12 October 2003

Search Ancient Philosophy

University of Massachusetts, Dartmouth

C/o Lew Kam, Associate Dean

College of Arts & Sciences, Deans Office

285 Old Westport Road

North Dartmouth, MA 0247-2300

Dear Dr. Kam:

With this letter I would like both to express my intent to apply for the Position of Assistant Professor in Ancient Philosophy that has been announced in the current Jobs for Philosophers, Volume 160, position # 39, and to discuss my especial qualifications for and interest in the position. My education, particularly its emphasis in the History of Philosophy, my significant teaching experience, especially my commitment to undergraduate teaching as well as my success in teaching students general critical thinking skills, introductory philosophical themes, and traditional-historical ethical theory, and finally, my record of scholarship should, I believe, make me an ideal candidate for the position in Ancient Philosophy.

At the present time, I am a One-Year Visiting Professor in the Philosophy Department at Seattle University, and a Ph.D. candidate in the Philosophy Department at Loyola University of Chicago. I have recently completed the writing of my dissertation, Not Being a Sophist: The Other of the Sophist in Plato’s Sophist, under the directorship of Dr. Adriaan Peperzak, who is joined by committee members, Dr. Tom Sheehan (Stanford University) and Dr. Drew Hyland (Trinity College), and have scheduled my oral defense for February of 2004. 

While my current dissertation research is oriented around the consideration of the fundamental question of the distinction between sophistry and philosophy as it is expressed in the Platonic dialogues, and more specifically as it is expressed within the Sophist in particular, I continue to be interested in the consideration of a number of other questions that are raised within the tradition of Ancient Philosophy, perhaps most especially within Aristotle and Plato. For instance, I am very interested in the issue of the relation between virtue and knowledge in both Plato and Aristotle, as well as in the related issue of the connection between human excellency and ethics and how this connection informs the answer to the question: “What is philosophy?” Indeed my dissertation attempts to address each of these questions from the perspective of Plato, and it is hoped that subsequent to the defense of my dissertation, the project shall be transformed into a manuscript suitable for publication. Besides discussing my interest in Ancient Philosophy, which comprises my area of specialization, and within which I have forthcoming publications, I would also like to point out that my approach to the study of Ancient Philosophy is distinctive, primarily because of my strong background in twentieth century Phenomenology/Continental Philosophy, which influences the manner in which I study the problems and questions raised in the ancient texts. One example of this influence is the rigor with which I work mainly with the primary texts themselves (which I am able to do in their original language), rather than with contemporary interpretations of them, while another example is my interest in drawing connections between certain contemporary continental thinkers, such as Husserl, Heidegger, and Levinas, and Plato and Aristotle. 

My interests and training in philosophy have not solely focused on Ancient Philosophy, however. In addition to my work in Ancient Philosophy, I maintain interests in several areas of contemporary Continental Philosophy, including Heidegger, Husserl, and more recently, Levinas. Besides publishing in the area of Continental Philosophy/Phenomenology, at Loyola University I performed extensive course work in this area, which focused on different thinkers within the phenomenological tradition, as well as on the relationship between twentieth-century continental philosophy and the history of philosophy. Alongside my interest in Continental Philosophy/Phenomenology, I am also very interested and competent both in the area of the History of Ethics and in the area of Animal Rights, having taught several Ethics courses at Seattle University over the past few years. Finally – and many of my colleagues would say, quite curiously – I thoroughly enjoy teaching Logic, both informal and formal, and as such have managed to gain a reputation at Seattle University as the teacher who can make propositional logic understandable to, and even interesting for, almost anyone. 

Besides offering a brief outline of my research and teaching interests as well as of my educational background, I would also like to draw attention to the significant amount of teaching experience that I would bring with me into your department, were I to be hired for the position. Although I will address my “teaching philosophy” in a separate statement, I would like to point out that because of the positive relationship that was formed between myself and Seattle University’s Philosophy Department when I studied there as an undergraduate, I was fortunately able to secure adjunct teaching in its department during the last few years, as I worked on completing my dissertation. As a result, I have taught several courses over the years, including Introduction to Philosophy & Critical Thinking, Ethics, and Logic, and, consequently, as the selected teaching evaluation reports, student recommendation letters, and various course materials I have enclosed with my application will show, I have designed and delivered courses in each of these areas that have been met with great success. Although I have taught at Seattle University primarily courses that are required of all undergraduates, given its Core Curriculum requirements, my student evaluations have nonetheless been quite favorable, even though I make serious demands on the time and abilities of my students. Indeed, the majority of my students seem to respond well to my courses and, I believe, even come to develop an appreciation for the significance of philosophy within their liberal arts education.

Enclosed in my application packet, please find [i] my curriculum vitae, [ii] a dissertation abstract, [iii] a copy of my paper, “What It Means to be Human: Aristotle on Virtue and Skill,” which shall be published in an upcoming edition of The St. John’s Review; as well as [iv] my teaching portfolio, which is comprised of (a) a statement regarding my “teaching philosophy,” (b) a letter from Dr. Paul Kidder, the Chair of Seattle University’s Philosophy Department detailing my success as a teacher within the department, (c) sample course material, including course syllabi, group, research, and paper assignments, quizzes, and exams, (d) additional evidence of teaching success, which includes a summary report of my teaching evaluations as well as copies of my teaching evaluation reports, and finally, (e) student letters of recommendation. A supporting dossier, including confidential letters of recommendation as well as official undergraduate and graduate transcripts, will be sent under separate cover from the Loyola University Career Center.

I thank you for considering my application for the Assistant Professor in Ancient Philosophy position. I am convinced not only that I could contribute much to your department, but also that your department would contribute much to my own work. I am eager to hear from you, and should you have any further questions about my application, please feel free to contact me.

Best Regards,

Corinne Painter

425.454.0684

cpainte@wpo.it.luc.edu

