

· Goldman,  The Art of Political Murder,1-25
· Last speech of Bishop Juan Gerardi (handout)
Week 3
Human Rights:  Listening to the Outcry of the Victims
If reality speaks and God can speak in it, especially when it cries out, then 

listening to it is a necessary way of realizing our humanity.  --Jon Sobrino  

1/29

**Reflection Paper #2 due


Readings:
· Sobrino, “Human Rights and Oppressed Peoples:  Historical and Theological Reflections.”  From Truth and Memory:  The Church and Human Rights in El Salvador & Guatemala. (handout)

· Sobrino, “The Crucified People and the Civilization of Poverty”  From No Salvation Outside the Poor (1-18).

1/31

Readings: 

· Neafsey, “Sacred Voices,” 19-35

· Goldman,  The Art of Political Murder, 26-62.
 Week 4
Theology of Liberation and the Option for the Poor

2/5

**Reflection Paper #3 due
Guest:   Fr. Dan Hartnett

Readings:


· Dan Hartnett, “Remembering the Poor:  An Interview with Gustavo

                   
      Gutierrez.”  America magazine.  (handout)
· Sobrino, “Depth and Urgency of the Option for the Poor.” From No 


      Salvation Outside the Poor (19-34).
2/7

Readings: 
· Neafsey, “Discernment,” 36-50.

· Goldman,  The Art of Political Murder, 65-101.
Week 5
Voices for the Voiceless:  Human Rights Defenders

2/12

**Reflection Paper #4 due

Film clip:  “Romero” (Rutilio Grande & Romero’s conversion)
Readings:

· Sobrino, “Archbishop Romero: Some Personal Recollections.” From Witnesses to the Kingdom (11-53).   (Reader)
· “Opting for the Poor:  The Catholic Diocese of San Cristobal and 


       Human Rights.” Mayan Voices for Human Rights (45-66).  (Reader)
· Sobrino, “Helping Jesus’ Legacy to Bear Fruit in the Churches:  Ellacuria on Archbishop Romero.”  In No Salvation Outside the Poor (109-128)
· Romero’s last homily (handouts)

2/14

Readings: 
· Neafsey, “Authenticity,” 51-70.

· Goldman,  The Art of Political Murder, 102-125.
Week 6
The Human Rights of Children

2/19 

Introduction to Children’s Rights 

**Reflection Paper #5 due 
Guest lecturers:  Dr. Jim Garbarino & Claire Bedard from Loyola’s Center for 



The Human Rights of Children  
Readings:

· Bedard, Childrens Rights Are Human Rights: Introductory Handbook

· Melton, “Treating Children Like People.” (Reader)
2/21

The Economic Rights of Children (Dr. Jim Garbarino)
Readings:  

· Garbarino, “The Right to Be Economically Regular:  What it Means to
be Desperately Poor.” From Little Matters of Life and Death. (Handout)
Week 7
Human Rights of Children (continued)

 2/26

The Meaning of Trauma in the Life of Children (Dr. Jim Garbarino)

`
Readings:

· Ignacio Martin-Baro, “War and the Psychosocial Trauma of Salvadoran Children” and  “Toward a Liberation Psychology.” From Writings for a Liberation Psychology (Reader).
 2/28

Children’s Stories (Claire Bedard)
· Cleary, “Ch. 3: Life and Death on the Streets: From Street Children to Children at Risk” (35-49).
Week 8
(Spring Break, no class on 3/4 & 3/6)

Week 9
Mid-Term Papers

3/11

**Mid-Term Papers due



Film:  Democracy Now interview with Francisco Goldman

3/13 
 
Readings:

· Renny Golden poem:  “The Gringo’s Heart” (handout)
· Neafsey, “Passion and Compassion,” 71-88.

· Goldman,  The Art of Political Murder, 126-198.
Week 10
Donde No Hay Doctor:   Land, Health and Human Rights

“Tortillas made from the corn we ourselves have grown always taste better.”

--Traditional Mayan saying

 

3/18

**Reflection Paper #6 due 

Film:   “Saving Lives in Rural Haiti” (Partners in Health)

Readings:


· Paul Farmer, “Health, Healing, and Social Justice:  Insights from Liberation Theology.  From Pathologies of Power:  Health, Human Rights, and the New War on the Poor. (139-159) (Reader)
Recommended:  Cleary, “Ch 5: The Landless” (65-87)
3/20

Oral Presentations (2)
· Neafsey, “Vision,” 89-108.

· Goldman,  The Art of Political Murder, 199-221.
Week 11 
“You have a gun and I am hungry”: Military Violence and Torture

3/25

**Reflection Paper #7 due 
Oral Presentation (1)

Readings:

· Jennifer  Harbury. “Lessons from Latin American Human Rights History”   (28-55) and “From the Latin American Torture Cells.”  From Truth, 

Torture, and the American Way. (56-104) (Reader)

· Hidden Powers: Illegal Armed Groups in Post-Conflict Guatemala and the Forces Behind Them. WOLA Special Report: September 2003 (handout/pdf.)

