South Asian Literatures And Civilizations
Harveen Mann, Tracy Pintchman
This course offers an introduction to South Asian literatures and civilizations, spanning from what we know of the earliest peoples to contemporary times.  Attention is given to both unity and diversity across the South Asian sub-continent. Topics addressed include religious thought and practice, literature, civilizational origins and development, the establishment of social institutions, artistic achievements, and modern challenges.  

Learning Outcomes:   The proposed course will fulfill two of the designated Core learning outcomes: literary knowledge and experience, and theological and religious studies knowledge.  

(1) With respect to literary knowledge, students taking this course will develop the critical and technical vocabulary that will enable them to describe, analyze, and formulate arguments about works of South Asian literature, as well as the ability to assess how formal qualities of literary productions determine the nature of the experience offered and affect the response of the audience. They will also explore multiple interpretive possibilities of selected literary works and analyze how such interpretations reflect the cultural and historical contexts in which they are rooted.  
(2) With respect to theological and religious studies knowledge, by taking this course, students will be able to demonstrate knowledge, with attention to historical development, of central texts, beliefs, ethical understandings, and practices of  selected South Asian religions, especially Vedic and Hindu traditions, but also Islam, Buddhism, and (in selected sections of the course) South Asian Christian, Jewish, Sikh, or Jain traditions. They will demonstrate an ability to analyze and interpret South Asian religious texts, beliefs, and practices using standard scholarly methods and tools.  
The course will also engage a required skill and value. The skill it addresses is "Critical Thinking Skills and Dispositions." For example, by the end of the course, students will be able to comprehend, paraphrase, summarize, and contextualize the meaning of varying forms of communication covered in the class.  Students will also analyze relations among concepts and develop strategies for seeking and synthesizing information to support an argument, make a decision, or resolve a problem.  The value addressed by this course is "Understanding Diversity in the United States or the World."  In particular, this course satisfies competency (e) under Diversity, the ability to "identify distinctive patterns of thought and behavior that contribute to the formation of a culture different from one's own." 

Requirements
A.   Books

The following books are required:

1.
Partha Mitter, Indian Art (Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press, 2001)

2 and 3.     Sources of Indian Tradition, edited and revised by Ainslie Embree and Stephen Hay, 2nd edition, 2 vols. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1988)

4.
Barbara D. and Thomas R. Metcalf, A Concise History of India (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2002).

5. 
Mulk Raj Anand, Untouchable  (New York:  Penguin, 1990)
6.
Raja Rao, Kanthapura (Delhi: Orient Books, 2005)
7.
R. K. Narayan, Waiting for the Mahatma (Chicago:  University of Chicago Press, 1981)
8.
Khushwant Singh,  Memories of Madness:  Stories in 1947 (New York: Penguin, 2003)
9. 
A course packet of photocopied materials (available for purchase at Loyola Bookstore and on reserve at Cudahy Library).  Required readings found in this course packet are listed with a single asterisk below.
B.  Class Requirements
 (1) Regular attendance, preparation of reading assignments, and regular participation in discussion.  These are expected in a college level class.
(2)      The completion of four film response sheets (1-2 pages each) (2.5 points each = 10 points, = 10%).  You must view FOUR of eight films that will be screened on various evenings throughout the semester. At least TWO responses must be completed by the end of week 6; the third must be completed by the end of week 11.
(3)    quizzes:  FOUR quizzes worth 5% each (20% total)
(4)    Midterm (30%)

(5)    Final   (40%)
FILMS to be screened on selected evenings: 
“Little Buddha” (response paper due end of Week 3)

“Asoka” (response paper due at the end of week 4)
Peter Brooks’ “Mahabharata”  (Part 2 only) (response paper due by the end of week 5)
“Fire” (response paper due by the end of week 6)

“Koi Sunta Hai” (“Someone is Listening: Journeys With Kumar and Kabir”) (response paper due by the end of week 8) 
“Gandhi” (directed by Richard Attenborough) response paper due by the end of week 11)
 “Partition of Pakistan:  Legacy of Blood” (response paper due by the end of week 12)
"Ram ke Nam" ("In the Name of God") (response paper due at the beginning of the last class)
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Course Outline, Readings, and Assignments
Week I
I.
Introduction

(1) Introduction to the course:  In-class slides:  The diversity of South Asian culture

II.  Historical Beginnings to the early centuries CE
(2)  The Indus Valley Civilization



Readings:
Partha Mitter, Indian Art, pp. 7-10.

