Standard Syllabus
Issues in Feminism 

WOST 201

Gender is one of the primary ways that people, both historically and now, attribute identity and distribute power. It is a key element in defining human relationships. It has often been used to subjugate one sex, usually women. This course is designed to introduce you to ways in which gender can be understood as a social construction and the results of that construction. At the end of this course, you will have a better understanding of feminist theory and feminism as a socio-political perspective on social change. You will be more attuned to what it means to be male or female in society. No less importantly, you will be equipped with concepts and skills that will enable you to appreciate the capacities and contributions of both women and men.
	Knowledge Area(s) satisfied:
	Societal and Cultural Knowledge

	Skill(s) Developed:
	Critical Thinking Skills and Dispositions

	Values Requirement(s) satisfied:
	Understanding Diversity in the United States or the World


Learning Objectives:  
Knowledge Area (Societal and Cultural Knowledge):

At the end of this course, you should be able:

a. Demonstrate understanding of at least one definition of feminism

One of main goals of this course is to get students to understand how feminism functions as a distinctive intellectual perspective which examines how gender constructions can be used to organize relationships among men and women. Although there are various permutations of this definition, the basic assumption is that both women and men are fully human and, therefore, should be accorded equal respect and opportunity.

b. Demonstrate understanding of the difference between biological sex and gender as a social construction

Though there are clear genetically determined differences between males and females, most of what society believes to be “masculine” and “feminine” is conveyed through societal determined signals such as manufactured appearance and social functions. This course requires that students be able to distinguish between genetic and symbolic differences. 

c. Demonstrate understanding of how gender functions as a key component of human relationships

Since gender is ascribed to all humans and since it has historically been seen as one of the most important distinguishing characteristics between humans, it necessarily functions as an essential aspect of human relationships. This class encourages students to demonstrate awareness of gender as a critical variable in daily interactions and social change.

d. Demonstrate an understanding of how gender intersects with other social constructions such as race and class

An important component of this class is to help students become aware of and learn that the enactment of gender does not occur in a vacuum. Because the social construction of gender involves human relationships, it necessarily interconnects with other relational frameworks such as race and social class. Through the awareness and analyses of historical and cross-cultural differences among humans, students are asked to recognize both how these differences affect individual life chances and the social world in terms of everyday interactions among people, cultural ideas and practices and the social stratification systems of a society. 

e. Demonstrate understanding how gender has functioned and continues to function as an element of societal power

Historically, supposed gender differences have been used within societies to determine social worth and privilege. This class helps student discern the nature and scope of societal power as well as the ways it is ascribed by gender. It also asks students to examine the consequences of such power distribution.

f. Demonstrate awareness of the historical subordination of women and resistance to change

The idea that women are categorically inferior to men and that women’s roles are not only different but also subordinate has been enacted in numerous societies throughout recorded history. This class acknowledges that gender inequity has been a common thread throughout many eras and has resulted in the oppression of women. Moreover, the class demonstrates that movements to challenge this oppression have often been resisted.

g. Demonstrate awareness of the interrelationship between intellectual acumen and social activism

A key element of feminism has been that understanding of oppression necessarily leads to efforts to eliminate that oppression. Moreover, the oppression is seen as structural rather than a matter of individual choice. Therefore, students are encouraged to see a moral imperative to act upon knowledge of injustice in order to eradicate it. 

h. Demonstrate awareness that women’s studies necessarily involves an interdisciplinary perspective

Since its inception as an academic discipline, women’s studies has taken a consciously inter-disciplinary approach. It has done so, in part, because its proponents believe that such fundamental concepts as patriarchy and sexism can best be understood when examined across contexts and are therefore seen as part of every aspect of social fiber. Because this course is taught by teachers from a variety of disciplines who, nevertheless, call attention to the same fundamental issues, students are asked to see what remains constant and how it is enacted within different contexts. Although multiple contexts are not used in each course, teachers acknowledge the distinction between fundamental issues and their own disciplinary approach to those issues.

