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The Bible and Preaching’

The Church’s Word to the World
By H. H. Farmer

IT IS A TRUISM that the task of the Christian preacher today is an
immensely difficult one, possibly more difficult than it has ever been be-
fore. Many factors have combined to bring about this difficulty, and any
one of them might be given extended consideration. The one factor which
1 now invite you to consider can be quite simply stated. On the one hand,
the preacher must seek to present the Christian message in a way that makes
it urgently and challengingly relevant to modern men living in this con-
temporary world of automobiles, airplanes, radio, cinemas, television,
massed and urbanized populations, big business, scientific technology,
mechanized industry and agriculture, impersonal economic pressures, vast
collective nationalisms, totalitarian wars, and all the rest. On the other
hand, he is expected to, and, as we shall see, can hardly do other than,
preach from the Bible, from, that is to say, a heterogeneous collection of
extremely ancient documents, the latest of which was written down nineteen
hundred years ago and many of which are in large degree unintelligible
except to expert scholars.

The problem all this raises is obvious and hardly needs dwelling on.
The difficulty of communication, particularly in respect of insights and
convictions which transcend mere matters of fact and have to do with ulti-
mate meanings and values, is a familiar one in any sphere, but how much
greater the difficulty if it be insisted that communication must be on the
basis, and through the medium, of a distant, strange and long since van-
ished world of men and women, who speak another language, think in other
categories, face other problems, than our own. No doubt we must not ex-
aggerate this problem and difficulty. No doubt there is a sense in which
the deep religious needs, and possibly also certain basic, archetypal re-
ligious terms and categories, persist in the human spirit throughout the

ages, and make 1t possible for even the most ancient religious writings ;10
speak to us across the centuries. No doubt it might be 1.1rged al_so th.a\t tlf:
very remoteness of the Bible world from our own, and its relat{ve simpli-
city in comparison with the tangled complexities of our day, give to it a
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