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Moving to Chicago 

Understanding the challenges of transitioning to civilian life and moving to another city, we’ve 

developed this moving guide to answer some questions that you might have about living in The 

Windy City.  Here are some basic facts about Chicago: 

 Chicago is designed on a grid pattern with Madison and State streets downtown as the 

central point on the grid.  These two streets are numbered zero (0) on city maps and street 

signs.  Each block moving away from the center is one hundred (100).  On most city 

maps and street signs, you will see the street name followed by a number, i.e. W Arthur 

Street 6500 N.  These numbers tell you how many blocks away the street is from either 

State Street, if it’s an east-west street or Madison Street, if it’s a north-south street.   

 The city is comprised of over 200 distinct and diverse neighborhoods.   

 Moving permits are not required to move to Chicago.  However, if you own a car, you 

will be required to purchase a city sticker and many neighborhoods have residential 

parking permits as well.  

 Chicago is well accessible through the public transportation system.  Both campuses and 

many city attractions can be accessed through public transportation.  

 Depending on when you move, weather can be a big issue.  The winters can be brutal at 

times, that includes high winds and heavy snowfall.  The summers can be hot and humid.  

The average monthly temperatures (in degrees Fahrenheit) are listed below, and the 

information was obtained from www.weather.com: 

 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

High High High High High High High High High High High High 

32 38 47 59 70 80 84 83 76 64 49 37 

Low Low Low Low Low Low Low Low Low Low Low Low 

18 24 32 42 51 61 66 65 57 46 35 24 

 

These are only average temperatures. It is very common to have days in July or August that are 

in the high 90’s or even low 100’s, and days in January or February that are below zero.  Please 

prepare for the cold windy Chicago winters. This includes snow boots, thick waterproof coats, 

thick gloves and socks, and apparel to protect your face and neck. Frostbite can form on exposed 

skin very quickly on our colder days.  

http://www.weather.com/
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Getting Around 

Driving & Parking in Chicago 

Because of the robust and extensive public transportation system, many find that having a 

car in the city is not necessary.  However, if you have a car, there are some things that you need 

to know to avoid tickets.  First, all drivers in the city must purchase a city sticker, regardless of 

where your vehicle is registered.  You have 30 days from the day you move to Chicago to 

purchase and display a Chicago City Vehicle sticker.  Failure to do so can result in a minimum 

$200.00 ticket and additional fees. The cost of your city sticker depends on your vehicle type. If 

you are purchasing a city sticker mid-year, be sure to take your new lease to avoid late fees.  

In addition to the city sticker, many neighborhoods have residential zoned parking.  Residential 

zoned parking is usually an additional $25.00.  Visit any city clerk’s office or approved 

community partner vendor to purchase your city sticker.  For more information, please visit: 

www.chicityclerk.com 

There are a number of red light and speed cameras in the city of Chicago.  Be sure to 

abide by the posted speed limit signs and obey all traffic laws to prevent ticketing.  Unpaid 

traffic tickets will result in your vehicle being immobilized (booted) by the city of Chicago.  

Your car will be immobilized if you are have three (3) or more unpaid parking or red-light 

speeding tickets.  Your car will also be immobilized if you have two (2) unpaid parking or red-

light speeding tickets that are older than one year.  Once booted, you will be assessed a $60.00 

boot fee per passenger vehicle.  After 24 hours of immobilization, your vehicle will be towed, 

and you will be assessed an additional $150.00 tow fee plus $20.00 per day storage fee.  After 

five days, the storage fee increases to $35.00 per day.  You can pay tickets online and/or search 

your vehicle’s ticket status online at www.parkingtickets.cityofchicago.org. 

Most non-residential street parking within the city limits requires a parking fee.  Black 

parking pay stations are located on each block.  These pay stations will outline the costs for that 

area and the maximum amount of hours that you can purchase at a given time.  Costs typically 

range from $2.00-$6.50 per hour, depending on your location. Most of these pay stations only 

receive coins and credit cards for payment remission.  Once your payment has been received, 

you will receive a receipt to be posted in your front mirror. The receipt will show the expiration 

time of your receipt.  You can be ticketed if your car remains parked after that time.  For more 

information, please visit www.chicagometers.com.  You can use the ParkChicago™ App and 

website to extend your parking time remotely, using your smartphone or tablet.  The app is 

available for both Apple and Android devices.   

Many main arterial roads are considered snow routes.  From October 1st to April 1st, 

overnight parking is banned on these roads, even if no snow has fallen.  Parking during daytime 

hours is prohibited when snow accumulates to 2 inches or more.  

http://www.chicityclerk.com/
http://www.parkingtickets.cityofchicago.org/
http://www.chicagometers.com/
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Understanding the Traffic  

The highways in and around Chicago are often referred to by their name as opposed to 

their number and direction.   When listening to traffic reports, you will hear the terms “inbound” 

and “outbound.”  Inbound refers to heading into the city or downtown, while outbound refers to 

heading outside the city or traveling from downtown.  Other terms you will hear in traffic reports 

includes the Junction and the Circle: 

 

 The Junction is located on the northwest side of the city, where I-90 (Kennedy 

Expressway) & I-94 (Edens Expressway) meet or separate, depending on your direction 

of travel.  The closest exit to the Junction is Montrose Avenue.  When listening to travel 

reports, you may hear the Junction and Montrose used interchangeably.   

 The Circle is located just west of downtown, where the I-290 (Eisenhower Expressway), 

I-94 (Dan Ryan Expressway), and I-94 (Kennedy Expressway) meet.  When listening to 

travel reports, you may hear the Circle and Downtown used interchangeably.   

