
Criminal Justice 300
Principles of Criminal Behavior

Loyola University, Chicago 
Spring 2008

Instructor: Robert M. Lombardo Ph.D. Class: Section:    1
Office: Lewis Tower 922 Class Meets:       Tu. & Th. 
Office Hours: Tu. & Th. 1:00-3:00 P.M. Class Time:       10:00 – 11:15 AM
Email: rlombar@luc.edu Class Location:   25 EP Rm. 901

Course Description
As an introduction to criminology, this course explores basic questions concerning human nature, 
human behavior, crime, criminality, the controversies concerning determinism and free will, 
personal and social responsibility, and crime as deviant or normal behavior. Starting with the 
early attempts to explain crime in classical and positivist schools of thought, various approaches 
to criminology are traced and compared, then evaluated in the light of contemporary knowledge. 
Types of crime and criminal careers, recidivism, trends in crime, and likely future developments 
in crime control are also considered.

Course Objectives 
Students who complete this course will gain an understanding of the following subject areas:
 Criminology
 Types of Crime
 Victimization
 Classical Theory
 Rational Choice Theory
 Positivism
 Biological Trait Theories
 Social Disorganization Theory
 Strain Theory
 Cultural Deviance Theory
 Social Learning Theory

 Social Control Theory
 Social Reaction Theory
 Social Conflict Theory
 Critical Criminology
 Life Course Theory
 Causes of Violent Crime
 Crime & Gender
 Types of Property Crime
 White-Collar Crime
 Enterprise & Organized Crime
 Public Order Crime – Vice

Textbook
 Criminology: Theories, Patterns, & Typologies by Larry Siegel

Course Evaluation      Points
 Homework    13
 Class Participation (Theory Discussion)       7
 Midterm Exam    25
 Final Exam       25
 Book Project (Paper 25 pts. Outline 1 pt. Final Presentation 4 pts.)   30

100
Grading Scheme
A = Exceeds expectation
B = Meets expectation 
C = Minimally meets expectation
D = Did not meet expectation
F = Failure

Grade Distribution
A  93, A- 90, B+ 87, B 83, B- 80, C+ 77, C 73, C- 70, D+ 67, D 63, D- 60, F 0-59.
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University Policy

Authorized Class Absences
On a strictly limited and pre-approved basis, an instructor may authorize a student to miss a class 
in order to participate in a University-sponsored event. It is the student’s obligation to inform the 
instructor of such an authorized absence in a timely fashion. 

Medical emergencies are excusable.

Academic Integrity
Plagiarism is grounds for failure in this course. Plagiarism is the appropriation of the work of 
another without sufficient public acknowledgement or citation that the material is not one’s own.

The following acts are serious violations of personal honestly:
 Submitting as one’s own material copied from a published source – print, internet, etc.
 Submitting another person’s unpublished work or examination material.
 Allowing another or paying another to write or research a paper for one’s own benefit.
 Purchasing, acquiring, and using for course credit a pre-written paper.
 Submitting the same term paper to more than one class.

Plagiarism will result in a grade of “F” for the assignment. In addition, Loyola requires that its 
instructors report academic dishonesty to the chairperson of the appropriate academic 
department. The chairperson may constitute a hearing board to consider the imposition of 
sanctions in addition to those imposed by the instructor, including a recommendation for 
expulsion, depending upon the seriousness of the misconduct.

Academic Cheating -- Obtaining, distributing, or communicating examination materials prior to 
the scheduled exam without the consent of the teacher, providing information to or obtaining 
information from another student during the examination, attempting to change answers after the 
examination has been submitted, and falsifying medical or other documents to petition for 
excused absences are all violations of the university’s integrity and honesty standards.

Learning Assistance Services
Help in improving study skills is available from Loyola’s Learning Assistance Center:
http://www.luc.edu/las/index.shtml

Services for Students with Disabilities
Students with disabilities are entitled to extended time for completing assignments.

Students with disabilities are also entitled to testing accommodations including: additional time 
to complete an exam, rest periods, permission to eat during an exam, the use of a separate room, 
the use of a reader or scribe, and the taking of the exam at an alternative time.

