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Toil, Tour, Triumph

By: Tiffany Jaspers

I must admit, I bought a Hong Kong
travel guide in early September as moti-
vation to do well in arbitration class.

The day before the “rough” draft of our
memorandum was due, [ read about
Victoria Peak, the highest point on
Hong Kong Island. The next deadline
found me reading about outdoor escala-
tors. 'Throughout practices the next se-
mester, I read about everything from a
giant Buddha statue to Stanlev Strect
Market to a light show of Hong Kong’s
skyline to the Portuguese architecture in
nearby Macau. I even learned how to say
“thank vou” in Cantonese with some
help  from my

en route lo vee the Buddha

Of all the experiences

Vis Moot Teams
Tim Brennan Vienna
Christina Cotter Vienna
Beata Guzik Hong Kong

By: Jonathan Robilotto

Of all the experiences that Pve had in my
law school carcer, traveling to and com-
peting in Vienna, along with over 1,400

Josh Heffernan

Hong Kong

students from more than 200 law schools
from all over the world, stands out as

easily the most enjovable and most

memorable experience of my three yvear

law school career.

Tiffany Jaspers Hong Kong
Hsiang Lum Hong Kong
Jonathan Robilotto  Vienna
Katie Staba Hong Kong
Terri Stough Vienna

Yuree Whang

Hong Kong

Jean Laviolette

Tutor

Beata Guzik and Yuree Whang

teammates. In the beginning, 1 rook the arbi-
tration course hoping for a free trip to Hong
Kong. T realized that I would have to work
hard along the way. What I didn’t realize was
that the practices and competition themselves
would be so rewarding. (continued on page §)

We definitely spent more
time at the competition than

away from it—hy choice.

Vienna itself, not surprisingly, was amazing.
Staying in the heart of the city enabled us to be
immersed in the culture for the week. The
Easter Market — a week-long event set up right
in front of our hotel — was a welcome occa-
sional respite from the stress of the competi-
tion. Relaxing while sipping a local Griner
Veltliner and watching the Viennese people
shop for mtricately painted Easter eges 1s an
experience I won’t soon forget. Likewise,
touring the incomparable Schénbrunn Palace
and climbing to the top of St. Stephen’s Cathe-
dral makes the lengthy list of highlights from
the week.

The true reward of being a Maver Brown Vis
Moot Fellow, however, was the unique oppor-
tunity to meet people from every corner of the
world.

(continned on page §)




Lessons in Gratitude

Before our team had even arrived in Vi-
enna, I can confidently say that we had
mastered the art of contract formation
‘under the United Nations Convention on
Contracts for the International Sale of
Goods. However, there were some les-
sons that could not be learned until we
had actually participated in the competi-
tion and interacted with the other teams. Personally,
my experience at the competiion taught me just
how much I take for granted.

Coming from Chicago, it was really eve-opening to
compete against students at the moot whose first
language was not Linglish. In fact, English was not
even a second or third language for some teams, vet
they were able to overcome this seemingly daunting
obstacle. These students successfully wrote 30-page
briefs in English surrounding the intricacies of inter-
national commercial arbitration, and argued against
native-English speakers with confidence and ease. It
was very Inspiring to compete against them.

Fyven more inspiring were the teams at the moot
that did not have coaches or sponsors to support
them. Truthfully, it seemed impossible (o me that a
team could successfully make it to Vienna without

By: Christina Cotter

the support that we were fortunate enough to have. Our
coach was an expert in the applicable area of law, and was
always willing to provide feedback and to participate in
our practices. We also had donors to support our travel
overseas and to provide accommodations in Vienna,
which were conveniently located near the site of the com-
petition. In contrast, some of the teams that we met were
unable to stay in the city
due to their financial
situation, and instead
lodged in the city’s out-
skirts and took the train
in to compete. Other
teams that we encountered came without a coach to assess
their performance and assist with legal questions. It must
have taken real determination to make the trip to Vienna
without the guidance that we had received.

| left the moot feeling
grateful to be in the
position | was.

Owerall, 1 left the moot fecling grateful to be in the posi-
tion ['was. Being in Vienna taught me that for all of the
hard work I had done, there were others who had to put
in even more just to get where I had started. No doubt our
team worked extremely hard, but there are certain chal-
lenges that we did not have to face, thanks to the support
of our coach and our donors. This opportunity was really
a once 1n a lifetime chance to learn not just about interna-
tional law, but also about how far hard work and determi-
nation can take you.

Slow Boat to China
By: Joshua Heffernan

Having spent five years living in China ptior to law
school, the opportunity to return to Hong Kong for
the Vis East Moot seemed like a dream. Weeks
before we boarded a plane for a flight longer than
any sentient being should be forced to endure, T had
already envisioned the entire trip in my head. There
would be drinks with old friends, dim sum in Kow-
loon, maybe even a day at the races, with a bit of
oral argument thrown in for good measure. While
drinks and dim sum were consumed, (un fortunately
the races conflicted with the banquet) my expecta-
tions for the trip proved incomplete.

In particular, I was unprepared for the caliber of
international practitioners and scholars sitting on
the arbitral panels. During the course of the week
the Lovola team argued in front of a US Federal
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Josh and Team

Coach, Jobn Calloun

Court Judge, the heads of
China practice for three
prominent global law firms,
two heavily cited professors
and scholars of commercial

and a former
chairman of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators.
any student considering the practice of commercial arbi-
tration, the people who heard us argue (and often ap-
proached us to chat over a drink at the moot-affiliated
social events) represent a veritable Who's Who of people
you want to know. For muyself, I took away from the
moot wonderful memories, a deeper understanding of

arbitration,

For

arbitration advocacy, and a summer associate position in
the Hong Kong office of one of my arbitrators.