 

The following is a cross-reference between interstate numbers and expressway names in the 

Chicago area: 

 I-90 and I-94 merge as you enter the city from both the north and south.  When driving 

on this expressway in the city, you will signs for both I-90 and I-94.  Depending on 

where you are in the city, the name of this expressway may be different. 

o The Edens Expressway: Portion of I-94 north of the Junction. When traveling 

north, the Edens will take you through the northern suburbs to Wisconsin.  When 

listening to travel reports, travel times are given between Lake Cook Road and the 

Junction (Montrose). When traveling south, the Edens merges into the Kennedy at 

the Junction.   

o The Kennedy Expressway: Portion of I-90/I-94 that runs through the city, from 

O’Hare Airport, through the Junction, and Circle. When listening to travel reports, 

travel times are given between O’Hare airport and the Circle (Downtown) and 

between the Junction (Montrose Ave) and the Circle (Downtown).  Once I-55 is 

passed, the Kennedy is renamed to the Dan Ryan Expressway. 

o The Dan Ryan Expressway: Portion of I-90/I-94 that runs through the southside of 

the city.  The Dan Ryan provides access to I-90 (Chicago Skyway), the tollway to 

Indiana.  The Dan Ryan has express lanes that run in both directions between 31st 

and 67th streets.  When listening to travel reports, travel times are given between 

95th Street and the Circle (Downtown). Once the I-57 expressway is passed, the 

Dan Ryan is renamed the Bishop Ford Freeway.   

o The Bishop Ford Freeway: Portion of the I-94 that runs through the far southeast 

side of the city and provides access to many far south suburbs.  When listening to 

travel reports, travel times are given between I-80 and the Dan Ryan. 
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 Eisenhower Expressway (The Ike): Portion of I-290 that runs east/west from the Circle 

the Tri-State Tollway.  When listening to travel reports, travel times are given between 

Thorndale Avenue (before the split with Veterans Memorial Tollway) and the Circle 

(Downtown).  

 The Stevenson Expressway: Portion of I-55 that provides access to the Midway Airport 

and merges into Lake Shore Drive.  When listening to travel reports, travel times are 

given between the Tri-State Tollway and the Circle (Downtown). 

 Lake Shore Drive: Technically Highway US 41, Lake Shore Drive (LSD) runs the length 

of the city along Lake Michigan.  When traveling on the southside, Lake Shore Drive 

may also be called South Shore Drive.  When listening to travel reports, travel times are 

given between Hollywood, the northern border, and Balbo (downtown).  Southern end 

travel times may also be given between Marquette Avenue (Jackson Park area) and 

Monroe (Grant Park area).   

Chicago’s Highway Map 
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Public Transportation 

Chicago is extremely accessible by public transportation.  The most common ways to get 

around are the CTA busses and CTA railway system (aka the “EL”).   

 

CTA Buses 

CTA runs buses (routes 1 to 206) and elevated/subway trains serving the city and 35 

nearby suburbs.  Most routes run daily through late evening, every 10 to 20 minutes.  All 

scheduled routes have timetables. All stops are announced on the buses, and all buses have bike 

racks.  Abbreviated Sunday schedules are used on the following holidays: New Year’s Day, 

Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving, and Christmas.  Always check the 

destination sign; not all buses travel to the end of the line. Also, a few routes have branches. 

Buses stop about every two blocks at posted signs, which give basic route and service 

information. The Owl symbol indicates all-night service (Owl service runs every 30 minutes).  

The full bus fare is $2.00.  You can track bus arrivals and departures online at 

www.ctabustracker.com.  

 

CTA “EL” 

The CTA has 8 rail lines.  Each rail line has a color name.  All lines run daily, except the 

Purple Line Express to Downtown.  Trains run about every 7 to 10 minutes, and every 10 to 15 

minutes in later evenings. There are free connections between all rail lines.  Signs on stations 

indicate rail routes and destinations.  Trains are marked with front and side signs indicating 

destination. Rail maps are posted in all rail cars. Stops and connections are announced.  The full 

“L” train fare is $2.25.  You can track bus arrivals and departures online at 

www.transitchicago.com/traintracker. 

 Red Line: (Howard-Dan Ryan) runs north-south from Howard Street, which separates 

Chicago and Evanston in the north, to 95th Street on the south side, along the Dan Ryan 

Expressway (90/94).  This is a 24 hour train. 

 Blue Line: (Congress/Douglas/O’Hare) runs from O’Hare Airport southeast to 

downtown, then goes to the west/southwest on two separate lines.  This is a 24 hour train. 

 Green Line: (Harlem/Lake) runs west from downtown to the suburb of Oak Park and 

south from downtown to 63rd Street.  This train stops running late in the evening. 

 Brown Line: (Ravenswood) circles downtown (The Loop) and then goes north and 

northwest to Kimball and Lawrence.  Certain legs of the train stop running late at night. 

 Orange Line: also circles downtown and goes southwest to Midway Airport.  This is a 

24 hour train. 

 Purple Line: (Evanston Expressway) also circles downtown and follows the same route 

on the north side as the Red Line, but makes fewer stops and goes further into Evanston.  

This train has limited weekly hours and no weekend service. 

 Yellow Line: (Skokie Swift) connects the suburb of Skokie with the Red and Purple 

Lines at Howard.  This line has limited weekly hours and no weekend service. 

http://www.ctabustracker.com/
http://www.transitchicago.com/traintracker
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Loyola’s Lakeshore campus is located off the Loyola stop on the Red Line.  The Water 

Tower Campus is located off the Chicago/State stop on the Red Line.  Full time students are 

provided with a U-Pass which is activated during each semester.  The U-Pass allows you to ride 

the CTA buses and rail system without having to pay the fare.  It is a one-time fee which will be 

added your bill each semester.  Lost or stolen U-Passes can be replaced for $50.00.  Students that 

are not enrolled full-time can purchase Ventra Cards at vending machines at most stations.  You 

can also purchase cards in advance at www.ventrachicago.com.  

 Both the O’Hare and Midway Airports are accessible by the CTA. Riders can take the 

Blue Line to O’Hare, and the Orange Line to Midway.  Please allow additional travel time when 

commuting to the airports.  Both the Blue and Orange Lines tend to be congested and can travel 

slowly.  

 

PACE 

The CTA system is supplemented by other commuting systems, including PACE buses 

and Metra trains.  PACE runs buses throughout the suburbs (routes 208 and above), and many 

routes connect with CTA. Major routes run daily through mid-evening, every 30 to 60 minutes.  

Regular fare for PACE buses is $1.75, and Ventra Cards are accepted for Pace Buses.   