Auxiliary services are also available and include the use of note takers, researchers, readers, 
library assistants, sign language interpreters, assistive technology, alternate forms of texts, and 
photocopy enlargement.

Students needing accommodations should notify their instructor and contact the office of 
Services for Students with Disabilities http://www.luc.edu/sswd/index.shtml
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Assignments

Homework
Criminology: Theories, Patterns, & Typologies companion website. Go to 
http://cj.wadsworth.com/siegel_crimtpt9e and click on Companion Site. Students are required to 
complete the following assignments for each chapter of the text: 
1) Multiple Choice 2) True and False 3) Essay Quiz. 
Assignments will be turned in at the beginning of class each Tuesday. 

Class Participation and Theory Discussion
Each student will be called on to lead a classroom discussion. Students will be called on in 
alphabetical order. This procedure will continue throughout the semester. Students will be called 
on more than once. Unauthorized class absences will not excuse students from theory discussion. 
If you are not in class when you are called, you will lose credit for class participation. 

As you read each chapter, prepare to discuss: 
 The focus, main points and arguments of the readings.

 How the theory compares or contrasts with other theories.

 A basic critique of the theory. 

Examinations
There will be a mid-term  and a final examination based upon the KEY TERMS located at the 
end of each chapter. Each exam will be approximately 50 questions in length. The mid-term 
exam will cover chapters 1 - 6. The final exam will cover weeks 7 - 13.

Individual Book Project
Each student will chose and read one book based on original research that contributes to our 
understanding of theoretical criminology. They will then prepare a paper for submission 
explaining the findings of the book and the criminological theory that it supports. Students will 
present their findings to the class. 

Classroom presentations should include the use of Power Point, handouts, videos, and other 
appropriate classroom learning material. Students may present their papers to the class anytime 
during the semester. All presentations must be completed by 26 November.

Papers must be a minimum of FIVE pages in length and follow a scholarly format. Students will 
cite the source of all information utilizing the APA, MLA, or Chicago Manual of Style methods.
All pages must be numbered! Do not cite classroom lectures. No internet sources! 

A one page outline of your book project must be turned in by 11 September 2008.

Loyola University Writing Center
Students are encouraged to take advantage of the assistance provided by the Loyola University 
Writing Center. Services include working with students on stylistic issues, punctuation 
difficulties, sentence structure, grammatical usage, source documentation, and effective 
proofreading: http://www.luc.edu/depts/english/writctr.htm
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Reading & Lecture Schedule

1. Crime & Criminology
This section introduces and defines criminology, its goals, its history, how crime is 
defined, how criminologists conduct research, and the ethical issues faced by researchers.

26 August Introduction to course
28 August What is Criminology? Siegel Chapter 1

2. The Nature & Extent of Crime
We review how crime data are collected on criminal offenders and offenses and what this 
information tells us about crime patterns and trends. We also examine the concept of 
criminal careers and discover what available crime data can tell us about the onset, 
continuation, and termination of criminality.

2 September Sources of Crime Data Siegel Chapter 2
       4 September Crime Trends 

3. Victims & Victimization
This section exams victims and their relationship to the criminal process. We will analyze 
the nature and extent of victimization. We will then discuss the relationship between victims 
and criminal offenders. We will also look at the various theories of victimization that 
attempt to explain the victim’s role in the crime problem. Finally, we will examine how 
society has responded to the needs of victims and discuss the special problems they face.

  9 September Nature of Victimization Siegel Chapter 3
       11 September Theories of Victimization

4. Choice Theories
This week we will examine the philosophical underpinnings of choice theory, tracing it back 
to the classical school of criminology. We then turn to more recent theoretical models that 
flow from the concept of choice. These models hold that criminals are rational and their 
behavior can be controlled or deterred by the fear of punishment; desistance can then be 
explained by a growing and intense fear of criminal sanctions. These theories include 
situational crime control, general deterrence theory, specific deterrence theory, and 
incapacitation. 

       16 September Classical Theory Siegel Chapter 4
       18 September Rational Choice Theory

5. Trait Theories
Trait theories argue that criminals bear physical and/or mental traits that make them different 
and abnormal. Biological and psychological traits influence their behavior. These traits are 
found at birth or develop soon after and influence their behavior choices over the course of 
their lives. Possessing these personal differences explains why one person commits a crime 
and becomes a chronic offender, while another leads a law-abiding life. 

