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AOS:  Continental Philosophy (especially Heidegger and Derrida) 


German Idealism (especially Kant and Hegel) 

AOC:  Ancient Philosophy, Philosophy of Mind, and Aesthetics

Dissertation:  Confrontations with Death:  Hegel and Heidegger 
(Committee: Adriaan Peperzak,  Thomas Sheehan, Ardis Collins, Andrew Cutrofello)
I understand continental philosophy through the lens of the relation between Kant and Hegel.  In keeping with this reading of continental philosophy my dissertation examines the role of death in Hegel and Heidegger.  I argue that Heidegger�s Being and Time can best be read as a Kantian document in which death plays a transcendental role with regard to Dasein�s temporality and spatiality.  Conversely, I argue that Hegel�s Phenomenology not only explicitly eschews transcendental argumentation, but that death is conditioned by community and history, which seeks to incorporate death within it.  I argue in the final chapter that Hegel�s subordination of death to history and community represents an important corrective to Heidegger�s transcendental account of death.  At the same time, however, Hegel�s totalizing tendencies need to be checked by a more pluralist conception of history and community.  I suggest that Foucault might point us in the right direction by arguing for the historicity of transcendental categories.

Education

Doctor of Philosophy, expected December 2000, Loyola University Chicago 


Master of Philosophy, November 1994, Institute for Christian Studies, Toronto



Specialization:  Philosophical Aesthetics



Master�s Thesis:  Soliciting the Decisions of Philosophy:  An Exposition of  


�Plato�s Pharmacy� by Jacques Derrida 



(Committee:  Rodolphe Gasché, James Olthuis, Calvin Seerveld) 


Bachelor of Theology, May 1992, Ozark Christian College, Joplin, Missouri




Major:  Rhetoric; Minor: Greek and Hebrew
Honors, Fellowships, and Awards


Assistant Editor, The Owl of Minerva, 2000-2001.

Rome Fellowship, 1999-2000.


Arthur J. Schmitt Dissertation Fellowship, 1999-2000.


University Teaching Fellowship,  1998-1999.

Assistant Editorship, The Owl of Minerva, 1997-1998.

Graduate Assistantship, Loyola University Chicago, 1995-1997.


Highest Honors, Master�s Thesis, Institute for Christian Studies, 1994.


Research Assistantship, Institute for Christian Studies, 1992-1994.


President�s Scholarship, Ozark Christian College, 1987-1992.


Trustee�s Scholarship, Ozark Christian College, 1987-1992

Journal Publications

�The Satisfaction of Reason: The  Mathematical/Dynamical Distinction in the Critique of 
 Pure Reason,� Kantian Review 3, 1999: 64-80.


�Kant and the Antigone:  The Possibility of Conflicting Duties,� International 


 Philosophical Quarterly 39, 1999: 455-66.

Published Proceedings


�Border Disputes:  Philosophy and Interdisciplinarity,� in Shifting Borders, Negotiating  Places, Anthony Ellis and Rachel Poulsen, eds. (West Lafayette: Purdue University/Bor- dighera, Inc., 2001).

�Lacan avec Beavis & Butt-head,� in Situating the Comedy: Celebrating 50 Years of  American Situation Comedy, 1947-1997, Angela Davis, ed. (Los Angeles: Sage Publica- tions, forthcoming).

Book Reviews

�Review:  Being and the Between, and Perplexity and Ultimacy by William Desmond,� 

 American Catholic Philosophical Quarterly 72, 1998:  130-133.

Conference Presentations

�Intersubjectivity and Death in Hegel�s Phenomenology of Spirit,� Presented at the 
 Society for Philosophy in the Contemporary World Fifth Annual Conference 

 Intersubjectivity: Self, Other and Lifeworld, Estes Park, CO, August 10, 1998.

 
�Displacing Hegel:  Derrida�s Asymptotic Relation to Hegel,� Presented at the Mid- 
  South Philosophy Conference, University of Memphis, February 28, 1998.


�Commentary: �Woman has no mirror wherewith to become woman:  Irigaray on 

 Feminine Subjectivity,�� Presented at the Mid-South Philosophy Conference, University 
 of Memphis, February 28, 1998.
�Lacan avec Beavis & Butt-head,� Presented at Situating the Comedy: Celebrating 50  Years of American Situation Comedy, 1947-1997, Bowling Green State University,  September 26, 1997.

�Phenomenology and Science,�  Presented at the Mid-South Philosophy Conference, 
 University of Memphis, February 28, 1997.


�The Subversion of Rhetoric:  Text and subtext in Plato�s Gorgias,� Presented at the 
  Derrida Symposium, Toronto, April 11, 1994.

Reading Languages


German, French, Italian, Greek, Hebrew
Teaching Experience 


Philosophy of Human Nature:  An introduction to philosophy using the texts of Plato, Aristotle, Descartes, Kant, Nietzsche, Foucault, and Bartky (Phil 120).


Philosophy of Mind:  A discussion of contemporary attempts to solve the problem of consciousness using the texts of Churchland, Dennett, Flanagan, Nagel, Jackson, Kripke, among others (Phil 276).


Ethics:  An exploration of the history of ethical theory using the texts of Aristotle, Spinoza, Kant, Mill, Nietzsche, and Levinas (Phil 281).


Social and Political Philosophy:  A course devoted to an analysis of the best way to organize and achieve the good of society using the texts of Plato, Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau, Marx, Arendt, and Rawls (Phil 282).

Professional Experience


Assistant Editor, The Owl of Minerva, 2000-2001.

Coordinator, Rome Interdisciplinary Conference, 1999-2000.

President, Association of Graduate Students in Philosophy, 1998-1999.


Graduate Program Administrative Committee, 1998-1999.


Assistant Editorship, The Owl of Minerva, 1997-1998.


Hiring Committee, Institute for Christian Studies, 1993-1994.
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