Recommended:   Cleary, “Ch. 6: Policing” and “Ch. 7: Torture” (89-128).
3/27

Visit to Marjorie Kovler Center, 1331 W. Albion 
Week 12
Torture (continued)
4/1

Guest presentation by Matilde de la Sierra

4/3

**Reflection Paper #8 due (on presentation by Matilde)

Oral Presentation (1)

Readings:

· Neafsey, “Suffering,” 109-130.

· Goldman,  The Art of Political Murder, 222-261.
Week 13  
Ningún Ser Humano es Ilegal: Rights of Migrants

4/8

**Reflection Paper #9 due 
Oral Presentation (1)
Film clips:  “Dying to Live:  A Migrant’s Journey” and/or “El Norte”

Readings:

· “Corazon Destrozado--The Crushed Heart:  The Dynamics of Mexican
               Emigration & Immigration.”   From Groody, Border of Life, Valley of Death:      

            An Immigrant Journey of Heart and Spirit  (13-39). (Reader)
 4/10

Oral Presentations (1) 
· Neafsey, “Social Conscience” (161-177).
· Goldman,  The Art of Political Murder, 302-357.
Week 14   
Transnational Social Movements and Human Rights
4/15

**Reflection Paper #10 due 
Oral Presentation (1)
Readings:
· Cleary, “Ch. 2: Women and Rights in Latin America” and “Ch. 4: Indigenous Rights Resurgence” (15-34; 51-67). 
· Hidden in Plain Sight: Violence Against Women in Mexico and Guatemala. WOLA Special Report, March 2007. (handout/pdf.)
· Fair Trade and Catholic Social Teaching, CRS Fair Trade Program (handout/pdf.)
· Article from Sojourners Magazine Special Issue on Trade Justice, May 2007 (handout)
4/17

Oral Presentations (1)

Film:  "Coffee, Corn and the Cost of Globalization"
Week 15
Last Week of Class
4/22

Oral Presentations (4)
4/24

Wrap-up 
Week 16
Final Exams

Tues, 4/29
Final Paper due Tues, 4/29, between 1-3 PM (official final exam time)

Appendix

The International Alternative Break Immersion Program

Sponsored by University Ministry, Loyola University Chicago

Alternative Break Immersions (ABIs) provide participants with opportunities to expand learning beyond the classroom in the context of direct service and action.  Through the ABI program, students serve and learn in communities around the United States and abroad during academic breaks.  Essentially, Immersions are intensive experiments in the basis and framework of Jesuit education – the integration of faith, knowledge and service.  The experience of participating in the ABI program is framed according to four primary goals and guiding principles:

· to immerse participants in a new cultural context;
· to raise awareness about social injustices and the structures that perpetuate them;
· to move this awareness to an integrated, active part of participants’ everyday lives;
· to encourage personal reflection and spiritual self-examination in the context of service. 
During immersions participants seek to live simply, keep faith, build community and do justice while sharing work and gaining new awareness from their interactions with diverse communities and one another.  Broadly speaking, the goal of developing coursework in conjunction with the ABI program is to facilitate intellectual inquiry and deepen social analysis in and beyond the immersion “experience.”

Through immersions, students are able to explore the intrinsic links of faith, knowledge and service in an intensive framework.  As Dan Hartnett, S.J. states in his essay “A Pedagogy of Justice”, this integration is “the fundamental proposition underlying Jesuit education.”  Likewise, immersions provide a context to live out the Ignatian charism of a “faith that does justice.” The program concretely exercises “the commitment to justice in Jesuit higher education” (the service of faith and the promotion of justice). Being immersed in diverse situations with concrete challenges, a desired outcome is that students will gain deeper perspective on cultures and poverty toward a heightened social awareness that inspires lifelong social action.  Students discover and respond to the “preferential option for the poor” and explore ways of being in “solidarity for the real world.” 
As Fr. Kolvenbach has stated, “Solidarity is learned through ‘contact’ rather than through ‘concepts,’….  When the heart is touched by direct experience, the mind may be challenged to change.  Personal involvement with innocent suffering, with the injustice others suffer, is the catalyst for solidarity which then gives rise to intellectual inquiry and moral reflection.”  Immersions aim to allow this solidarity to take shape and grow, through direct service and education for justice the program seeks to build deeper commitments with marginalized communities through sustained action and social analysis.  Coursework, such as the Human Rights in Latin America class, prepares students to more deeply understand the contexts in which they will be immersed and gives them a broader, more informed framework to consider ways they can become involved and take action in solidarity movements and social change through future civic engagement and leadership.

