Westminster City Council Press Release 

Westminster Council to honour poetic genius T.S. Eliot 
The most celebrated English-language poet of the 20th Century will be commemorated by Westminster City Council with the unveiling of a Green Plaque.

The Plaque honouring the life and work of T.S. Eliot will take pride of place on the façade of 62-66 Crawford Mansions, on Crawford St, where the poet lived in flat number 18 between 1916 and 1920. 

Poets Sean O’Brien, winner of the T.S. Eliot prize 2007, and Craig Raine, poetry editor at publishers Faber & Faber and author of the acclaimed “T. S. Eliot: Image, Text and Context”, will mark the unveiling of the plaque by T.S. Eliot’s widow Valerie Eliot. The plaque will be Westminster’s 76th commemorative Green Plaque, set up by Westminster City Council to celebrate the richness and cultural diversity of the city.

Craig Raine, who is also founder and editor of the literary magazine “Areté”, said: “Mozart, seeing the birthplace of Haydn, a cottage, said 'so poor a start, so great a spirit '. On Wednesday, we will be honouring both bricks and mortar and poetic immortality – Crawford Mansions and its extraordinary occupant, the then little known T S Eliot”.

Sean O'Brien added: "T.S. Eliot is one of the greatest modern poets and in particular a great poet of the city. It is therefore most appropriate that he should have a plaque in the City of Westminster".

Cllr Robert Davis, Cabinet Member for Planning, said: “We are very proud to commemorate T.S. Eliot for the contribution he has made to English-language poetry.

“We are delighted to add the poet’s name to the extraordinary list of literary figures already celebrated by the Green Plaques scheme, which includes Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, Jane Austen and Voltaire. 

“This plaque, like all Green Plaques in the City, is a reminder that Westminster’s rich heritage is comprised of former residents as well as historic buildings”. 

Thomas Stearns Eliot is considered one of the most daring innovators of twentieth-century poetry. 

Born in Missouri, Eliot moved to England in 1914, where he was for a time a schoolmaster and a bank clerk at Lloyds Bank, and eventually literary editor for the publishing house Faber & Faber, of which he later became a director. 

The literary genius founded and edited the exclusive and influential literary journal Criterion between 1922 and 1939. In 1927, Eliot became a British citizen and entered the Anglican Church and in 1948 he was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature. 

The writer is most famous for poems such as “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock”, “The Waste Land”, “The Hollow Men”, “Ash Wednesday”, and “Four Quartets”, and plays “Murder in the Cathedral” and “The Cocktail Party”.


Eliot suffered from health problems caused by the combination of London air and his heavy smoking. He died of emphysema in London in 1965, just eight years after marrying his second wife, Esmé Valerie Fletcher. 

A large stone on the floor of Poet’s Corner in Westminster Abbey was dedicated to the writer, bearing his name, an indication that he had received the Order of Merit and a quotation from the poem “Little Gidding”, which is part of “Four Quartets”. 

For more information please contact Francesca Pompili at Westminster City Council Press Office on 020 7641 2259. 

Notes to Editors 

The Green Plaque will be sponsored by the Crawford Mansions Tenants & Residents Association. It will be unveiled at 1PM on Wednesday 23 April during a ceremony attended by the Lord Mayor of Westminster Cllr Carolyn Keen. Poets Caige Raine and Sean O’Brien will honour T.S. Eliot and read one of his poems. 
Gillian Dawson, Manager of the Green Plaques scheme, is available for interviews. On Wednesday there will also be opportunities to interview both Mr Raine and Mr O'Brien, before and after the ceremony, which will be followed by a reception inside Crawford Mansions. 

The Green Plaques scheme complements a number of Council strategies such as improving the legibility and understanding of Westminster’s heritage and social history, providing accessible educational tools to raise awareness and understanding of local areas, providing information for Westminster’s visitors and celebrating the richness and diversity of Westminster’s former residents.
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