Standard Syllabus
College Writing Seminar
UCWR 110

The Core Writing Seminar aims to teach students to write clearly and effectively, through the steps of brainstorming, peer review, revision, and final editing. Students will learn to articulate, organize, and support written positions. They will also learn how to read texts carefully and critically, and to recognize how various perspectives inform interpretations of texts. Students will see the importance of reading well, writing well, listening well, and speaking well. In addition, by collaborating with others as well as seeing the value of revision and the recursive nature of the writing process, students will be better prepared for classes across the Loyola curriculum. The course will promote grammatical, compositional, methodological, and rhetorical skills in the service of effective communication. As a result, the course will have at least four writing assignments that add up to at least 30 pages of writing over the semester. These assignments will receive timely feedback from instructors with the goal of effective revision by students. An instructor may use peer-input for the process of revision, but such input will not replace input from the instructor.
	Knowledge Area(s) satisfied:
	College Writing Seminar

	Skill(s) Developed:
	

	Values Requirement(s) satisfied:
	


Learning Objectives:  
Knowledge Area (College Writing Seminar):

At the end of the course, students will be able to:

A. 
Write clearly and effectively using standard written English.

B. 
Effectively use the writing process from brainstorming through peer review to 


revision and final editing.

C. 
Articulate, organize, and support positions clearly and persuasively in written 


form.

D. 
Use writing effectively as a method of inquiry (i.e., "writing to learn").

E. 
Read texts carefully and critically (e.g., ability to paraphrase, summarize, 


compare and synthesize). 

F.
Recognize how various perspectives inform interpretations.

G.
Tailor discourse to specific audiences and to specific rhetorical purposes.

H.
Recognize the various tasks involved in research, including developing a thesis, 


locating sources and assessing their credibility, and incorporating sources as 


evidence to support or qualify claims.

I. 
Use and document source materials of all kinds appropriately and ethically.

J.
Recognize the rhetorical dimensions of and requirements for writing in multiple 
media.

K.
Reflect on one's own development as a writer and as a reader.

Learning Activities:
Possible array of texts: 




· Writing and Reading Across the Curriculum by Laurence Behrens and Leonard J. Rosen. Pearson/Longman Publishers, 2004.
· Big Mouth & Ugly Girl by Joyce Carol Oates.  
· "Your Guide to Writing at Loyola" (Available in bookstore.)  
· Harbrace College Handbook  by Hodges et al.  Brief Thirteenth Edition.  Harcourt Brace 

   
College Publishers, l998.

Note: (Instructors may vary the textbooks.)

Possible evaluation methods:

· Discussion
· Essays

· Summaries

· Reading Journals or Blackboard threads
Note: (Instructors may vary the evaluation categories.)
Sample Semester Schedule:
Week 1

Monday
Introduction to Syllabus, texts, and class.  Assigments: Get texts.  Read Chapters 1 in WRAC:  “Summary,” pp. 3-20.  Write Journal (or Blackboard submission) # 1.

Wednesday
Diagnostic Writing in Class.

Friday

Interviews.  Assignment:  Journal (or Blackboard submission) # 1 due.

Week 2

Monday 
Journal # 1 due. Finish interviews.  Assignment:  Read “We’ve Got Mail,” pp. 81-85 and “Journey of an E-Mail,”  pp. 95-99.  Write Summary # 1 draft.  Bring copies.      

Wednesday
Summary peer groups.    Read and discuss writing.  Practice annotation.  Assignment: Summary # 1 due.

Friday 
Summary # 1 due.  Assignment:  Read Chapter 2 in WRAC, pp. 21-37.  Write Journal # 2. 

Week 3

Monday
Martin Luther King Day.  No classes.

Wednesday    
Journal # 2 due.  Discuss reading.  Assignment:  Read “Cyberspace and Identity: The E-Mail Revolution,”  pp. 79-99.

Friday
Discuss reading.   Tutoring starts on Monday, Jan. 26 from 6-7:30 in Damen Hall.  Assignment for class:  Write a critique of one of the email articles.

Week 4

Monday
Discuss critiques. Assignment:  Revise critique to work on in peer groups on Wednesday.  

Wednesday 
Peer work on critique.  Assignment: Critique due on Friday.  

Friday

Essay # 1:  Critique due.  Assignment:  Read Chapter 3:  “Synthesis,” pp. 38-75.  

Week 5

Monday 
Discuss reading.  Paraphrase/quotations considered.  Assignment: Do Exercise 3.2 on p. 61 in WRAC for Journal # 3.   

Wednesday 
Journal # 3 due. How to write a thesis. Assignment: Do Exercise 3.3, p. 73.  

Friday 
Discuss claims.  Assignment:  Write a critique on the sample Wal-Mart synthesis essay in Journal # 4.

Week 6

Monday 
Journal # 4 due.   Assignment: Read  in WRAC  “Business Ethics,” pp. 233-246.  

Wednesday
Discussion of  reading.  Assignment:  Read in WRAC  pp. 246-260.    

Friday
Discuss reading. Assignment:  Write Summary # 2 of “Ethics in Business,” pp. 246-260. 

Week 7

Monday
Summary #2 due.  Read case studies in WRAC, pp. 260-271.

Wednesday 
Discuss reading.  Assignment:  Read in WRAC, 272-287.  Select #1 or # 3 on p. 287-88 to write a synthesis essay.  Identify the case you will explore in Journal # 5.

Friday 

In-Class reading and writing

Week 8

Monday 
Journal # 5 due:  Write first draft of essay for peer review. CYP

Wednesday
Peer work on essay.  Assignment:  Essay # 2 due.

Friday
Essay #2 due.  Assignment:  Read “Obedience to Authority,” pp. 156-187.  Write Journal # 6 on #4 on p. 187.  

Week 9

Spring Break.  

Week 10



Monday
Journal # 6 due. Midterm grades given out. Discuss reading.  Assignment:  Read in WRAC, pp. 187-227. 

Wednesday
Discuss reading.  Assignment:  Choose topic for research from pp. 230-232.  

Friday 

Group discussion of  topics.  Assignment:  Library Visit.

Week 11


Monday
Library Visit.  

Wednesday 
Discuss library experience.   

Friday

Library Visit.  Assignment:  Bring two articles to group discussion.

Week 12

Monday 
Discuss articles.  Assignment:  First draft of essay.  

Wednesday 
Discuss drafts, paraphrases and how to document articles.  Assignment:  Continued peer work.

Friday

Peer work.  Assignment:  Essay #3 due.  

Week 13

Monday
Essay # 3 due.  Assignment:  Read Big Mouth and Ugly Girl, pp.1-82.   

Wednesday
Discuss how fiction differs from nonfiction. Assignment:  Read pp. 83-152.

Friday 

Discuss reading. Assignment:  Read pp. 152-252.

Week 14

Monday
Discussion of  Big Mouth.  Assignment:  Read  252-266.

Wednesday 
Discussion of  topics for writing about Big Mouth.  Assignment:  Write first draft of essay.

Friday 

Good Friday. No classes. 

Week 15

Monday
No classes.

Wednesday
Essay # 4 due. Evaluations. 

Final Examination Time Slot

In-classs writing time during final examination slot 

Note: (Instructors may vary the presentation of topics to some degree, but the material covered will remain the same.)