 

METRA 

METRA runs 11 suburban commuter train lines from several downtown Chicago 

terminals. Rush hour service is frequent; otherwise every 1 to 2 hours.  Ticket prices are 

determined on a sliding scale, depending on your pick-up and drop-off location.  Metra offers 

weekend, 10-Ride, and monthly passes at a reduced fare. For more information, please visit 

www.metrarail.com.  The U-Pass does not apply for METRA fares.  

 

Airports 

 O’Hare International Airport (ORD) is the largest airport in Chicago and is located 17 

miles northwest of the loop in Forest Park and serves all major airlines.  It is at the end of 

the blue line on the “EL.”  Address: 10000 W O'Hare Ave, Chicago, IL 60666 

 

 Chicago Midway International Airport (MDW) is Illinois’s second busiest airport. 

Situated just ten miles south-west of downtown Chicago, Midway Airport can easily be 

reached in less than 30 minutes using the Chicago Transit Authority (CTA) Orange Line 

buses, regional buses, or downtown and suburban shuttles. Chicago Midway Airport is 

also easily accessible by car, with extensive short- and long-term parking available, and 

the Midway Airport parking garage offering direct access to the airport’s terminal 

building. Address: 5700 S Cicero Ave Chicago, IL 60638 

 

 

http://www.ventrachicago.com/
http://www.metrarail.com/
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CTA Train Map 

 
 

Source: Chicago Transit Authority 
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Metra Rail Map 

 
Source: Metra Rail 
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Understanding the City 

Chicago is comprised of hundreds of neighborhoods, each with distinct features and 

characteristics.  

Chicago Neighborhood Map 

 
Source: Wikimedia- 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b3/Chicago_neighborhoods_map.png 
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Chicago Neighborhoods near the Lake Shore Campus 

 
Source: LUCID Realty 

 

Rogers Park 

Rogers Park is the northernmost neighborhood in Chicago.  It is the home of the Lake Shore 

Campus.  Rogers Park is one of the most diverse communities in the city that includes a mix of 

ethnic backgrounds, religions, languages, ages, and income.  Many Loyola students call this 

neighborhood home.  Rogers Park is accessible by the CTA Red Line and buses.  The lake fronts 

and small beaches in Rogers Park offer a great place to relax during the summer months.   

Zip Code: 60626; 60645 

 

Chicago Apartment Finders Average Rent 

for Rogers Park 

Studio 1 BR 2 BR 3BR 

$750 $975 $1,275 $1,600 
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Edgewater  

Edgewater is south of Rogers Park and located on shores of Lake Michigan- with 16 beaches!  It 

is the home of the Lake Shore Campus.  Edgewater is ethnically diverse and provides some of 

the city’s cherished African and Asian restaurants.  Home to the Bryn Mawr Historical district, 

Edgewater has a lot of diverse shopping and entertainment opportunities.  Edgewater is 

accessible by the CTA Red Line and buses.  Zip Codes: 60660; 60640 

 

Chicago Apartment Finders Average Rent 

for Edgewater 

Studio 1 BR 2 BR 3BR 

$825 $1,125 $1,600 $2,000 

 

Uptown / Andersonville 

Uptown is located south of Edgewater.  Because it has fewer shops and restaurants, it is less 

congested than other Northside neighborhoods.  Uptown contains small, unique concert venues.  

Home of some of largest beaches, Uptown offers a lot of family-friendly activities.  It is 

accessibly by the CTA Red Line and buses.   Zip Code: 60640; 606013 

 

Chicago Apartment Finders Average Rent 

for Uptown & Andersonville 

Studio 1 BR 2 BR 3BR 

$875 $1,115 $1,600 $2,150 

 

Lakeview 

Lakeview is home to the historic Wrigley Field, home of the Chicago Cubs.  Residents tend to be 

college students, post-college aged and young professionals.  Lakeview offers many shops, 

restaurants, clubs and bars.  Congested with people and cars, parking can be difficult to find.  

Lakeview is accessible by multiple CTA trains and buses.  Zip Code: 60613; 60657 

 

Chicago Apartment Finders Average Rent 

for Lakeview 

Studio 1 BR 2 BR 3BR 

$1,025 $1,350 $2,200 $2,600 
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Lincoln Park 

Named for the 1000-acre city park that makes up the neighborhood’s eastern border, Lincoln 

Park is one of Chicago’s best known and most populated neighborhoods.  Home to the Lincoln 

Park Zoo and some of the city’s best options of nightlife, with a magnitude of bars, clubs, and 

restaurants.  Lincoln Park is accessible by the CTA trains and buses.  Zip Code: 60614 

 

Chicago Apartment Finders Average Rent 

for Lincoln Park 

Studio 1 BR 2 BR 3BR 

$1,200 $1,525 $2,400 $2,950 

 

West Ridge/ West Rogers Park 

Located slightly inland from Rogers Park proper, West Rogers Park offers many of the same 

conveniences of Rogers Park.  The Devon Avenue strip is a shopping and culinary favorites from 

India, Pakistan, Israel, Russia, and more.  West Rogers Park is accessible by CTA buses only.   

Zip Code: 60645 

 

Chicago Apartment Finders Average Rent 

for West Rogers Park 

Studio 1 BR 2 BR 3BR 

$580 $748 $1,064 $1,386 

 

Lincoln Square 

Lincoln Square has German-American roots, and is home to premier restaurants and boutiques.  

It is home to Davis Theater and Old Town School of Folk Music.  Since the neighborhood is 

home to many parks and trails, Lincoln Square is home to many active families.  Lincoln Square 

is accessible by Metra Trains, CTA Brown Line and buses.  Zip Code: 60625 

 

Chicago Apartment Finders Average Rent 

for Lincoln Square 

Studio 1 BR 2 BR 3BR 

$611 $856 $1,208 $1,625 
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North Center 

Home to many city parks, North Center is a neighborhood of choice of families with active 

children.  North Center offers limited nightlife activities than other Northside neighborhoods.  

