INDEX TO BOOK REVIEWS.

Page
Abbott, Edwin A.: The Founding of the New Kingdom.......... 220
Adamus, Ludwik: Spiewnik Piesni Religijnch Kosciola, Wyznamia
Baptyskiego W. Ameryce. . ... .......ovuununnnnnnnnn.. 243
Baptist Sunday School Standard Manuals............ S 242
Brown, Arthur Judson: Russia in Transformation.............. 244
Brown, Will H.: The Sex Life of Boys and Young Men......... 245
Creelman, Harlan: An Introduction to the Old Testament. ... ... 219
DuBose, Horace M.: The Consciousness of Jesus.............. 220
Edwards, Loren M.: Every Church Its Own Evangelist......... 241
Eiselen, Frederick Carl: The Books of the Pentateuch......... 219
Foster, Eugene C.: The Intermediate Department............. 242
Graham, Stephen: Priest of the Ideal....................... 224
Graham, Duff: Peter Rabbitt’s Christmas.................... 245
Graham, Duff: Peter Rabbitt at the Farm.................... 245
Hankey, Donald: The Church and the Man. .................. 232

Harris, Rendel: The Origin of the Prologue to St. John’s Gospel. . 222
Hastings, James: Encyclopedia of Religion and Ethies, Vol. IX.. 230
Hill, William Bancroft: The Life of Christ...................

Sinclair, May: A Defense of Idealism; Some Questions and Con-
clusions . ........... ... ..., e e

Wells, H. G.: The Soulof a Bishop. .. .. .....ovuenennn...
Williams, Mornay: Light on Living from the Light of Life. ... ..
Wilm, Emil Carl: Religion and the School. ..................

THE REVIEW
AND EXPOSITOR

Vol. XV. July, 1918 : No. 3

THE CHRISTIANITY OF CHRIST AND CHRIST
OUR CHRISTIANITY.

By P.T. Forsyra, M.A., D.D., Princtpar oF HacKNEY CoL-
LEGE, HaMPsTEAD, AND DEAN OF THE FACULTY OF
TaEOLOGY IN THE UNIVERSITY 0F LONDON.

It is not uncommon today to hear the Gospels praised
at the expense of the Epistles. The character of Jesus
is set up in contrast with His redeeming work. And to
His teaching is assigned a permanency denied to His per-
son. Being dead He only speaketh; He does not reign
and rule. St. Like is called against his companion and
master, St. Paul. And the mysticism of St. John is pre-
ferred to that of St. Paul because it is less definite and
more idealist in its theology. The real reason, I suspect,
is that St. John’s mysticism is woven into a story, whereas
St. Paul’s has a more dialectic form. For I cannot see
that the one is less theological than the other. Only in
St. John Jesus speaks, while St. Paul speaks for Him;
and there is a dramatic interest therefore in John which
is not in Paul. What links Luke, and John, and Paul?
Let us ask what is the common and permanent element
in the New Testament? Whatis its unity? It is the grace
of God as Christ’s Cross. I Peter 1:10, 11, 12.

It has been generally and truly said that this element
is the work of Jesus, what He did uniquely for mankind
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on the cross in the way of altering fundamentally and
finally the relation between the human soul and God. This
has been the conviction of the Church as a whole, and the
ultimate center of any power it has had upon the world.
But to many this has become a piece of theology. It is
not an active ingredient in their soul’s life and their re-
ligious experience. They live more upon religious affec-
tion and sympathy than on religious faith. They say the
prevalence of such a view is largely due to certain Judaic
elements introduced into a simpler Christian faith by St.
Paul. So they turn the cross into the latest of the life-
long series of self-sacrifices that mark the wonderful char-
acter of Christ; and it is upon the character of Christ that
they fix for the permanent element in His religion. The
affection, the wonder, the admiration, the imitation which
such a character still calls out—these form the permanent
influence which Christianity exercises on the world.

But then it is pointed out that His character is a thing -
of the past. It is simply now an ideal standing, though
~ it towers and shines, in the far uplands of history. And
what we need, they say, is some more positive action com-
ing down and drawing very near, and laying on us a power. -
and a command; not only attracting the soul but lighting
up the soul, and searching it, and guiding it, and releasing
it, and controlling it,—nay, what is more than all, remak--
ing it. Now one section of those who demand Christ’s
actual touch on the age find it in the Church. The Church
1s the continuation of Christ, as it were, into our age, and
Christ lays His hand on the soul of the age by the Church,
its demands, its ideals, its truths and its privileges. An-
other section finds that Christ touches the age by a less
institutional though no less personal rule over the spir-
itual world, and by His living access therefore as living
Saviour to living souls. The eternal person of Christ is
King of the unseen world which permeates the things
that are seen. While another section still finds the
real point of contact between Christ and the age in His
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teaching more even than His presence or example. They
find the near, vital, and relevant influence to lie in the
teaching of Jesus and its flexible actuality for the time.
It is the principles of Jesus that the age needs, they say.
The age can no longer believe in His living person as
being very relevant to its exigencies. His work on the
cross, they say, is a fine and typical martyrdom, but it is
not the condition, the foundation, or the vital principle of
the new soul. It may contain the moral principle of ac-
tion in so far as that is sacrifice, but it is not the vital
principle of a new spiritual creation. The character of
Jesus is as splendid and influential as we should expect
from One who crowned life with a death so tragic and
noble, but it is still a heroic and remote ideal for today.
And it is the insight of the teaching of Jesus in which He
was so far ahead of His own time as to be for all time.
It is the teaching which penetrates to the real sympathies
and needs of the age. It is the teaching that is the most
precious and permanent legacy from Christ to the world.
Itis there, and not from a theological cross, that He really
tells upon the human soul and human society. Itis there
that we hear of the Kingdom of God, and there that we
learn of that love, sympathy, and pity which is the true
health of the soul, and the true cement of souls into a so-
ciety. No gospel (they say) is of first value for today
unless it be human. And it is in the teaching of Jesus
that we find the real humanity of His message—the teach-
ing, coupled with whatever deeds of mercy may survive
a modern criticism of the miracles. Of course, of the
teaching also we can only take what criticism leaves.
Well, but is it not a wonderful thing that if His teach-
ing was His great legacy He wrote nothing, He dictated
nothing, He took no means whatever for having any
authoritative version of it ready to survive Him. Soc-

" rates, to be sure, wrote nothing; but then Socrates did

not found a society, or contemplate a line of disciples
throughout history as trustees of the Kingdom of God.