23 September Biosocial Trait Theories Siegel Chapter 5
       25 September Psychological Trait Theories 
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Reading & Lecture Schedule Cont’d.

6. Social Structure Theories
Social structural theories study the association between social conditions and crime. Social 
structural theories view criminals as indigent and desperate rather than abnormal or evil. To 
understand criminal behavior, we must analyze the influence of these destructive social 
forces on human behavior. Social forces, not individual traits cause crime.

       30 September Social Disorganization Siegel Chapter 6
         2 October Strain Theory

7.   Midterm   
       7 October Mid-Semester Break
       9 October MIDTERM EXAM & Student Presentations

8. Social Process Theories
  Social process theory argues that criminality is a function of individual socialization and the 

interactions people have with various organizations, institutions, and segments of society. 
Most people are influenced by family relationships, peer groups, educational experiences, 
and interactions with authority figures including teachers, employers, and agents of the 
justice system. If these relationships are positive and supportive, people can succeed within 
the rules of society. If these relationships are dysfunctional and destructive, conventional 
success becomes difficult and criminal solutions become a feasible alternative. 

       14 October Social Learning Theory Siegel Chapter 7
      16 October Social Control Theory

9. Social Conflict Theories
Social conflict theories view criminal behavior as a reaction to the unfair distribution of 
wealth and power in society. Some conflict theorists stress the effect that the capitalist 
economic system has on crime. These scholars are sometimes called Marxist, radical, or 
critical criminologists. Their field of study is referred to as critical criminology. Conflict 
theorists explain crime within economic and social contexts and stress the connection 
between social conflict, crime, and social control.

      21 October Marxist Theory Siegel Chapter 8
     23 October Critical Criminology

10. Developmental Theories
Some experts believe that antisocial behavior is a function of some personal trait, such as a 
low IQ or impulsive personality, which is present at birth or soon afterward. As such, 
developmental criminologists seek to identify, describe, and understand the developmental 
factors that explain the onset and continuation of a criminal career. Rather than look at a 
single factor, such as poverty or low intelligence, developmental theories attempt to provide 
a more global vision of a criminal career, encompassing its onset, continuation, and 
termination.

       28 October Life Course Theory Siegel Chapter 9
       30 October Latent Trait Theory
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Reading & Lecture Schedule Cont’d.

11. Violent Crime
This week we will explore the concept of violence. We will review the suggested causes of 
violent crime then focus on specific types of interpersonal violence – rape, homicide, assault, 
and robbery. We will also examine newly recognized types of interpersonal violence such as 
stalking, workplace violence, political violence, and terrorism. 

       4 November Causes of Violence Siegel Chapter 10
6 November Student Presentations

12.   Property Crime
This section reviews the nature and extent of property crime in the U. S. including theft, 
auto theft, shoplifting, burglary, arson, and credit card fraud. We will also review the 
difference between occasional and professional crime.

11 November Causes of Property Crime Siegel Chapter 11
13 November Student Presentations

13. Enterprise Crime
Crimes of the marketplace are referred to as enterprise crime. In this section we review 
explanations for both white-collar crime and organized crime. White-collar crime involves 
the illegal activities of people and institutions whose acknowledged purpose is profit through 
legitimate business. Organized crime involves illegal activities of people and organizations 
whose acknowledged purpose is profit through illegitimate business enterprise.

18 November Organized Crime Siegel Chapter 12
20 November Student Presentations

14. Final Review
25 November Final Student Presentations 
27 November Thanksgiving Break

15.  Public Order Crime
Crimes involving sexuality and morality are often referred to as public order or victimless 
crimes. Public order crimes involve acts that interfere with the operations of society and the 
ability of people to function efficiently. We will first discuss the relationship between 
law and morality. We then address the public order crimes of a sexual nature including 
prostitution and pornography. We will also address drugs and alcohol.

2 December Law & Morality Siegel Chapter 13
4 December Vice

16.  Final Exam 
9 December FINAL EXAM