Please access www.harappa.com. Please click on “Indus Valley,” then the “Around the Indus in 90 Slides,” and then the VIII-part essay linked to the slides.  Please read this and look at the slides.



in-class slides:

Mohenjo-daro and Harappa

Week II

(3) The “Aryans”: what we know and what we argue about



Readings:

* Lucianne Bulliet, “The Indigenous Aryan Question for Beginners” (2002).

Sources of Indian Tradition I, pp. 3-39.





CLIP of Film:  "Altar of Fire"

* The Thirteen Principal Upanisads, translated by R. E. Hume, 2nd ed. (London: Oxford University Press, 1977), pp. 98-102, 107-126, and 408-411.

(4)
Gautama Buddha; life, teachings, representations; Theravada and Mahayana conceptualizations



Readings:

Partha Mitter, Indian Art, pp. 13-31.

Sources of Indian Tradition I, pp. 43-48,  93-125, and 153-176.


In-class slides:

Images of the Buddha; later Buddhas and Bodhisattvas

Week III

 (5)
QUIZ 
Asoka and the Mauryan empire: ascendancy and disintegration (321-187 BCE)



Readings:

Sources of Indian Tradition I, pp. 125-152.

(6)
Basic beliefs of the Jains

Readings:

* Kendall W. Folkert, revised and expanded by John E. Cort, "Jainism," in John R. Hinnells, ed., A New Handbook of Living Religions (New York: Penguin, 1997), pp. 240-268.

Partha Mitter, Indian Art, pp. 74-75.






Sources of Indian Tradition I, pp. 49-92.



In-class slides:

Jain iconography
Week IV
III.
Indian Culture in the First Millennium CE: Religion, Art, Philosophy, Literature, and the Growth of Regional Kingdoms
(7)  Film:   “Frontiers of peace: Jainism in India"

(8)      The Brahmanical synthesis and epic literature I:  The Bhagavad Gita
Readings:

* Thomas Hopkins, The Hindu Religious Tradition (Encinco, CA: Dickenson, 1971), pp. 64-86.






Sources of Indian Tradition I, pp. 274-296.

Week V

(9)

QUIZ              The Brahmanical Synthesis and epic literature II: the case of Rama



Readings:

* Velcheru Narayana Rao, “Ramayana,” in The Encyclopedia of Religion, ed. Lindsay Jones (Detroit: Thompson Gale, 2005), 11: 7616-7618.

* “The Great Tormenter,” chapter 5 of R. K. Narayan, The Ramayana (London: Penguin, 1972), pp. 79-95.



In-class slides:

Depictions of Rama’s story



In-class viewing:
Segment from the Indian TV serial, The Ramayana
(10)

From the Guptas to the medieval period: “Classical” India

Readings:

Partha Mitter, Indian Art, pp. 33-69.

* Romila Thapar, “Threshold Times, c. AD 300-700,” in  Early India from the Origins to AD 1300 (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2002),  pp. 280-287, 297-305, and 311-325.

In-class slides:

Temples, sculptures, and rock-cut caves

Week VI

(11)

Approaching caste



Reading:

* Vibha Pinglé, “Caste,” in Understanding Contemporary India, ed. Sumit Ganguly and Neil DeVotta (Boulder and London: Lynne Reiner Publishers, 2003), pp. 231-253.

* V. Venkatesan, “A Case for Human Dignity,” Frontline (June 17, 2005): 114-115.

* Bhikhu Parekh, “Cast in a Divisive Mould,” India Today International (December 26, 2005): 46-47.

* Praful Bidwai, “A Real Agenda for Dalit Liberation,” Frontline (December 29, 2006): 103-104.

(12)    Discussion of Mulk Raj Anand’s novel, Untouchable

           Reading: 


Mulk Raj Anand, Untouchable (all)
Week VII
(13)      MIDTERM EXAM

(14)
The medieval period: bhakti, the rise of new gods, the contexts of devotion, and the Indian artistic tradition



Readings:

* John Carman, "Bhakti," The Encyclopedia of Religion, ed. Lindsay Jones, 2nd ed. (Detroit: Thompson Gale, 2005), 2: 856-860.

Sources of Indian Tradition I, pp. 342-378.






Partha Mitter, Indian Art, pp. 76-82.

In-class slides:

The story of the cowherd boy Krishna

Week VIII

IV.
The Muslim and Sikh Traditions in India
(15)

The rise of Islamicate culture in the subcontinent



Readings:

Barbara and Thomas Metcalf, A Concise History of India, pp. 1-14.






Partha Mitter, Indian Art, pp. 85-104.






Sources of Indian Tradition I, pp. 381-407.

In-class slides:

New architectural forms: mosques and tombs

(16)

Mughal India: politics and rulership



Readings:

Barbara and Thomas Metcalf, A Concise History of India, pp. 14-27.