North Center is accessible by CTA trains and buses.  North Center is accessible by CTA buses 

only.  Zip Code: 60618 

 

Chicago Apartment Finders Average Rent 

for North Center 

Studio 1 BR 2 BR 3BR 

$925 $1,150 $1,550 $2,075 

 

 

Parking Near the Lake Shore Campus 

The Lake Shore Campus has two main parking garages and a small parking lot.  Both the Main 

Parking Structure and the Fordham Garage cost $7.00 per day to utilize.  The lots close at 

2:00AM, and no overnight parking is allowed.  Commuters can pay by cash, credit cards, and 

Rambler Bucks.  Students can also purchase a vehicle permit to utilize the parking lots 

throughout the academic year.  For more information, please contact Campus Transportation at 

773.508.7036. 
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Chicago Neighborhoods near the Water Tower Campus 

 
Source: LUCID Realty 

 

The Near North Side, Loop, Near South Side, and Near West Side make up downtown Chicago.   

The Gold Coast, Old Town, Goose Island, Cabrini Green, River North, and Streeterville make up 

the Near North Side.  Home to world class retail and high fashion boutiques, these 

neighborhoods offer prestigious and luxurious living.  

 

Neighborhoods of the Near North Side 
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The Gold Coast 

Inspired by Starbucks Gold Coast coffee blend, this neighborhood is known for its high-end 

luxorous living.  Home to the Water Tower Campus, the John Hancock Center, and the world-

famous Magnificent Mile, there is much to do in the Gold Coast.  The Gold Coast is accessible 

by CTA trains and buses.  Zip Code: 60610; 60611 

 

Chicago Apartment Finders Average Rent 

for The Gold Coast 

Studio 1 BR 2 BR 3BR 

$1,350 $1,950 $3,100 $4,050 

 

Old Town 

Nestled between Lincoln Park and The Gold Coast, you will find one of Chicago’s oldest and 

historic neighborhoods- Old Town.  While minutes from Downtown, Old Town has a peaceful 

vibe and offers an impressive list of activities, including the Chicago History Museum, the 

historic Moody Church, Steppenwolf Theater, and the legendary Second City Comedy Club.  

Old Town is accessibly by the CTA Brown and Purple Line Trains as well as CTA buses.  Zip 

Code: 60610 

 

Chicago Apartment Finders Average Rent 

for Old Town 

Studio 1 BR 2 BR 3BR 

$1,400 $1,950 $3,100 $4,100 

 

Cabrini Green 

Cabrini Green is a neighborhood filled with a rich history.  Once home of one of the most 

infamous public housing projects in the country, Cabrini Green is now a prime residential 

location.  Cabrini Green is accessible by CTA trains and buses.  Zip Code: 60610 

 

Realtor.Com Average Rent for Cabrini Green 

Studio 1 BR 2 BR 3BR 

$1,000 $1,450 $2,500 $3,600 
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River North  

River North is the art-mecca of Chicago.  It houses many studios and art galleries, including the 

famous Merchandise Mart, an upscale home decoration and interior design mall.  River North 

also offers a lively nightlife with its trendy nightclubs and restaurants.  River North is accessible 

by CTA trains and buses as well as Metra Trains. Zip Code: 60606; 60610 

 

Chicago Apartment Finders Average Rent 

for River North 

Studio 1 BR 2 BR 3BR 

$1,550 $2,075 $3,250 $4,050 

 

Streeterville 

Streeterville is a small neighborhood along Lake Michigan, the Chicago River, and the 

Magnificent Mile.  Convenient to the downtown business district, and other landmarks, including 

the Chicago Shakespeare Theater and Museum of Contemporary Art, residents of Streeterville 

enjoy access to everything that the city has to offer. Zip Code: 60611 

 

Chicago Apartment Finders Average Rent 

for Streeterville 

Studio 1 BR 2 BR 3BR 

$1,525 $2,050 $3,000 $4,100 

 

The Loop 

Named for the circle around the city’s business district made by the elevated train system, the 

Loop is home to many of the buildings that make up the Chicago skyline, including Willis 

Towers, Chicago Board of Trade, the School of the Art Institute of Chicago, Grant Park and 

Millennium Park. A distinct feature of renting in The Loop is the availability of short-term 

housing, summer housing, and fully-furnished apartments.  Since most apartments here are really 

expensive, many building offer additional amenities including laundry, fitness center, etc. Zip 

Code: 60601; 60602; 60603; 60604; 60605; 60606; 60607; 60661 

 

Chicago Apartment Finders Average Rent 

for The Loop 

Studio 1 BR 2 BR 3BR 

$1,525 $2,050 $3,250 $4,100 
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South Loop 

The South Loop or the Near South Side is a culturally diverse and home to some of city’s most 

historic attractions, including Printers Row, Museum Campus, McCormick Place, and Soldier 

Field.  Convenient to Lake Michigan, shopping and restaurants, residents of South Loop are 

either in walking or biking distance to everything offered downtown.  The South Loop is 

accessible by CTA trains and buses.  Zip Codes: 60605; 60607; 60608; 60616 

 

Chicago Apartment Finders Average Rent 

for South Loop (Near South Side) 

Studio 1 BR 2 BR 3BR 

$1,400 $1,850 $2,350 $3,250 

 

West Loop 

Just west of downtown, the West Loop is a culturally and economically diverse neighborhood, 

with a large number of artists.  Home to the United Center, host of the Chicago Bulls and 

Blackhawks and Maxwell Street Market, there is a lot to do in West Loop.  West Loop is also 

home to the city’s Greek Town area.  Zip Code: 60607 

 

Chicago Apartment Finders Average Rent 

for West Loop 

Studio 1 BR 2 BR 3BR 

$1,350 $1,850 $2,650 $3,250 
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Parking Near the Water Tower Campus 

The University does not have parking structure near the Water Tower Campus.  However, the 

University has developed relationships with these nearby parking structures to provide reduced 

parking to Loyola students: 

 

 One West Superior ~ 1 West Superior Street, Chicago, IL (enter on State St)  

Tickets must be validated at 25 E. Pearson using the middle validation machine.  

Time Restrictions: Enter between 8:01am-10:00am. Exit by 7:00pm 

Loyola Validation: Up to 12 Hours 

Price: $12.00 

Exclusions: There is a $100.00 fee for lost tickets 

 

 Standard Parking Fordham Garage ~ 25 E Superior, Chicago, IL (enter on Huron) 

Tickets must be validated at 25 E. Pearson using the middle validation machine.  

Time Restrictions: Must exit lot by 10:00pm. 

