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	Cabinet Member Report

	
	
	

	Date:
	
	17 December 2007

	
	
	

	Subject:
	
	Commemorative Green Plaque for T S Eliot (1888 –       1965)

	

	Summary 

The proposed commemorative Green Plaque for T.S Eliot will be placed on the 

front façade of 18 Crawford Mansions, 62-66 Crawford Street, W1. 

Eliot has been one of the most daring innovators of twentieth-century poetry. 

Never compromising either with the public or indeed with language itself, he 

followed his belief that poetry should aim at a representation of the complexities of modern civilization in language and that such representation necessarily leads to difficult poetry.

Born in St. Louis, Missouri, of an old New England family, Thomas Stearns

Eliot was educated at Harvard and did graduate work in philosophy at the 

Sorbonne, Harvard, and Merton College, Oxford. He settled in England, where 

he was for a time a schoolmaster and a bank clerk, and eventually literary editor for the publishing house Faber & Faber, of which he later became a director. He founded and, during the seventeen years of its publication (1922-1939), edited the exclusive and influential literary journal Criterion. In 1927, Eliot became a British citizen and about the same time entered the Anglican Church.

T.S Eliot lived at 18 Crawford Mansions, 62-66 Crawford Street, W1 from 1916 until 1920. 

He received the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1948.

Recommendation

That the nomination for a commemorative green plaque for T. S Eliot be approved subject to sponsorship in full.
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City of Westminster

	Cabinet Member:
	
	Cabinet Member for Planning

	
	
	

	Date:
	
	17 December 2007


	
	
	

	Classification:
	
	For General Release



	
	
	

	 Title of Report:
	
	Commemorative Green Plaque for T S Eliot

(1888 – 1965)

	
	
	

	Report of:
	
	Director of Planning and City Development




	
	
	

	Wards involved:
	
	West End



	
	
	

	Policy context:
	
	The commemorative Green Plaques scheme complements a number of Council strategies: 

· to improve the legibility and understanding of Westminster’s heritage and social history; 

· to provide information for Westminster’s visitors; to provide imaginative and accessible educational tools to raise awareness and understanding of local areas, particularly for young people;

· to celebrate the richness and diversity of Westminster’s former residents.


	
	
	

	Financial summary:
	
	The Green Plaque Scheme depends on sponsorship 

	

	
	

	Report Author:
	
	Gillian Dawson

	
	
	

	Contact details
	
	Gillian Dawson

Telephone 020 7641 2457 

Fax 020 7641 3050

gdawson@westminster.gov.uk




1.
Background
1.1 In 1670 Andrew Eliot left East Coker in Somerset, England, for Boston. Two hundred and eighteen years later in 1888, his direct descendant, Thomas Stearns Eliot — who would become the most celebrated English-language poet of the century — was born in St. Louis, Mo., to a businessman and a poet, Henry and Charlotte Eliot. 
1.2 In the 1910–1911 school year, Eliot lived in Paris, studying at the Sorbonne and touring the continent. Returning to Harvard in 1911 as a doctoral student in philosophy, Eliot studied the writings of F.H. Bradley, Buddhism and Indic philology (learning Sanskrit and Pāli to read some of the religious texts. He was awarded a scholarship to attend Merton College, Oxford in 1914, and, before settling there, he visited Marburg, Germany, where he planned to take a summer program in philosophy. When the First World War broke out, however, he went to London and then to Oxford. Eliot was not happy at Merton College and declined a second year there. 

1.3 Instead, on 26 June 1915, he married Vivienne Haigh-Wood in a register


office. After a short visit, alone, to the U. S. to see his family, he returned to London and took a few teaching jobs such as lecturing at Birkbeck College, University of London. He continued to work on his dissertation and, in the spring of 1916, sent it to Harvard, which accepted it. Because he did not appear in person to defend his dissertation, however, he was not awarded his Ph.D. (In 1964, the dissertation was published as Knowledge and Experience in the Philosophy of F. H. Bradley.) During Eliot's university career, he studied with George Santayana, Irving Babbitt, Henri Bergson, C. R. Lanman, Josiah Royce, Bertrand Russell, and Harold Joachim.
1.4 In 1917, Eliot took a position at Lloyds Bank in London, where he worked on foreign accounts. In August 1920, Eliot met James Joyce on a trip to Paris, accompanied by Wyndham Lewis. After the meeting, Eliot said he found Joyce arrogant (Joyce doubted Eliot's ability as a poet at the time), but the two soon became friends with Eliot visiting Joyce whenever he was in Paris. In 1925, Eliot left Lloyds to join the publishing firm of Faber and Gwyer (later Faber and Faber), where he remained for the rest of his career, becoming a director of the firm.

1.5 In 1927, Eliot took two important steps in his self-definition. On June 29 he 


converted to Anglicanism and in November he dropped his American citizenship and became a British subject. In 1928, Eliot summarised his beliefs when he wrote in the preface to his book, For Lancelot Andrewes that "the general point of view [of the book's essays] may be described as classicist in literature, royalist in politics, and anglo-catholic in religion." In 1925, busy working with the publishing house Faber and Faber he also continued to write many poems and essays.  He also wrote many plays including The Rock: A Pageant Play (1934); Murder in the Cathedral (1935); The Family Reunion (1939); The Cocktail Party (1950); The Confidential Clerk (1954); and The Elder Statesman (1959). In 1957 he married Valerie Fletcher. Collections of his plays include; Poems (1920); Poems 1909-1925 (1925); Ash Wednesday (1930); Four Quartets (1935–42); On Poetry and Poets (1957); Collected Poems 1909-1962 (1963).

