CUERP Undergraduate Research Fellowship Program

Program Announcement

Description
This program is designed to provide Loyola University Chicago undergraduate students with opportunities to conduct summer or academic year research projects on issues addressing the unsustainable uses of natural resources in the greater Chicago land region, and the feedback of environmental degradation on the structure and function of ecosystems, and on human health and well-being.  Interdisciplinary projects combining elements of ecosystem structure and function, impacts on human health, public policy, behavior, etc. are strongly encouraged.  Up to 5 fellows will be funded each academic year.  Students will receive a $1,000 stipend as well as up to $1,000 for research supplies, if needed.

Guidelines

Each student will submit a complete application under the guidance of a CUERP faculty mentor.  CUERP offers two fellowship cycles each academic year.  The summer fellowship is from May through August with an application deadline of March 1.  The summer fellows will present their completed research projects at the October CUERP meeting.  The full AY fellowship is from September through May (with an application deadline of March 1) and will present at the May CUERP meeting.  Please send applications to the CUERP office at cuerp@luc.edu.  

Complete applications will include the following components:

1) A signed Cover Letter from faculty mentor supporting the student and the project.

2) LUROP Application Cover Page (form provided).

3) Application Cover Page (use form provided).

4) Abstract (500 word maximum; use form provided).

5) A 2-3 page (single spaced, 12 point font) proposed Project Description which provides background to the problem, objectives or hypotheses to be tested, a detailed description of the project including methods and statistical analyses, and plans for dissemination of results.  Include any figures or tables within the 2-3 page limit.

6) Budget (use budget worksheet provided; up to $1,000 for student summer stipend, and up to $1,000 for supplies, travel, and other research expenses).

7) Literature Cited.

8) Supplementary Documents may include any documents demonstrating required approval or permission for this research such as letters of support from partnering agencies or collaborators, county sampling permits, IRB approvals, radiation safety application approvals, etc.

Students in the summer funding cycle will conduct their research throughout the summer and early fall, and in October, will present their findings orally at the CUERP faculty meeting.  Those students beginning their research in the fall, will conduct their work throughout the academic year, presenting their findings at the May CUERP meeting. The oral presentations will be 12 minutes long with 3 minutes for questions.  A PowerPoint format is recommended.  A 2’ x 3’ professional meeting-quality poster of the project is also required for posting on the CUERP Student Fellows bulletin board on the 4th floor of LSB (the CUERP Coordinator can assist with printing the poster, if requested).

If students want to obtain college credit for conducting this research, there are many mechanisms in place that make this possible.  The discipline/school/department that the faculty mentor belongs to will list formalized courses or internships in the course offering guide for obtaining credit.

Eligibility

Eligible Students – Loyola Undergraduate students in any college or school

Eligible Faculty Mentors – Any FT faculty member whose research is affiliated with CUERP activities and goals

Eligible Research Projects – Projects that fall within the goals and mission of CUERP are eligible (for more on the mission and goals of CUERP see www.luc.edu/cuerp).  No priorities or biases are given due to the academic discipline of the proposed project.  We strongly encourage projects that are from multiple disciplines, and especially projects that are interdisciplinary.

Evaluation Process

An Undergraduate Fellows Review Committee composed of 3 CUERP faculty and staff will evaluate all submitted proposals and rank them based on the following criteria:

1) How well does the proposed project fit within the CUERP goals and mission?

2) Is this project appropriate for providing a valuable undergraduate research experience?

3) Is the proposal clearly written, complete, and well organized?

4) Is the project well justified and motivated by the literature and/or preliminary data?

5) Are objectives, goals, and/or hypotheses clearly stated?

6) Is the project feasible?  Can it be accomplished within a 6 month period?

7) Is the project well designed, and are the proposed methods appropriate?

8) Are plans for dissemination of the results satisfactory?
Loyola Undergraduate Research Opportunities Program (LUROP)

Application Cover Page
Although this cover page is required, your responses will not affect whether or not you receive LUROP funding.  
Please be as candid as you can in answering the questions below. Your responses are confidential and they cannot be used to evaluate you in any way.  Although we are asking for your name and student ID #, only aggregate data will be calculated in summarizing the results of this survey.