Loyola Validation: Up to 12 Hours 

Price: $12.00 

Exclusions: There is a $100.00 fee for lost tickets 

 

 The Chicagoan~ 750 N Rush, Chicago, IL  

Tickets must be validated at 25 E. Pearson using the middle labeled “The Chicagoan”  

Time Restrictions: Monday- Thursdays only.  Enter after 3:00pm.  Exit before 11:00pm.  

Price: $8.25 

Exclusions: There is a $100.00 fee for lost tickets.  Credit cards only. Standard rates apply on 

Fridays.  

 

 900 N Michigan Self-Park ~ 900 N Michigan Ave, Chicago, IL (enter on Walton or Rush) 

Pick up green validation ticket at 25 E Pearson.   

Time Restrictions: Monday- Friday: Enter after 3:00pm.  Exit before 2:00am. Saturdays: 

Enter after 7:00am.  Exit after 6:00pm.    

Price: $6.00 

Exclusions: Standard rates apply on Sundays.  

 

 CPS Parking ~ 540 N State St, Chicago, IL (enter on corner of State and Ohio) 

Tickets must be validated by the attendant at 25 E Pearson desk.  

Time Restrictions: Up to 12 Hours; between 7:00am and midnight.     

Price: $10.00 

Exclusions: There is a $38.00 fee for lost tickets.  
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 Interpark Parking ~ 100 W Chestnut, Chicago, IL  

Tickets must be validated at 25 E Pearson using the validation machine.  

Time Restrictions: Up to 12 Hours.  

Price: $8.00 

Exclusions: None 

 

 Standard Parking- Pearson ~ 111 E Chestnut, Chicago, IL (enter on Pearson) 

Ticket must be validated at 25 E Pearson using the validation machine, or at the front desk of 

Lewis Towers.  

Time Restrictions: Monday-Friday: Enter after 10:00am. Exit before 7:00pm.  Monday-

Friday: Enter after 4:00pm. Exit before 2:00am.  

Price: $12.00- Daytime Validation; $9.00- Evening Validation 

Exclusions: Standard rates apply on weekends. There is a $100.00 fee for lost tickets.  

 

 Standard Parking- Chestnut ~ 1 E Delaware, Chicago, IL (enter on Chestnut) 

Ticket must be validated at 25 E Pearson using the validation machine.  

Time Restrictions: Up to 6 Hours 

Price: $10.00 

Exclusions: There is a $100.00 fee for lost tickets.  
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Neighborhoods near the Health Sciences Campus 

 

 
Source: Google Maps 

Maywood, IL 

Maywood is a small suburban community, home to the Stritch School of Medicine and located 

15 miles west of downtown Chicago (20-40 min drive depending on the time of day).  With the 

forest preserve and Des Plaines River so close, there is plenty of outdoor hiking and picnicking 

areas.  Maywood is accessible by the Eisenhower Expressway (I-290) and has 2 commuter stops 

along Metra’s Union Pacific West Line.  Zip Code: 60153.  

 

MyApartmentMap.com Average Rent for 

Maywood 

Studio 1 BR 2 BR 3BR 

$ $ $1,025 $1,425 

 

Broadview 

Broadview is a village located 12 miles west of Downtown Chicago along the Eisenhower 

Expressway.  Broadview is accessible by CTA buses and is situated at the end of the CTA blue 

line.  Zip Code: 60155. 

 

MyApartmentMap.com Average Rent for 

Broadview 

Studio 1 BR 2 BR 3BR 

$635 $765 $1,070 $1,300 
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Bellwood 

Bellwood is a suburb of Chicago 12 miles west of the downtown loop.  It is a 13 min drive from 

O’Hare International Airport and is accessible by the Metra line. CTA busses service Bellwood 

and the green line is a quick bus ride or Metra ride away. 

Zip Code: 60104. 

 

MyApartmentMap.com Average Rent for 

Bellwood 

Studio 1 BR 2 BR 3BR 

$ $750 $950 $ 

 

Melrose Park 

Melrose Park is a large suburb of Chicago and is 13 miles from downtown.  Melrose Park offers 

its residents a large selection of celebrations and festivals throughout the year.  It is accessible by 

bus and the Metra Rail.  Zip Codes: 60160, 60160, 60164. 

 

MyApartmentMap.com Average Rent for 

Bellwood 

Studio 1 BR 2 BR 3BR 

$508 $687 $950 $ 

 

Forest Park 

Forest Park is a town located in the western suburbs of Chicago, only 10 miles from 

downtown.  It offers its residents a small town feel but with big city amenities and 

accessibility.  Forest Park offers easy access to CTA busses and trains as it is at the end of the 

blue line.  Zip Code: 60130. 

 

MyApartmentMap.com Average Rent for 

Bellwood 

Studio 1 BR 2 BR 3BR 

$950 $1,027 $1,901 $2,275 
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River Forest 

River Forest is a town located 11 miles west of downtown Chicago.  River Forest is accessible 

by CTA buses and is at the end of the green line. 

Zip Code: 60305. 

MyApartmentMap.com Average Rent for 

Bellwood 

Studio 1 BR 2 BR 3BR 

$ $975 $1,392 $ 

 

Oak Park 

Oak Park is a large town directly adjacent to Chicago’s West Side and is 9 miles from 

downtown.  Oak Park is known for its architectural heritage and diverse population.  It is home 

to the famous architect Frank Lloyd Wright’s home and studio.  Oak Park offers many modes of 

public transportation: CTA and PACE buses, both green and blue trains, and the Metra Union 

Pacific West Line.  Zip Codes: 60301, 60302, 60303, 60304. 

 

MyApartmentMap.com Average Rent for 

Oak Park 

Studio 1 BR 2 BR 3BR 

$887 $1,102 $1,516 $1,913 

 

 

Parking near the Health Sciences Campus 

There are several parking lots for visitors to the Health Sciences Campus.  Parking is free for the 

first 30 minutes and $5.00 for an additional length of time.  Valet parking is available for $6.00.  
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Apartment Searching 

Finding the perfect apartment can take lots of time and research.  You will need to contact 

landlords or management companies, visit apartments, and determine the cost of utilities.   

