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November 13, 2001

Search Committee, 

Department of Philosophy, 

CSU, San Bernardino, 

5500 University Parkway, 

San Bernardino, CA 92407-2397

Dear Professor s:

I am writing in application for the position of assistant professor advertised in Jobs for Philosophers, Volume 151 (position #132). My training, qualifications and experience make me, I believe, a perfect candidate for this position. In addition, from my knowledge of Hiram College and of its programs, I think that I would find your department an ideal place to pursue my philosophical career. 

At the present time, I am a full time Visiting Instructor in the Philosophy Department at Northern Illinois University, and a Ph.D. candidate in the Philosophy Department at Loyola University of Chicago. I have completed the writing of my dissertation—“Before Theory and Practice: The Implication(s) of Desire and Knowledge in Plato’s Dialogues”—and am now scheduling my defense. After my defense, I will receive my degree in January 2002.

My research is oriented around a fundamental question of the relationship between knowledge and desire in ancient philosophy. In my dissertation, I argue that, within Plato’s dialogues, desire is a constitutive component of “knowledge”: Hence, there is no such thing as merely theoretical knowledge in the dialogues. In marked contrast to most modern conceptions, knowledge in the dialogues is understood as a unified theoretico-practical comportment. I have attempted to articulate the specificity of this notion of knowledge and to reveal its coherence, applicability, and “effectivity.” My work on my dissertation has led me to write a series of papers on Plato’s Phaedo, which I am currently transforming into a manuscript for publication. In addition, after my defense this fall, I will begin to revise my dissertation for publication.

My approach to the study of ancient philosophy is distinctive for several reasons. I have a strong background in nineteenth and twentieth century continental philosophy that influences the problems and questions which impel my study of ancient texts. Nonetheless, my interest is primarily with these texts themselves rather than with contemporary interpretations of them. I am highly proficient in the philological skills necessary for serious scholarly work on ancient texts, having worked with Greek and Latin texts in the original languages since my first year as an undergraduate. I am also proficient in French and German which allows me access to scholarship and contemporary continental texts. My interests and training in ancient philosophy have not solely focused on Plato. In addition to my work in ancient philosophy, I maintain interests in several areas of contemporary continental philosophy. More recently, as as a result of teaching a course at Norther Illinois, “Introduction to World Religions” I have begun to do work in ancient Indian and Chinese philosophy. In addition, at Loyola University I have done extensive coursework in continental philosophy focussing especially on phenomenology and on the relationship between twentieth-century continental philosophy and the history of philosophy. My work in ancient philosophy is deeply influenced by the problems and questions that twentieth century continental philosophy confronts. Beyond my areas of specialization, I have received broad training in the history of philosophy. At both St. John’s College, where I studied as an undergraduate, and at Loyola University of Chicago, emphasis is placed upon acquiring a solid grounding in the history of philosophy and a broad and historically informed conception of philosophy. In these environments, I have been able to develop competence in many different authors, stretching through many periods of the history of philosophy. The pluralism of Loyola’s philosophy department has also afforded me a broad exposure to and training in both analytic and continental approaches to the history of western philosophy. 

This broad grounding in the history of philosophy manifests itself in my undergraduate teaching. I remain deeply committed to a the ideals of a liberal arts education to which I was introduced at St. John’s College. At Loyola I was afforded ample opportunity to develop my teaching skills in an environment that allowed for interaction with students in small classes. Although I have taught at Loyola primarily courses which are required of all undergraduates, my student evaluations have been quite favorable, even though I make serious demands on the time and abilities of my students. The majority of my students seem to respond well to my courses and, I believe, develop an appreciation of the significance of philosophy within their education in the liberal arts. At Northern Illinois University I have had the opportunity to teach an upper level undergraduate course in Ancient Philosophy. This class was comprised primarily of philosophy majors and graduate students in Northern Illinois’ Master’s Program in Philosophy. In addition I have had the experience of teaching a variety of introductory philosophy courses, including  “Introduction to World Religions.”

In my courses, I strive to develop my students’ abilities to read philosophical texts closely  and to understand the theses and arguments of these texts, not merely as objects of historical curiosity, but rather as partners in living conversations in which students are already involved whether they have explicitly chosen to be or not. I emphasize writing as the primary means of evaluation, as, striving to help my students improve their ability to formulate their understanding of philosophical texts in clear and sophisticated prose. So far as is possible, I utilize discussion in my classes rather than lecture, considering it a more effective pedagogical technique. 

Enclosed please find a copy of my curriculum vitae, a dissertation abstract, a copy of my paper, “Body, Soul and Desire in Plato’s Phaedo,” and a copy of my teaching portfolio. A supporting dossier, including letters of recommendation and a graduate transcript, has been sent under separate cover from the Loyola University Career Center. 

I strongly hope that you will consider my application for this position. I am convinced that I could contribute much to your department and that I know that your department would contribute much to my own work. I am eager to hear from you and I thank you for your consideration. 





Sincerely,




Colin A. Anderson

