PhD Course Descriptions
SOWK 810: Seminar on Theory, Practice, and Research

The purpose of this class and the expected outcome is for students to develop a broad knowledge base about various theories that under gird social work clinical practice models and related research. It is expected that the student will carefully critique and analyze such theories to deepen understanding of their application to the human person and the social environment, intervention methodologies and demonstrated effectiveness vis a vis clinical research. In addition, it is expected that the student will begin to consider how he/she will contribute to the amplification of social work knowledge in the areas of theory, practice, and/or research. The primary focus of the seminar is to critically examine the theoretical orientations underlying current social work practice paradigms and their implications for research.  An analytical examination should include the limitations and assets of a given model relative to person, place, and effectiveness for behavioral change. Special attention will be given to critical issues surrounding age, gender, sexual orientation, culture, racial, ethnic, and socioeconomic factors, and power.  The significance of these factors on individual and family development, functioning, and particular kinds of problem areas will be discussed.  In addition, the implications of developing effective therapeutic interventions that are sensitive to these particular issues will be explored. 
SOWK 811: Advanced Statistics

This course in statistics is designed for doctoral level social work students. This course will introduce multivariate statistical analysis methods for graduate students in social work. The course has several on-line components and is designed for self-study and independent inquiry. The course will emphasize the use and application of particular statistical techniques and the use of statistical computer software in running statistical analysis (SPSS generally).

SOWK 812: Current Controversies
The purpose of this course is to review current issues confronting the profession of social work and the education of clinical social work researchers.  Historically, social work has drawn on interdisciplinary knowledge to enrich the ability to work with clients and client systems.  Likewise, conducting research on the effectiveness of service delivery and the understanding of the person-in-the-environment relies on remaining current on the predominant theories affecting clinical social work practice today. This seminar will focus on three major areas influencing theories, practice, and research today which highlight the bio-psycho-social-spiritual aspects of our professional approach to understanding and serving clients and client systems.  These areas include: the impact of biology, neurobiology, trauma theory and controversies around diagnoses; religious and spiritual practices as they impact theories of understanding human behavior, client practices, and service delivery; and finally international influences including anthropological and sociological studies and the influence of migration.

SOWK 813: Evaluating Practice

This course will act as an extension of the previous practice courses in the required curriculum.  This course will focus on evaluation of social work practice, at both the micro- and macro- practice levels. Students will be asked to identify a key topic of social work practice that they are interested in evaluating in depth this semester, and to produce a critical literature review and systematic review protocol as their final project. The goal of understanding practice-related evidence will be essential to this course, and students will be exposed to a variety of theoretical frameworks for understanding how evidence is created in social work practice and research, as well as in fields related to social work such as medicine, public health, and psychology.  By the end of the course, students will have demonstrated proficiency in understanding and applying a process of evidence-based practice (EBP) to clinical problems that their clients typically experience.  
SOWK 814: Dissertation Planning

This doctoral seminar course is designed to bridge the transition of doctoral students from the more structured processes of the required program courses, to the more university-involved processes of elective courses, independent studies, dissertation planning and implementation.  Emphasis will be placed on helping the students to integrate their current knowledge of theory, practice and research in social work and to move toward the scholarly research role needed for the dissertation phase of studies. Generally, students will have completed most of their required courses before participating in this required seminar.  

SOWK 815: History of Social Work Ideas

The overall goals of this course are to provide an introduction to the evolution of knowledge relevant to social work practice, and to identify core elements of the knowledge base which contribute to our understanding of social work as a unique and self-determined profession.  The investigation of the history of ideas in social work is presented from two perspectives; an examination of the intellectual history of defining concepts of the profession; as well as, the social, economic, and political factors which have influenced the evolution of those concepts.  In contrast to most historical analyses which focus on social welfare movements, the materials in this course are presented from the perspective of direct practice with individuals, families, and groups. Both original historical works and reviews of the development of social work practice are examined in order to identify specific themes, assumptions, issues and trends which have special salience in explaining and understanding current clinical practice.
SOWK 817: Nature of Clinical Knowledge

This course provides an orientation to the nature, uses and limitations of theory in any scientific endeavor with the aim of achieving an understanding of the variety of approaches to research design and developing conceptual frameworks. Emphasis will be upon science as a problem-solving process with meta-theory and theory being the major links for the clinician between the roles of practitioner and researcher. The learner is expected to understand some of the current problems in developing theories of practice that are consistent with theories of development and psychopathology, comparing theories, and addressing the dual roles of practitioner and researcher. Some of the identifiable areas in which controversies and knowledge gaps exist also are studied.
SOWK 818: Research Methodology

This course presents an overview and critical analysis of the research methods commonly used in social work and other related disciplines. The course will involve reading about these research methods, critically analyzing a variety of research reports, and applying research methods to an area relevant to the advancement of knowledge about clinical social work selected by each student. The importance of critical thinking and knowledge development for the profession is emphasized through out, especially as it applies to the advanced practitioner/scholar.
SOWK 820: Social Theory and Social Policy

The seminar in Social Theory and Social Policy focuses on understanding, analyzing and evaluating social issues, social welfare policy, and social welfare programs. The course begins with a review of some of the pressing problems and issues in current social welfare policy. We will then proceed to examine the history of social welfare programs. Finally, we will explore a contemporary view of a major social issue/problem and its policy implications.

SOWK 821 & 831: Practicum in Research I and II
During the second year of PhD studies, all students are assigned to work as Research Assistants in one of the three Institutes within the School of Social Work. The student will be assigned to one of the Institutes based on the student’s potential area of dissertation research. The student will work with a faculty member, or members, within the Institute assigned in order to gain “hands on” experience in the development of research projects; developing, writing, and submitting grants; carrying out research-related activities of existing projects; analysis of research data; and the writing and presentation of findings.  
SOWK 822: Organizational Analysis

Social workers typically practice in formal organizations; these organizations are influenced by the nature of the service rendered.  From this perspective the seminar examines developments in the theory of human service or social benefit organizations.  Among the problems and issues to be explored are those involving professional and bureaucratic models of organization, sources of incompatibility, and patterns of accommodation to the nature of organization-client relations, inter-organizational exchange relationships, and problems of program change and evaluation.  A fundamental aim of this seminar is for the student to understand the context and grounding of practice and the meaning of work in a formal organization. 

SOWK 828: Seminar on Teaching
This course is designed to provide doctoral students with a thorough overview of teaching within a university setting. The course focuses on theories of learning, the application of these theories to the teaching process, and the teaching process itself. Students examine these processes and their applications as they apply to diverse student groups and in diverse settings (classroom, field, and agency settings). Emphasis is also placed on the philosophy of higher education as well as on curriculum construction, instructional design and outcome evaluation as well as on the assumptions underlying the continuum of social work education. Students have the opportunity to translate the theoretical material into practical teaching activity (i.e., preparing and teaching a class session).   

SOWK 830: Research Ethics
The ethical conduct of research within a university setting and within a professional school is a complex process. The researcher must contend with competing forces and ideals that all have a stake in the research process and the use of information generated by research (i.e., the subjects of research, agencies, administrators, institutional review boards, funding bodies, accreditation bodies, etc.). Researchers must become knowledgeable about these competing forces and demands and develop a set of values and skills that will assist them in responding to the multiple ethical issues that arise in the conduct of research. This doctoral course offers students a comprehensive overview of ethical research that includes understanding ethics in a broader context, the development of ethical guides to research, the examination of the research process through the lens of ethics, and the application of research ethics to diverse populations and settings.  
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