 

Research Apartments 

If you begin plan to rent an apartment in August for the fall semester, you may want to begin 

your apartment search as early as May. If you are searching for an apartment for January, you 

may want to begin your apartment search by November.   

 

Check these sources for apartment listings: 

 Chicago Apartment Finders- www.chicagoapartmentfinders.com 

 The Apartment People- www.apartmentpeople.com/chicago 

 Domu- www.domu.com 

 At Properties- www.atproperties.com 

 Zillow- www.zillow.com 

 Chicago Reader Classified Section- http://classifieds.chicagoreader.com/ 

 Craigslist Chicago Housing- http://chicago.craigslist.org/search/apa 

 

Determine What You Value 

There are other factors when determining to rent an apartment than just the monthly rent.  Does 

the unit require a deposit?  Is heat included in the rent?  Are laundry facilities on the premises?  

If you drive a car, you should ask about the availability of street parking or rented parking in the 

area. If you don’t drive, you should ask about the proximity to the CTA.  Below is a sample 

criterion apartment ranking sheet for you to use when narrowing your apartment options.  

 

Sample Criteria Your Ranking 

Monthly Rent Amount  

Security Deposit/Move-In Fee  

Location: Near School  

Location: Near Work  

Location: Near CTA  

Easy Street Parking  

Laundry Facilities  

Safety  

Utilities Included  

In-Unit Washer/Dryer  

Noise Level  

 

 

http://www.chicagoapartmentfinders.com/
http://www.apartmentpeople.com/chicago
http://www.domu.com/
http://www.atproperties.com/
http://www.zillow.com/
http://classifieds.chicagoreader.com/
http://chicago.craigslist.org/search/apa
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Glossary of Terms 

Lease: A legal document that serves as a contract between you and the landlord.  You each have 

rights and responsibilities that are established by the city in which the apartment is located.  At 

minimum, the lease should list the dates of occupancy (usually one year), who is to live there, 

what the tenant (you) is responsible for, such as heat, electricity and telephone, the amount of 

rent and security deposit, as well as any restrictions, such as whether you can have a pet.  In 

general, the landlord is responsible for general maintenance of the common areas (hallways, 

entryways) and anything that breaks or stops working in your apartment (broken windows, stove 

stops working, sink is clogged).  You are responsible for cleaning the apartment and such things 

as light bulbs and batteries for the smoke detectors.  A copy of Chicago’s’ municipal code can be 

obtained from city hall if you wish to review the specific rights and responsibilities of the 

landlord and the tenant.  These laws vary outside of Chicago, so you’ll need to ask those cities 

about their landlord/tenant laws.  Loyola’s Office of Off-Campus Living is available to review 

your lease or answer any questions about moving into an apartment before you sign the lease.  

 

Security Deposit: An additional sum of money that covers any damage or cleaning expenses 

once you move out; if there is no damage, you will get all back once you move out) 

 

Early Termination: when the tenant moves out before the lease is up.  If you break the lease 

you there may be a termination fee or you can be sued by the landlord for the remainder of the 

rent plus other fees.   

 

Sublease: finding someone else to move in under the terms of your lease.  It may be possible to 

arrange to sublease your apartment through your landlord if you decide to move out early or 

study abroad for a semester.  However, the landlord is not obligated to do so.  It is important to 

know the terms of subletting and early termination of the lease before signing the lease. 

 

Studio/Efficiency apartments: For one person.  Usually one large room plus a bathroom and 

kitchen (can be full or partial) facilities.  Sometimes the kitchen will be separate or there may be 

an alcove for a bed.  Usually room for a futon, small table or desk and a dresser.  Sizes vary 

greatly depending upon the area and the building. 

 

Convertible apartment: small apartment that usually has an alcove or other space that can be 

blocked off with a screen or divider. Bigger than a studio, smaller than a one bedroom. 

 

*Important note about heating your apartment: Be sure to check out what kind of heat is offered 

in the apartment.  Although it may be very warm when you are apartment hunting, Chicago will 

get very cold ad how your apartment is heated will become important to you.  There are several 

options for heat: radiator- paid for by the landlord, uses steam (which puts moisture in the air), 

very warm, often difficult to regulate; electric or gas- paid for by the tenant and can be very 
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expensive, depending on how warm you like your apartment.  Older buildings have radiator heat.  

If you have to pay for your own heat, ask the landlord to tell you the average cost per month and 

show you a bill if possible.  

 

Many apartment buildings do not have elevators, so be sure to check this out if the stairs are 

difficult for you.  Most elevated buildings will have a charge for moving in and out along with 

specific move times. 

 

Most, but not all, apartment buildings have laundry facilities in a basement or other room on 

site.  Usually a wash costs up to $2.00 (in quarters) and a dry from $0.25 to $1.00.  If there isn’t 

a washer and dryer on site, find out where the nearest Laundromat is and imagine yourself 

travelling that distance every time you need to wash clothes. 

 

Some apartments will have a building manager who works on-site.  The manager takes care of 

maintenance and complaints.  Others are owner-occupied (the owner/landlord lives in the 

building).  Still others have neither, and you will have to call the landlord or manager when you 

have a problem. 

 

A garden apartment is on the lower level, usually half below ground like a basement, but with 

windows.  These tend to be cheaper, but also are not as safe, as the windows are very accessible.  

If you choose to live in one, make sure there are security bars on all the windows, or ask the 

landlord to install them prior to moving in. 

 

When you find an apartment you want, the landlord may want to do a credit check (a check of 

your credit, including where you lived before, to see if you have paid rent on time and in full in 

the past).  Credit checks cost around $25.00 and you are generally responsible for the cost. 

 

Once you have been offered a lease and sign it you will most likely also have to give the landlord 

the first month’s rent plus the security deposit.  The security deposit typically is equal to one 

month’s rent and may be up to two months.  Your security deposit and first month’s rent is 

usually due when you sign the lease.  It is important to ask if your security deposit is refundable 

if you decide to move out at the end of your lease.  One way to guarantee the return of your 

security deposit is to take pictures of your apartment after you move your furniture out and do 

the cleaning.  This way if the landlord tries to say you damaged or left your apartment dirty, you 

can prove you didn’t. If a security deposit is not required, you may be required to pay a move-in 

fee.  Move-in fees can range from $100.00 to $500.00.  Move-in fees are typically not refundable 

after the lease ends.  
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Pet security deposits are typically required in buildings that accept pets in addition to regular 

deposits.  Some buildings may also have an extra fee each month along with your rent for cats 

and dogs. 

