LEAD-ACID BATTERIES

The lead-acid battery was invented in 1859 by the French physician Gaston Plante and it was the very
first rechargeable battery created for commercial purposes. Now, the lead-acid battery is the most commonly
used rechargeable battery in the world.

Plante designed the battery to store electrical energy and it was originally used to keep the lights on
inside train cars while the trains were stopped at stations. Its other main function was to supply back-up
power. Today, the batteries are used for a great number of things, including automobiles, boats, forklifts,
submarines and as sources of back-up power for computer systems. It is hard to imagine our society
functioning without the lead-acid batteries. However, new technology efforts have been made to find
replacements for the lead-acid in order to create the most environmentally friendly and cost-efficient battery.
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