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Questions You May Be Asked During Interviews
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Skills & Strengths
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Past Work Experience
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Work Style
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Employer/Market Specific
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Public Interest/Government Specific
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Judge Specific
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Questions From A Law Firm Hiring Partner

Guide for Students

(#
EXAMPLES OF PROBING INTERVIEW QUESTIONS:

Interest Level
1. Why are you interested in our Firm?
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2. Why are you interested in Washington? Do you have any ties to this community?
$ : - ?
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. What can I tell you about the firm?
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. Tell me something about yourself.
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. Why did you go to law school?

. Why did you go to Loyola?

Do you think your grades are a good indication of what kind of lawyer you’ll be?
&

Where else are you interviewing?

What is your favorite interview question & why & how do you answer it?

10. What is your least favorite interview question & why & how do you answer it?

Judgment/Problem-solving

1.

Tell me about a situation from your job last summer that required you to exercise
judgment.

. In law school, how do you approach a problem for which there appears to be no

definitive answer?

. Assume you are a first-year associate with this firm. How would you handle a

situation in which the partner is unavailable, and the client needs an immediate
answer to a question.

. Assume you are asked by two partners to complete two different assignments, but

you only have time enough to complete one. What would you do? :
t 1
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. Tell me about your last big mistake. How did you handle it?

What is your biggest weakness?
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7. What do you like least about law school?
Motivation

1. How do you balance your academic obligations and (some other responsibility
gleaned from resume, e.g., law journal, part-time work, volunteer work)?

2. Have you been on a committee or had a work-related situation in which you
were asked to accomplish a task with insufficient guidance? How did you
proceed? 7 1

1

3. All of us have had times in our lives in which we felt unmotivated, or
encountered problems which seemed insurmountable. Describe such a
situation and explain how you dealt with it.
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4. Tell me about a situation in which your personal obligations and
business/school commitments conflicted. How did you resolve the conflict?

Leadership
1. What attributes do you have that would instill client confidence?

2. When you are in a team/group/committee setting, how often are you chosen to
be a leader? Why? Are there times when you choose not to lead? Why?

3. Describe a situation in which you acted as a leader that was particularly
satisfying to you.

4. Tell me about your role with (some extracurricular activity selected from
resume). :



Interpersonal Skills
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Tell me about a time when you worked as part of a team. What is your
favorite part about teamwork? Least favorite part?

What do you do when you know you need help or more expertise?

Have you had a person who acted as a mentor at some point in your life? Tell
me about him/her.
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What skills do you believe that you have that would contribute to a team
effort?

Why do people like working with you? Why might people not like to work
with you?

Tell me about a time when you were in a pressure situation. Why do you think
this situation arose? What, in hindsight, were you most dissatisfied with about

your performance? What do you wish you had done differently?

Tell me about a task you accomplished as a member of a group which you
now believe you could have handled better alone.

Law school, especially the first year, can be extremely stressful. How do/did
you deal with the stress?

When disappointment or failure occurs in your life, what do you do?
Describe an event in your life that has had a major impact on you.
How do you help others who are in crisis or under stress?

What is your favorite non-law-related activity?
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If you had an extra hour in the day, what would you do with it (working or
studying is not permitted)?



Ability to Work Independently/Goal Direction

1. Have you ever undertaken something just to prove to yourself or others that
you could do it?

2. What non-law-related goals do you have that you would like to accomplish in
the next few years?
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3. Which law school courses have you enjoyed most, and why? Which have you
least enjoyed?

4. What part of law school is most challenging for you?
5. Which of your accomplishments are you most proud of? Why?

6. If you don’t get a job with our Firm, what will you do?
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Closing Question: It looks like our time is up. Do you have any other questions?
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