Editorial

It is an honor and a privilege to introduce you to
the premier edition of the Loyola University
Chicago School of Social Work's new student-pub-
lished journal, Praxis: Where Reflection & Practice
Meet. As one of the few student-managed social
work journals in the country, Praxis exemplifies the
School of Social Work’s commitment to student
scholarship. With its armival, our school now has a
forum where the scholarly work of students and
alumni can be shared, and where we can learn from
and be inspired by the ideas and work of fellow-stu-
dents and alumni.

The word Praxis comes from the Greek, pras-
sein, which means "to do, or practice.” A name
befitting a journal of a school dedicated to the edu-
cation of clinieal social workers, Praxis also calls to
mind the early roots of our social work practice. In
her autobiography, Twenty Years at Hull-House,
Jane Addams reflects on the development of her
convictions about the practice of social justice by
sharing an excerpt from an oratorical contest of her
youth:

Those who believe that Justice is but a
poetical longing within us, the
enthusiast who thinks it will come in
the form of a millennium, those who
see it established by the strong arm of
a herp, are not those who have
comprehended the vast truths of life.
The actual Justice must come by
trained intelligence, by broadened
sympathies toward the individual man
or woman who crosses our path; one
item added to another is the only
method by which to build up a
conception lofty enough to be of use
in the world (Addams, 1910/1961, p.
38).

In the spirit of this "method" Addams proposed,
the social work pioneers of Hull-House based their
research and practice on the relationships they
developed with the neighbors 'who crossed their
paths.' Indeed, the early settlers were profoundly
moved by the social problems their neighbors
endured and the settlers’ "sympathies" were the
inspiration for momentous research and social
reform. For example, knowledge of neighborhood
children who were victims of dangerous child labor
practices that caused physical deformities, chronic
health problems and even death, motivated Florence
Kelley to research the sweatshop system in Chicago
which led to the reform of child labor laws. When
the settlers discovered that neighborhood parents
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had no place to leave their children when they were
at work, they opened a daycare center at Hull-
House. When an Italian boy from Hull-House died
of a cocaine overdose at age seventeen, the settlers
discovered that local druggists were profiting from
the legal sale of cocaine to other young boys, and
they lobbied to secure better legal regulation of the
drug. Through her experiences visiting poorhouses,
state prisons, and other public charitable institu-
tions in Illinois, Julia Lathrop was inspired to advo-
cate for more humane facilities, including the pro-
vision of separate facilities for delinquent children,
the mentally ill, the physically sick and the elderly.

Like the early social workers, our practice and
research is rooted in and motivated by our experi-
ences with each client "who crosses our path.”
Whether our client is an individual, a family, a
£roup or a community, we too are moved by their
stories and outraged by the injustices they face; it is
our deep and committed care that propels us on an
intellectual quest to understand how we can help
them, and in doing so, how we can create a better
world. At Loyola, the journey begins in fieldwork as
interactions with clients open our hearts and our
minds and stimulate questions and ideas about how
the helping process works. In "Working with
Homeless, Mentally Il Clients: Fieldwork
Reflections,” Brenda K. Nelson describes this
reflective learning process and alludes to the impor-
tance of relationships with supervisors, faculty, fel-
low-students and colleagues, in developing an
understanding of our clients’ worlds and how we
can.help them. Out of her fieldwork practice with
substance abusers and their families, Helen
Montgomery became concerned about the negative
impact the term "codependency” has on women,
and wrote "Codependency through a Feminist
Lens." Priscila Rodriguez's research on Latino bat-
terers has its origins in her clinical work with Latina
victims and their children, and her commitment to
further understanding the phenomena of domestic
violence.

Ag Jane Addams proposed, our scholarly work is
indeed a combination of our "sympathies" and our
"trained intelligence," and these pages before you -
where reflection & practice meet - represent our
dedication as social workers to generating social
work knowledge that will enhance the lives of our
clients and help us become more effective practi-
tioners. By sharing our research and practice
knowledge in our new journal, Praxis, we also pro-
vide support and inspiration for each other. One of
our core values as social workers is that we embrace
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