Technology@

Welcome to “ITS Technology Tips,” where we bring you some useful information about the technology
here at Loyola and effective ways to use the technology. Remember to visit the weekly Tech Tips Blog
for the latest tips and the Technology Tips Archive, to find all Tech Tips in PDF format, categorized for
easy access.

Discover Websites with Stumble Upon

The concept of Web browsing has been taken to a whole new level with the social website, Stumble
Upon. The most common method of finding new information on the Web is to search for specific items
in a search engine such as Google or Ask.com. Stumble Upon enables users to “channel surf” to
discover websites, videos, pictures and more based on their interests. By clicking on a button in your
browser’s Stumble Upon toolbar, you will be randomly directed to websites that adhere to the interests
you specify. With Stumble Upon, you can tag webpages as well as rate sites the sites you visit with a
“thumbs up” or “thumbs down,” which will indicate whether or not you would like to see the site again
when you “Stumble.” You can also store your Favorites online, share sites with friends and meet people
with similar interests.

How to Get Started

When you visit the Stumble Upon website you will be prompted to set up an account, which entails
providing your email address and selecting a user name. Once you sign up you will need to select some
of your interests then install the Stumble Upon toolbar in Firefox or Internet Explorer. You can login to
Stumble Upon from any computer to access your account. Keep in mind that you will need to install
the toolbar on every computer you use to access all of the features.
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Once you install the toolbar, you can simply click the Stumble button to start channel surfing.
Remember to assign the sites you like with a “thumbs up” to save them to your Favorites. You may
also add sites you like that are not listed yet on Stumble Upon by clicking on the “thumbs up”” button
when you visit the site. If you are the discoverer of a website, you will be prompted to tag the site
based on a category topic so other users will find the site in a Stumble search. You can also review and
recommend the sites you visit. Even if you are not interested in the social networking aspect of Stumble
Upon, “stumbling” from site to site is a great way to unearth resources you may have never found
otherwise.

Similar Social Bookmarking Websites

del.icio.us is one of the most popular social bookmarking tools that allows you to save websites you
find interesting, describe them with keywords, and share them with other users.

Furl, another social bookmarking site, allows you to save copies of original web pages so you'll always
have them, even if the site gets taken down.

That’s our technology tip for this week. Please drop us a line at Training@Iuc.edu to let us know what
you think or to send us topic ideas for future technology tips. If you'd like to go back to our archive of
technology tips, please visit us on the Web at http://www.luc.edu/its/techtips.shtml.
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