Beyond the course, the immersion experience expands the opportunity for students to more deeply consider their own personal role or purpose in the world (vocational discernment).  Immersions are always sure to prompt students to reflect on their personal commitments, everyday and larger life choices. According to Dean Brackley, S.J., “Engaging suffering people and injustice frequently awakens in students the crucial question: What am I doing with my life?  Education of the whole person, in the Ignatian style (as Paul Crowley says), helps students discover their vocation in life, above all their vocation to love and serve. Vocations are called forth from us, especially by role models and mentors, including generous teachers, but also by poor and suffering people who show us how much we are needed.”   Brackley captures  the context of vocational discernment within the immersion experience, in which students encounter individuals who model the vocation of civic engagement and leadership.  Students discover the power and meaning of calling through their interactions with those working for justice and the common good – whether they be ministers, lay leaders, activists, social workers, non-profit professionals and others in the communities we aim to serve and learn from – who demonstrate the importance of finding and doing what moves you.  Sharing stories and work in a variety of service-based and social/cultural immersion settings leads students to question their personal role in the world and consider their personal goals and choices.  ABIs provide an opportunity, through journaling and formal and informal nightly reflections, for students to sort through and ask deeper questions of themselves in response to the new passions and realities they discover as well as the unjust situations they are confronted by.

Students enrolled in Human Rights in Latin America are participants in one of four international immersions which take place in May after the spring semester ends.  The four international immersions sponsored by University Ministry are:

Guatemala:  La Parroquia San Lucas Tolimán.  Hosted by a parish in San Lucas Tolimán affiliated with a Catholic mission organization with ties to New Ulm, MN, participants will build relationships with North American volunteers and local residents. Learn about Guatemalan history, culture, and politics, along with introductions to current social issues and conditions. Participants will observe modern liberation theology in practice and find opportunities to share work among a variety of seasonal service projects addressing community needs for infrastructure and sustainability, including coffee production, medicinal plants, organic horticulture/permaculture and reforestation. This trip will involve travel to other rural villages surrounding Lake Atitlán as well as larger cities in the western highlands.  This immersion has a focus on trade justice issues and the human rights work in the Catholic Church in Guatemala (potential visit to the Archdiocesan Office of Human Rights, Bishop Juan Gerardi’s tomb, etc.).  

More details at: http://www.dnu.org/service/sanlucas.html
El Salvador, International Partners in Mission (IPM):  Guided by the IPM staff, become familiar with current social issues in El Salvador during 3-day home stays with families in Zaragosa, in an urban community outside of the country's capitol.  Visit several sites in San Salvador, commemorating the deaths of Oscar Romero and four North American churchwomen, the six Jesuits and their colleagues at the Universidad Centro Americana (UCA).  Learn about the history and social concerns of urban and rural El Salvador, including the work and origins of Christian Base Communities (CBEs) and cooperative movements.  Travel to Morazán, site of El Mozote massacre and Museum of the Revolution; visit the UCA and Museum of the Martyrs; visit Aguilares where Fr. Rutilio Grande lived and was assassinated; visit convent and cancer hospice in San Salvador where Oscar Romero lived and was assassinated; travel to Santiago Nonhualco to visit site of murder of North American Churchwomen (1980) w/ prayer service in local chapel; visit Parish in La Libertad where Jean Donovan and Dorothy Kazel were based at time of murder; visit IPM projects (schools, cooperatives).  More details at: http://www.ipmconnect.org/immersion/
Mexico, Cuernavaca Center for Intercultural Dialogue on Development (CCIDD), Cuernavaca, Mexico: CCIDD is a Christian, ecumenical, immersion/retreat center engaging participants in cross cultural experiences, spiritual reflection, and social analysis. Participants are given opportunities to work with urban and rural Mexicans striving for change, explore diverse communities and encounter God in the struggle for social justice in Latin America.  This immersion is co-sponsored by the Center for the Human Rights of Children and will involve a specific focus on the situation of children and children’s rights in Latin America.  
More details at: http://www.ccidd.org/
U.S.-Mexico border (El Paso, Texas and Ciudad Juarez, Mexico) Annunciation House: Annunciation House has been working in El Paso/Ciudad Juarez since 1978 operating houses of hospitality for migrants and refugees. Annunciation House is a Catholic organization that accompanies the migrant, homeless, and economically vulnerable peoples of the border region through hospitality, advocacy, and education.  Participants will engage in the Border Awareness Experience (BAE) program at Annunciation House.  More than being an informational tour, the BAE seeks to immerse the participants in the border culture and realities of the many people and groups that live and work here.  The food that you will eat and the conditions which you will live in are as much a part of the experience as the people and groups that you will meet.  A typical day may include: visiting the U.S. Border Patrol; listening to the stories of migrants and refugees; touring a maquiladora; meeting human rights activists; staying in a migrant shelter.  
More details at: http://www.annunciationhouse.org/bae.html
