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Partners with residents, schools, and social service providers in the Bronzeville and Woodlawn communities to: 
1) Provide quality, school-based clinical social work services that profoundly disadvantaged African-American children and youth value, to foster the clients’ access to opportunities, development of leadership and relationship skills, and abilities to cope with the manifold crises they experience; 
2) Provide M.S.W. and B.S.W. social work interns with the opportunity to learn about providing clinical social work services for profoundly disadvantaged youth by offering individual and group counseling, program leadership and development, and clinical social work research; 
3) Provide Doctoral social work students and alumni the opportunity to develop their skills in clinical supervision of social work interns and contributing to research about the Program’s activities.

The Program aims to maximize the creativity and leadership skills of social work students and the child and youth clients. We provide all with the chance to unite in solidarity to respond creatively to the formidable problems of poverty, racial discrimination, community violence, educational disadvantage, and social exclusion. 

To accomplish these goals, the Program provides intensive supervisory support for social work interns and enlists the child and youth clients as well as the interns in ongoing evaluation and input into the structure and services of the program.  The Program was given its name by its student founders, and has by 2011 served more than 400 children and youth and trained 28 social workers. 

Social work interns are placed in preschool-grade 12 schools in the Bronzeville and Woodlawn communities, depending on students’ interests.  Students provide counseling and advocacy services in the school.  They also are instructors and counselors for youth in our Stand Up Help Out and CRIME programs (see standuphelpout.org and crimeteens.com).  Steady improvement of our programs based on feedback has resulted in 99% attendance rates for children and youth in the counseling program, and, as of the past year, 99% attendance rates for youth in our Stand Up Help Out after school program.

Research about program services is in a participatory action model, studying both effective service models and topics youth identify as important, such as sustaining their hope and developing their compassion.  Youth and students evaluate their programs as interviewers and as analysts of program evaluation data.  They also participate as co-authors in the ongoing research projects.  Participating youth have written a book for helping professionals and a children’s book (see crimeteens.com).

Services are designed using a combination of self-determination and trauma theories, in an overall psychodynamic, ecological, and culturally-sensitive context.  Theories are applied flexibly and reflexively developed so as to be maximally responsive to the motives and needs of each individual client.

We greatly appreciate the support of our funders, After School Matters, the Illinois Violence Prevention Authority, the Gabe Miller Memorial Foundation, the McCormick-Tribune Foundation, and Loyola University Faculty Development Awards, for providing us with more than $400,000 in funding for our programs and research since 2006.




