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Introductions

1. Name
2. School 
3. Position Title
4. Your favorite part about teaching ELLs? OR Share one piece of good news!







WIDA 
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Instructional

Design and 

Assessment

https://www.wida.us/

https://www.wida.us/
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ACCESS Scores

-The tests are given in reading, writing, speaking, and 
listening. 

-ACCESS tests are given yearly 

-The scores can help teachers estimate their incoming 
students learning levels. 



3 Versions of ACCESS

Tier A,B,C

Each grade has each A, B, and C Tier level so that the test will be based on age 
appropriateness AND the academic level of the student taking the test. 

Use the ACCESS scores from last year to determine which test to give the ELL 
student the following year. This is usually determined by the ELL coordinator.



Three Tiers of ACCESS 
used with permission from Dr. Davin

Give careful consideration to Tier placement. For placement into the appropriate Tier, English 
learners must meet at least ONE of the criteria listed for the Tier.
Tier A
•EL who has entered the U.S. this academic year without previous instruction in English
•EL who recently tested on the W-APT and scored below a 2.0.
Tier B
•EL who has social language proficiency and some, but not extensive academic language 
proficiency.
•EL who has acquired some literacy in English but has not reached grade level literacy.
Tier C
•EL who has almost reached grade level literacy and academic language proficiency in core 
content areas.
•EL who will most likely meet the exit criteria for ESOL support services by the end of the 
academic year.
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Current ELL Policy

- English Language Proficient vs. English Language Learners
- A student must obtain an overall composite proficiency level of 5.0 as well as a reading 

proficiency level of 4.2 and a writing proficiency of 4.2 on the ACCESS for ELLs to be 

considered English Language proficient. Students who meet or exceed these proficiency 

levels may be transitioned from the TBE/TPI programs as allowed under Part 228 of the 
Illinois Administrative Code.  

*Any student who does not obtain these results is considered an ELL and should 
remain in a TBE/TPI program. Any student who “graduates” must be monitored 
for two years.



Can Do Descriptors

-Can Do Descriptors help teachers effectively teach their varying levels of ELL 
students 

- It takes ELL students approximately 4-8 years to catch up to their native-English 
peers

-*Similar to native English students learning to read and write, ELLs go through a 
similar process learning both English and learning the grade level curriculum



Can Do Descriptor



Application time!

Directions:

Use the given ACCESS scores to graph the students’ proficiency levels.   



Assessments

-There are three different types of EL assessments-

1. Oral Language (Listening and Speaking)
2. Reading
3. Writing



Creating assessments

1. Decide which CCSS you will be assessing

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.1.2

Write informative/explanatory texts in which they name a topic, supply some 
facts about the topic, and provide some sense of closure. 

2. Match it to the correct language domain and language proficiency level

Form simple sentences using word/phrase banks

Give content-based information using visuals or graphics



Creating Assessments, con’t

3. Scaffold an assessment which you previously created or create a new one 
which has built in language supports at the student’s language proficiency level.

**Make sure you are only assessing what you intend and not “extra” elements



Application!

 Design as assessment in one domain!  Think of a student in your own 
classroom, the content you are covering, and the level you presume they would 
be at.



Oral Language (Speaking and Listening)- debate about a topic in Scholastic 
News, compare the weather in original home city to Chicago, make a prediction 
using a comic strip, have them orally retell a story you told them

Reading- use a fluency passage at their level and answer questions, DIBELS, 
running record (fluency +errors)

Writing- write about a familiar science topic (metamorphosis, space, etc.) using 
pictures/word bank as a guide 



Conclusion

- Remember Can Do Descriptors and what the student is capable of 
completing

- Use Can Dos to help scaffold ELLs learning
- Create assessments to match ELs current levels help fairly assess ELs 

progress
- Create comprehensive portfolios which teachers can build all year to show 

each EL student’s yearly progress 