Partha Mitter, Indian Art, pp. 107-141.

Sources of Indian Tradition I, pp. 408-419, 425-430, and 437-446.

In-class slides:

Mughal painting

Week IX

(17)

Film: “Banaras Muharram and the Coals of Karbala”

(18)

Political and religious challenges to Mughal rule: the Sikhs



Readings:

Barbara and Thomas Metcalf, A Concise History of India, pp. 28-43.






Sources of Indian Tradition I, pp. 493-510.

* Gerald Larson, India’s Agony over Religion (Albany: State University of New York Press, 1995), pp. 234-244.

In-class film:

“Sikhism: The Golden Temple”

Week X

V.
QUIZ                           The British in India: Beginnings to Independence
(19)

The Mughal empire in decline; the coming of the British



Readings:

Barbara and Thomas Metcalf, A Concise History of India, pp. 43-90.

Sources of Indian Tradition II, pp. 15-35.

(20)       Discussion of Kanthapura


Reading:       

Raja Rao, Kanthapura (all)

Week XI

(21)
The “Mutiny” to the late 19th century: challenge, reform, and growing imperialism



Readings:

Barbara and Thomas Metcalf, A Concise History of India, pp. 99-114 and 123-148.






Sources of Indian Tradition II, pp. 52-62 and 72-83.

* Barun De, “The Call of 1857,” Frontline 24, no. 12 (June 16-29, 2007): 4-10.

(22)
Nationalism and Mahatma Gandhi



Reading:

Barbara and Thomas Metcalf, A Concise History of India, pp. 148-173.






Sources of Indian Tradition II, pp. 243-274.

In-class slides:

Scenes from Gandhi’s life and death

Week XII
(23)     QUIZ                 Discussion of R. K. Narayan’s Waiting for the Mahatma

 
Reading:  Waiting for the Mahatma (all)

 (24)
Partition and its Aftermath



Readings:

Barbara and Thomas Metcalf, A Concise History of India, pp. 200-226 and 358-366.

* Larry Collins and Dominique Lapierre, Freedom at Midnight (New York: HarperCollins, 1975), pp. 423-426 and 574-578.






Selections from Memories of Madness:  Stories of 1947
Week XIII
(25) 
Independence, the framing of the constitution, and controversies over Untouchability; focus on B. R. Ambedkar



Readings:

Barbara and Thomas Metcalf, A Concise History of India, pp. 227-234.






Sources of Indian Tradition II, pp. 324-348.

* Somini Sengupta, “Brahmin Vote Helps Party of Low Caste Win in India,” New York Times (May 12, 2007): A1.

Optional surfing:
See the Ambedkar website, http://ccnmtl.columbia.edu/projects/mmt/ambedkar

 (26)
Nehru to Rao, Jinnah to Bhutto: Past-Partition politics in India and Pakistan



Readings:

Barbara and Thomas Metcalf, A Concise History of India, pp. 234-259.

Sources of Indian Tradition II, pp. 315-324, 349-352, and 379-387, 402-411.

Week XIV
VI.
Challenges in Modern South Asia
(27)
The Communalization of Politics in India: The Case of Ayodhya, Hindu-Muslim Relations, and the Rise and Fall (?) of the Sangh Parivar



Readings:

Barbara and Thomas Metcalf, A Concise History of India, pp. 260-276.

* K. N. Panikkar, "A Historical Overview," in The Anatomy of a Confrontation, ed. Sarvepalli Gopal (New Delhi: Viking Books, 1991), pp. 22-37.

* Paul Brass, “The Body as Symbol: History, Memory and Communal Violence,” Manushi 141 (June-July 2004): 22-31.

* “Don’t Blame it on the Scriptures,” The Economist (December 2, 2006): 48.

* Venkitesh Ramakrishnan, “Winning Formula,” Frontline (June 1, 2007): 10-12, 14.

Slides:


Ayodhya 1992

(28)   Kashmir and the prospects of war and peace; conclusions to the course



Readings:

Barbara and Thomas Metcalf, A Concise History of India, pp. 276-295.

* Sumit Ganguly, “Explaining the Kashmir Insurgency: Political Mobilization and Institutional Decay,” International Security 21, no. 2 (fall 1996): 76-85 and 91-107.

* Anit Mukherjee, “Lessons from Another Insurgency,” New York Times, Op-Ed (March 4, 2006): A13.

* Praveen Swami, “Martyrs sans Cause,” Frontline (February 9, 2007): 32-33, 36.






Agah Shahid Ali, selected poems

FINAL EXAM (DURING FINALS WEEK) 