Thank you very much for completing this questionnaire.
1. Are you applying for: ______Academic Year     _______Summer

2. LUROP Program applying for (Please list only one):       
3. Date of application: 
4. Applicant name:      
5. Student ID #:      
6. Are you a:  ____Freshman      ____Sophomore      _____Junior       _____Senior

7. Expected Year of Graduation ____________________________

8. Major (If unsure, write “undecided”):      
9. Faculty mentor (If applicable):      
10. Project title (If applicable):      
11. Have you applied to a LUROP program before?     

If yes, when?____________


Which program?______________

12. Have you participated in a LUROP program before?     

If yes, when?_________________

            Which program?______________

13. Write one paragraph explaining why you want to participate in LUROP.

     
14. Place an “X” next to the top 3 benefits you hope to gain from participating in LUROP:

_     _
Build a relationship with a mentor.

_     _
Experience what it is like to conduct research in your field.

_     _
Learn how research can be applied to solve real world problems.

_     _
Learn how to ask and answer complex questions.

_     _
Publish and/or present your findings at academic conferences.

_     _
Acquire knowledge and skills that will prepare you for graduate school.

_     _
Acquire knowledge and skills that will prepare you for your career
_     _
Acquire knowledge and skills that you can apply in your Loyola courses.

_     _
Other (please explain):       
15. During this past academic year, 

	DID YOU…
	YES
	NO

	
	                     
	Which ones? How many?
	

	Participate in an academic club?
	
	
	

	Attend a university lecture that was not a class?
	
	
	

	Meet with Loyola faculty/staff on a regular basis?
	
	
	

	Conduct research?
	
	When? What was your role?
	

	Present your work to a professional audience? (e.g. conference or performance)


	
	
	

	Helped write a research publication and/or paper?
	
	
	


16. Through my LUROP experience, I hope to gain the following skills (please check all that apply) 

· Archival data analysis

· Conducting focus groups

· Conducting interviews
· Conducting research outside of university settings
· Creating a meeting agenda

· Creating surveys

· Data analysis

· Data entry

· Developing a research plan/agenda

· Facilitating/leading a meeting

· Library research skills

· Presenting research to professional groups

· Professional or scholarly writing (e.g. writing an article)

· Study Skills

· Supervision

· Time Management

· Transcribing interviews

· Using a new medium for artistic expression

· Using lab instrumentation

· Writing research reports

· Other skills? Please list__________________________________

CUERP Undergraduate Research Fellowship Program

Application Cover Page

Applicant name: 
Faculty mentor:      
Department:      
Date of application:      
Total amount requested:      
Project title:      
Please indicate if any of the following will be used in your study:

Biohazards:

No  FORMCHECKBOX 


Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
    Protocol Number       
Uncertain  FORMCHECKBOX 
  

Human Subjects:
No  FORMCHECKBOX 


Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
    Protocol Number       
Uncertain  FORMCHECKBOX 
 

Animal Care:

No  FORMCHECKBOX 


Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
    Protocol Number       
Uncertain  FORMCHECKBOX 
     

Radiation:

No  FORMCHECKBOX 


Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
    Protocol Number       
Uncertain  FORMCHECKBOX 
 

It is the faculty mentor’s responsibility to obtain requisite compliance approval(s) from the appropriate committee(s) before the project begins.

This proposal is approved by:

__________________________________________  
_________________

Faculty mentor





Date

__________________________________________
_________________

Chair or Dean






Date

CUERP Undergraduate Research Fellowship Program

Abstract

Please limit your abstract to 500 words.

     

CUERP Undergraduate Research Fellowship Program

Budget worksheet

Student stipend

$1,000

TOTAL STUDENT STIPEND

$1000
Supplies


$      




$      




TOTAL SUPPLIES



$     
Travel



$      




$      




$      




TOTAL TRAVEL



$     
Other 



$      
     




$      
     




TOTAL OTHER



$     
TOTAL REQUEST (not to exceed $2,000)




$     