Skills (Critical Thinking Skills and Dispositions):
In this course, you will employ or practice the following critical thinking skills:

a. Comprehend, paraphrase, summarize, and contextualize the meaning of varying forms of communication, including, but not limited to: written work (fiction and nonfiction), speech, film, visual art, multimedia, and music. 

You will analyze/critique a variety of types of culturally produced gender messages; messages that proscribe feminity and masculinity as well as the supposed consequences of adopting or resisting those norms. These messages may include written work (social science studies, literature, scholarly and popular essays and/or non fictional studies), films (narrative and/or documentary), music, political rhetoric, advertisements. 

b. Analyze relationships among statements, questions, concepts, descriptions, or other forms of representation intended to express beliefs, judgments, experience, reasons, information, or opinions.

This course asks you  to learn concepts and apply them to real or hypothetical social situations, analyze how and why certain opinions are expressed by various social actors, how information about gender is constructed and/or manipulated for various reason by various actors and how all of these affect their social world as they experience it or as it is represented to 
them.

c. Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of varying points of view.  

You will evaluate the content and validity of various perspectives on and attitudes related to gender.

d. Monitor individual thinking or behavior in order to question, confirm, validate, or correct it. 

Discussion and the elicitation of participation from all present is a cornerstone of feminist pedagogy. You are expected to participate which will involve both listening to the opinions of others during class discussions, expressing your own opinions as well as evaluating the data or perspectives in the lecture or learning opportunity and using these to examine your own conceptions of yourselves and the social world.

Values Area (Understanding Diversity in the United States or the World):

A critical part of this class is identifying the ways in which gender diversity has been exaggerated in order to devalue one group or another, usually women and homosexuals. Through the various lectures, assignments, class discussions, and other learning activities, students learn the societal contributions and capacities of all people, regardless of sex. They also learn the cost of restricting people on the basis of gender constructions.  This principle of understanding both the limits of gender diversity and the value of  all human achievement, whether it be by women or men, lies at the heart of the feminist perspective.
Learning Activities:
Possible array of texts: 




· Reclaiming Rhetorica, A.Lunsford, Ed.

· From Reverance to Rape, M. Haskell

· Where the Girls Are, S. Douglas

· Prime Time Feminism, B. Dow

· Women’s Voices in Our Time V. DeFrancisco & M. Jensen

· Listen Up! B. Findlen

Note: (Instructors may vary the textbooks.)

Possible evaluation methods:
· Lectures

· Class discussions

· Writing projects

· In class exercises

· Presentations

· Possible Service Learning projects

· Field trips

Note: (Instructors may vary the evaluation categories.)
Sample Course Topics Schedule:
Section I:  Women Speaking: Women’s Voice in Public Discourse

Week 1:
Introduction/Issue Overview

Week 2
:
Silence and Voice: the Power of Speaking

Week 3
:
Disturbing the Peace: Feminist Voices of Protest

Week 4
:
Reinventing Rhetoric: Finding Women’s Voices

Section II:  Women Spoken About: Mass Media Images

Week 5:
The Patriarchy, hegemony and mass media

Week 6
:
“women’s films” & “men’s films”

Week 7:
The intersection of lived experience and mediated experience: stone walls, 


Stonewall and Stonewall

Week 8:
Gender on the small screen: legacies of the past

Week 9:
Gender on the small screen today: “reality” shows, Oprah, and The O.C.

Week 10:
Intersections with race, ethnicity and class

Section III: Women’s Voices Reclaimed

Week 10:
Ethos & exigency: women’s voices today

Week 11:
The function, form and limitation of personal testimony

Week 12:
Speech as citizenry: community engagement

Week 13:
Women in the director’s chair

Week 14:
Backlash: the anti-feminist agenda

Week 15:
Grrrrrlpower

Note: (Instructors may vary the presentation of topics to some degree, but the material covered will remain the same.)
