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VERACITY, REALITY, AND REGENERAT!ON

ISHOP GORE complains that the huge perils in front

of the Church of England are due to a refusal in recent
years, and among all classes, movements, and offices, to
think clearly about principles. ¥e would welcome Dis-
establishment as forcing the Church to consider its first
principles, But his remark applies to lands where there is
no Established Church, and applies as much or more. It is
a vice of the Church everywhere, and quite conspicuous in
the Protestantism whose special charge a spiritual thorough-
ness and mental veracity is supposed to be. It is not casy
to see what is to shake to its senses sections of the Church
which never have been cstablished, and to do for them
what Disestablishment may do for Anglicanism, It is part
of the general blurring of the featurcs of truth in a nimbus

of pious impressionism, or in a mist of social sympathy

which impairs the individual conscience,

Other effects of this frame of mind are apparent in the
type of preaching which pervades the pulpits of the hour.
The preachers were never more able, and the sermons were
never morce interesting. And yet they do not win the public ;
or it is more than they can often do to hold it when won. The
lack is penetrative power and inner moral passion. It fills one
with a sense of waste to mark the able men whose ability is only

running at half speed for the lack of a power to seize them, to
13
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unite and vivify all that is in them, to bring it out and get it
home. It is doubtful if anywhere so much ability is going to
seed as in the pulpit, if so much toil, ingenuity, intelligence,
and feeling are being wasted anywhere as in the thousands of
sermons that go to their drawers as to their last cradle and
long home, week by week, to haunt as feckless ghosts the
preacher’s soul. Hence the restlessness that is observable
in the ministry in various quarters, the sense of ineffective-
ness, the desire to try a new soil with the same seed, in the
hope that the Spirit may at last reward the cifort and bring
back His sheaves with Him,

But it is not a change of sphere that is required most.
That may but foment the unquiet, or else become the soul’s
narcotie. It is a change of note that is needed, and a change
that no new place can bring. If the lack is power, the cause
of the lack is the absence of a definite, positive, and com-
manding creed which holds us far more than we hold it, holds
us by the conscience, founds and feeds us on the eternal reality,
and, before we can do anything with it, does everything with us.
Every Church and every preacher is bound to run down with-
out such a creed, and no amount of humane sympathy or
vivid interests can avert the decline. In every direction, the
Church is suffering from the inability to know its own spiritual
mind, or to strike a stream from its own rock, and from its
indisposition to {ace the situation or its impotence to fathom
it. For a generation now we have been preaching that experi-
ence is the great thing, and not creed ; till we are losing the
creed that alone can produce an experience higher than the
vagaries of idiosynerasy, or the nuances of temperament, or the
tradition of a group, or the spirit of the age. The older preachers
complain that by their education they were sct afloat alone on
a wide, wide sea of thought and question, without the pole
that alone can adjust their compass or lay their course. They
were not started with the modernized dogmatie foundation

‘that could enable them to carry their age, and so they were.

carried by it.  In various seminaries the dogmatic was either
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antiquated, amiable, or absent. Tt is cruel to the preachers,
and it is fatal to the Church, The ministry becomes more
restless, and missions break down in our hands. And all
through the lack of power from the highest or of footing in
the abyss—all because of the lack of a positive, fixing, ruling
pelief, with its train of security and blessing, most effectual
often where most indirect. The surest and securest have
often won no right to be either. The current claptrap against
theology is only an advertisement of the lack in religion
of that passion of spiritual radicalism and mental veracity
which will settle nowhere but at the very roots of things,
and must draw its strength from the last realities of the soul’s
intelligent life. The result of the defect is a vague sense of
insecurity as to foundations and an insidious dubiety which,
unconsciously to the preacher, conveys itself to his flock,
and generates a malaise that nobody can explain. There
is too much judicious detachment and an absence of that
passion and conviction which the preacher should utter,
whether he is weleome or not to a people blinded by the god
of the period, and whether they will hear or forbear. Ie
may be too anxious about the impression he makes, and too
careless about the sound source of impression—too little the
agent of a scarching truth that makes him by comparison
indifferent to the cheers.

A positive, creative, and controlling belief of ultimates,
a ruling and resting theology, drawn from the nether springs,
is the goal and the seal of spiritual veracity, of that lucidity
of soul which, though searching, is not sad but strong. It is
not a thing that comes easily or swiftly ; and it is readily
underprized in a day which is the day of the young, and of
all the crudity that that connotes, But it has the staying
power, and it can guide, temper, dignify, and command.
Thesc are powers that the Church needs and the ministry
much craves. But the laity are little interested in such truth,
often will not have it. They are still too much the belated
victims of a revolt against it which at the upper end of







