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Dissertation:  Heidegger’s Retrieval of Aristotelian (((((:  On the Place of “the Bodily” in Heidegger’s Thought (Thomas Sheehan, director)
My dissertation aims at recovering a Heideggerian account of the bodily, an account almost completely missing in the secondary literature on this philosopher. We find the means for understanding the philosophical significance of the bodily in Heidegger’s thought in an early seminar from the summer of 1924—Grundbegriffe der aristotelischen Philosophie. In this seminar, the nature of the bodily is thematized in the context of Aristotelian “pathos.” By examining Heidegger’s radical retrieval and transformation of pathos, which ultimately leads to an understanding of Dasein as a kind of movement (kinēsis), we see how this concept underpins and informs several key concepts introduced in Being and Time. Specifically, the concepts of disposition, thrownness, historicalness, and temporality are all sustained by the transformed concept of pathos. Only in understanding this Heideggerian interpretation of pathos can we adequately grasp these key concepts as well as comprehend Heidegger’s unique contribution to the philosophical question of what it means to be bodily.
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