 

Rehab: short for rehabilitated.  Usually an older building that has been gutted and remodeled in 

recent years.  Also referred to as remodeled. 

 

Vintage: means an older, beautiful building that has been rehabbed (but not necessarily).  Often 

means that the rent is higher. 

 

Two-Flat: A building with two apartments in it.  These, as well as three-flats, are very common 

in Chicago. 

 

Be aware that apartments may not actually be as described in the ad.  When looking at on-line 

sites, don’t trust ads without pictures. 

 

Common Abbreviations 

1 BR/2BR/3BR  one, two or three bedrooms 

ww cpt   wall to wall carpet 

hdwd flrs  hardwood floors 

nr L   near El (elevated train/subway trains) 

nr trans  near transportation (usually means El or buses) 

DR   dining room 

bath   bathroom 

ht   heat 

elec   electricity 

1BA/2BA  one bathroom/2 bathrooms 

frpl/wbfp  fireplace/wood burning fireplace 

balc   balcony 

cking gas  cooking gas 

appls   appliances 

rm   room 

CA   central air (air conditioning) 

bsmt   basement 

refs req  references required 

kit   kitchen 

lndry   laundry 

gdn apt   garden apartment 

inc   included 

sec dep   security deposit 
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W/D   washer/dryer 

lv msg   leave message 

avail   available 

 

 

Here is an example of how classified advertisement in the newspaper might look: 

 

Logan Square 2BR, sep DR, hdwd flrs, nr L, $850 + sec dep.  

Pkg avail. Avail immed. Call 123-5678  . 

 

Translation: Logan Square (a northwest side neighborhood) two bedroom apartment with a 

separate dining room and hardwood floors, near the elevated/subway train.  $850 a month plus 

security deposit (most likely the same as the monthly rent, though you would need to ask).  

Parking available (for an additional fee).  Unit is available immediately.   

 

Activating Utilities 

Once you move-in to your new place, be sure to activate your utilities.  Verify with your landlord 

if you need both gas and electricity.  Some units only require electricity.  You will also need 

verify which provides can be used for cable and internet service.   

 

To transfer gas into your name, contact People’s Gas at 866.556.6001 or visit 

www.peoplesgasdelivery.com. 

 

To transfer electricity into your name, contact ComEd at 800.334.7661 or visit 

www.comed.com.  

 

Comcast, RCN, AT&T and Dish are the main cable and internet providers in the Chicagoland 

area.  Depending on what is available in your area, you should contact each provider to 

determine plans and pricing.  

 

Rental Insurance 

Rental insurance provides reimbursement if your apartment is vandalized or damaged.  Most 

insurance policies includes liability coverage and personal property coverage.  Liability coverage 

protects you if someone were to get hurt in your apartment.  Personal property coverage provides 

protection for furniture, clothing, appliances, etc.  Check with your insurance company or 

banking institution to see if it offers rental insurance.  

http://www.peoplesgasdelivery.com/
http://www.comed.com/
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Recreational Activities in Chicago 

Festivals 

 Kids and Kites Festival (Cricket Hill, Lincoln Park, May) 

Taste of Chicago (Grant Park, ten days from late June to early-July) 

Blues Festival (Grant Park, June) 

Chicago Gospel Festival (Grant Park, June) 

Jammin’ at the Zoo (Lincoln Park Zoo, June) 

Chicago SummerDance Festival (Grant Park, late June to mid-September) 

 Chicago Folk and Roots Festival (Wells Park, July) 

 Venetian Night (Navy Pier, July) 

 Chicago Air and Water Show (North Avenue Beach, August) 

 Rock the River (Wacker and Michigan along the Chicago River, August) 

 Jazz Festival (Grant Park, Labor Day Weekend) 

 Around the Coyote Art Festival (Wicker Park, September) 

 World Music Festival Chicago (Chicago Cultural Center, September) 

 Maxwell Street Market (South Loop, Year-round) 

 

Museums 

 The Art Institute of Chicago- 111 S. Michigan Avenue (Downtown Chicago) 

 Museum of Contemporary Art- 220 E. Chicago Avenue (Downtown Chicago) 

 The Field Museum of Natural History- 1400 S. Lake Shore Drive (Museum Campus) 

 The Museum of Science and Industry- 5700 S. Lake Shore Drive (Hyde Park) 

 Adler Planetarium- 1300 S. Lake Shore Drive (Museum Campus) 

 Shedd Aquarium and Oceanarium- 1200 S. Lake Shore Drive (Museum Campus) 

 Terra Museum of Art- 666 N. Michigan Avenue (Downtown Chicago) 

 Chicago Historical Society- 1601 N. Clark Street (Lincoln Park) 

 Chicago Cultural Center- 78 E. Washington Street (Downtown Chicago) 

 Smart Museum of Art – 5550 S. Greenwood (Hyde Park) 

 

Sports 

 The Chicago Bears (Soldier Field, Museum Campus, Professional Football) 

 The Chicago Bulls (The United Center, West Town, Professional Basketball) 

 The Chicago Blackhawks (The United Center, West Town, Professional Hockey) 

 The Chicago Cubs (Wrigley Field, Lakeview, Professional Baseball) 

 The Chicago WhiteSox (US Cellular Field, Pilsen, Professional Baseball) 

 The Chicago Fire (Toyota Park, Bedford Park, Professional Soccer) 

 

Theatres 

Briar Street Theatre (Blue Man Group)- 3133 N Halsted Street (Lakeview)  

Chicago Shakespeare Theater- 800 E. Grand Avenue (Downtown) 



 

30 

 

Improv Olymic (Improvisation)- 1501 N Kingbury (Goose Island) 

 Piper’s Alley (Tony ‘n’ Tina’s Wedding) – 230 W. North Avenue (Old Town) 

Second City (Comedy/Improvisation) – 1616 N. Wells (Lincoln Park) 

 Schubert Theatre (Hubbard Street Dance Chicago)- 22 W. Monroe Avenue (Downtown) 

Steppenwolf Theatre (Gary Sinise, John Malkovich)- 1650 N. Halsted Street (Old Town) 

 The Chicago Theatre- 175 N. State Street (Downtown Chicago) 

 

Other Attractions 

Navy Pier- 600 E. Grand Avenue (Streeterville), 3,300ft pier with entertainment, 

shopping, dining, cruises, and events, featuring the Chicago Children’s Museum, IMAX 

theatre, summer fireworks display on Wednesday and Sunday evenings.  

