Q: How do | update federal/state statutes by using the PRINT versions of the statutes?

It's actually pretty easy to update the statutes by using the print version. However, you should
use the annotated unofficial version to update the statutes in print because they are kept

current with frequent supplements. Check the following table to determine which statute set
you should use and where it is located in the Loyola Law Library.
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First, check the main volume that contains the title and section or chapter and
section of the statute you are updating. By looking at the copyright date in the
front of the volume or on the spine, you can tell how current the volume is.

Second, check to see if there is a bound supplement or pocket part for that
volume. The official versions usually only have annual supplements, but the
unofficial have annual supplements or pocket parts for each volume. This is as
current as the official print versions of both Federal and lllinois statutes go, so use
the unofficial version and proceed to the next steps to gather more recent
information.

Third, and Fourth, each unofficial version of the statutes has its own unique
arrangement designed to provide updates for the statutes. The pamphlets
usually are found at the end of the set and note on the front cover exactly what
dates and Public Acts or Public Laws are covered by the pamphlet. These sets
also provide tables that allow you to check quickly to see whether your particular
statutory section has been affected by any of the Acts or Laws in that pamphlet.
Check for a particular Public Act or Public Law, or check the tables for your
particular statutory section.

The final fourth step should bring you to within a month of the current date,
provided you have all of the most recent volumes available to you on the shelf. If
you are uncertain that you have the most recent pamphlets available for a set,
check on Pegasus (the online catalog) or ask the Reference Librarian on duty for
assistance.