Eliot's vast collection of critical works include; The Sacred Wood (1920); For Lancelot Andrewes (1928); Selected Essays, 1917–32 (1932); The Use of Poetry and the Use of Criticism (1933); After Strange Gods (1934); Elizabethan Essays (1934); Essays Ancient and Modern (1936); and Notes towards a Definition of Culture (1948).

1.6
By 1932, Eliot had been contemplating a separation from his wife for some 

time. When Harvard University offered him the Charles Eliot Norton professorship for the 1932-1933 academic year, he accepted, leaving Vivien in England. Upon his return in 1933, Eliot officially separated from Vivien. He avoided all but one meeting with his wife between his leaving for America in 1932 and her death in 1947. 

1.7
From 1946 to 1957, Eliot shared a flat with his friend, John Davy Hayward, 

who gathered and archived Eliot’s papers and styled himself Keeper of the Eliot Archive. He also collected Eliot’s pre-“Prufrock” verse, commercially published after Eliot’s death as Poems Written in Early Youth. When Eliot and Hayward separated their household in 1957, Hayward retained his collection of Eliot’s papers, which he bequeathed to King’s College, Cambridge in 1965.

1.8
Eliot's second marriage was happy but short. On January 10, 1957, he 

married Esmé Valerie Fletcher, to whom he was introduced by Collin Brooks. In sharp contrast to his first marriage, Eliot knew Miss Fletcher well, as she had been his secretary at Faber and Faber since August 1949. Valerie was 37 years younger than her husband. After Eliot's death, she dedicated her time to preserving his legacy; she  edited and annotated The Letters of T.S. Eliot and a facsimile of the draft of The Waste Land.

1.9
Eliot died of emphysema in London on January 4, 1965. For many years, he 


had health problems owing to the combination of London air and his heavy smoking, often being laid low with bronchitis or tachycardia. His body was cremated and, according to Eliot's wishes, the ashes taken to St Michael's Church in East Coker, the village from which Eliot's ancestors emigrated to America. There, a simple plaque commemorates him. On the second anniversary of his death, a large stone placed on the floor of Poets' Corner in London's Westminster Abbey was dedicated to Eliot. This commemoration contains his name, an indication that he had received the Order of Merit, dates, and a quotation from Little Gidding: "the communication / Of the dead is tongued with fire beyond / the language of the living."

2.
Legal Implications

2.1
 None

3.
Consultation

3.1
The managing owners (this property is managed by CityWest Homes) and occupiers of the property are supportive of the nomination.  Ward councillors have been consulted.  Councillor Lewis and Councillor Keen have expressed support for this nomination.

4.
Financial Implications

4.1 The cost of the plaque is approximately £300. There will also be an installation charge to the sponsor.  Both the plaque and reception will be sponsored by the Crawford Mansions Tenants & Residents Association.
5.
Conclusions for the Proposed Decision

5.1 Although young T S Eliot was brilliantly educated in English and European 
literature and in Eastern and Western philosophy and religion, he fled, in his mid 20s, the career in philosophy awaiting him at Harvard, and moved to England. He was for a time a schoolmaster and a bank clerk, and eventually literary editor for the publishing house Faber & Faber, of which he later became a director. He founded and, during the seventeen years of its publication (1922-1939), edited the exclusive and influential literary journal Criterion. In 1927, Eliot became a British citizen and about the same time entered the Anglican Church.

5.2
Eliot has been one of the most daring innovators of twentieth-century poetry. 

Never compromising either with the public or indeed with language itself, he has followed his belief that poetry should aim at a representation of the complexities of modern civilization in language and that such representation necessarily leads to difficult poetry. Despite this difficulty, his influence on modern poetic diction has been immense. A Green Plaque on the building, Crawford Mansions, would be a fitting tribute to this exceptional poet and former Westminster resident.
If you have any queries about this report or wish to inspect any of the background 

   papers please contact: Gillian Dawson, 020 7641 2457

Background Papers
The documents referred to in compiling this report are: -

1. Biographical information 

2. Works by T.S. Eliot

For completion by Cabinet Member for Planning

· Declaration of Interest

I have no interest to declare in respect of this report

Signed …………………………….  Date…………………………………

NAME: Councillor Robert Davis, Cabinet Member for Planning

I have to declare an interest

State nature of interest ………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………..

Signed …………………………….  Date…………………………………….

NAME: Councillor Robert Davis, Cabinet Member for Planning

(N.B:  If you have an interest you should seek advice as to whether it is appropriate to make a decision in relation to this matter.)

For the reasons set out above, I agree the recommendation(s) in the report entitled Commemorative Green Plaque for T S Eliot (1888 – 1965)

Signed ………………………………………………

Cabinet Member for Planning

Date …………………………………………………


If you have any additional comment which you would want actioned in connection with your decision you should discuss this with the report author and then set out your comment below before the report and this pro-forma is returned to the Secretariat for processing.

Additional comment: …………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

NOTE:  If you do not wish to approve the recommendations, or wish to make an alternative decision, it is important that you consult the report author, the Director of Legal and Administrative Services, the Director of Finance and Resources, if there are staffing implications, the Head of Human Resources (or their representatives) so that (1) you can be made aware of any further relevant considerations that you should take into account before making the decision and (2) your reasons for the decision can be properly identified and recorded, as required by law.

Note to Cabinet Member: The decision will now be published and copied to the Members of the relevant Overview & Scrutiny Committee and may not be implemented until five working days have elapsed from publication to allow the Overview and Scrutiny Committee to decide whether it wishes to call it in.
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In reaching this decision I have given due regard to any representations made by relevant Ward Members.








Signed ………………………………………………





Cabinet Member for ………………………..





Date …………………………………………………
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