Chicago Botanical Gardens- 1000 Lake Cook Road (Glencoe, IL- northern Suburb) 

Morton Arboretum- 4100 IL 53 (Lisle, IL- western suburb) 

Lincoln Park Zoo- 2001 N. Clark Street (Lincoln Park) 

Brookfield Zoo- 8400 W. 31st Street (Brookfield, IL -western suburb) 

Garfield Park Conservatory- 300 N. Central Park Avenue (Garfield Park) 

Ravinia Festival- 200 Ravinia Park Road (Highland Park- northern suburb) summer 

concerts 

 

Dining 

Chicago has a vast variety of local and ethnic food. Chicago is famous for its pizza, hot dogs, 

polish sausages, and Italian beef. The city has cuisines from countless ethnic origins, including 

Indian, Mexican, Italian, Moroccan, and Egyptian food. Explore the websites listed below for 

more information about Chicago restaurants: 

 www.chicago.metromix.com/restaurants 

 www.zagat.com/chicago 

 www.urbanspoon.com/c/2/Chicago-restaurants.html 

 

Nightlife 

Chicago has a vibrant nightlife and has numerous music venues. For more information please 

visit the websites listed below. 

 www.choosechicago.com 

 www.chicagotraveler.com/chicago 

 www.chicago.metromix.com/bars-and-clubs 

 

http://www.chicago.metromix.com/restaurants
http://www.zagat.com/chicago
http://www.urbanspoon.com/c/2/Chicago-restaurants.html
http://www.choosechicago.com/
http://www.chicagotraveler.com/chicago
http://www.chicago.metromix.com/bars-and-clubs
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Other Resources 

 

Child Care near the Lake Shore Campus 

ABC & Me Toddler Center ~ 1108 W. Lawrence Ave, Chicago, IL 60640 ~ 773-561-6411 

El Ruisenor Day Care ~ 7463 N. Ridge Blvd, Chicago, IL 60645~ 773.262.1884 

Lake Shore Schools ~ 5611 N. Clark St, Chicago, IL 60660 ~ 773-561-6707  

Little Kiddies Daycare Center ~ 1503 W. Devon Ave, Chicago, IL 60660 ~ 773-465-7702 

Ravenswood Community Childcare Center ~ 4908 N. Damen Ave, Chicago, IL 60625 ~ 773-

271-4495 

Tender Learning Care ~ 6531 N Rockwell St, Chicago, IL 60645 ~ 773.330.5829 

Zoey’s Home Daycare ~ 5619 N Artesian, Chicago, IL 60659 ~ 773.275.1729 

 

Child Care near the Water Tower Campus 

American Child Care ~ 445 E. Ohio St, Chicago, IL 60611 ~ 312-644-7300 

Bright Horizons at the Atrium ~ 300 W. Hill St, Chicago, IL 60610 ~ 312-266-2020 

Cornerstone Children’s Learning Center ~ 111 N. Wells, Chicago, IL 60610 ~ 708-465-1026 

Early Learning Foundations Preschool ~ 1455 N. Clark St, Chicago, IL 60607 ~ 312-787-9021 

University Children’s Center ~ 446 E Ontario St, Chicago, IL 60611 ~ 312-867-7056 

 

Child Care near the Health Sciences Campus 

ABC Toon Town II Educational Center ~ 208 Harrison St, Oak Park, IL 60304 ~ 708.848.0701 

Oak Park & River Forest Day Nursery ~ 1139 Randolph St, Oak Park, IL 60302 ~ 708.383.8211 

Small World Learning Center ~ 9750 Grand Ave ~ Franklin Park, IL 60131 ~ 847-455-1234 

 

Places of Worship near the Lake Shore Campus 

Madonna della Strada Chapel (on campus) 

St. Gertrude Catholic Parish ~ 1420 W. Granville Ave, Chicago, IL 60660 ~773-764-3621 

St. Ignatius Church ~ 6559 N. Glenwood Ave, Chicago, IL 60626 ~ 773-764-5936 

Rogers Park Baptist Church ~ 1900 W. Greenleaf Ave, Chicago, IL 60626 ~ 773-743-2200 

Congregation Or Chadash ~ 5959 N. Sheridan Rd, Chicago, IL 60660 ~ 773-271-2148 

 

Places of Worship near the Water Tower Campus 

Assumption Catholic Church ~ 323 W. Illinois St, Chicago, IL 60654 ~ 312-644-0036 

Fourth Presbyterian Church ~ 126 E. Chestnut St, Chicago, IL 60611 ~ 312-787-4570 

St. James Episcopal Cathedral ~ 65 E. Huron St, Chicago, IL 60611 ~ 312-787-7360 

Hermon Baptist Church ~ 1754 N. Clark St, Chicago, IL 60614 ~ 312-664-2416 

Chicago Loop Synagogue ~ 16 S. Clark St, Chicago, IL 60603 ~ 312-346-7370 
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Places of Worship near the Health Sciences Campus 

Christian Life Center ~ 2337 N. Mannheim Rd, Melrose Park, IL 60164 ~ 847-288-0520 

Faith Baptist Church ~ 2359 Scott St, Melrose Park, IL 60164 ~ 847-455-0535 

Mannheim Baptist Church ~ 10459 Grand Ave, Melrose Park, IL 60164 ~ 847-455-4440 

New Life Community Church ~ 2001 W. Division St, Chicago, IL 60160 ~ 708-681-2946 

Christ Lutheran Church ~ 1100 W. Division St, Melrose Park, IL 60160 ~ 708-343-5212 

Sacred Heart Church ~ 819 N. 16th Ave, Melrose Park, IL 60160~ 708-344-0757 

 


