Faculty Reading List: An Invitation to Continued Learning

by Brenda K. Nelson

With graduation approaching, I reflected on what I have learned from and value most about my professors and
fellow students. 1 have come away from many class sessions inspired by lively discussions and excited by how the
world of ideas connects so closely with the lived experience of us as students and of the clients whose worlds we
seek to understand.

As students, we are drawn to the profession of social work because we know that this work really matters. We
believe that we can make the world a better place by providing caring and empowering relationships for people
who need them most. In our fieldwork, we experience how human beings who may be in pain can see themselves
as worthwhile and can realize that with the support of others, they can create a better future and achieve a better,
happier life. Even though this sounds simple, we are acutely aware that it can be quite confounding in the thick
of a therapeutic relationship.

While we don't have all the answers, we have learned a process for exploring our questions — or, as my
current supervisor would say, for considering the rationale for why we do what we do. We can and should take
our continued professional development seriously. But once we graduate, how do we maintain a level
of scholarly engagement in which we continue to learn and apply the knowledge we've gained? 1 suspect that
many others feel as I do — that an MSW curriculum introduces a broad range of ideas, provides guidance and
experience, and nurtures professional identity. Yet as graduation nears, [ wish I could have learned even more.
Here we are about to embark on social work careers — are we equipped with everything we need to know?

Of course we're not. That is what the learning process is all about; it is process of discovering what we
don't know and actively seeking new knowledge. In my first Individuals and Families class, I recall several
classmates saying they decided to pursue an MSW because they realized they needed to know more in order
to better help the people with whom they were working. Having completed our degrees, we can look back and
assess the gains in knowledge as well as areas for further inquiry.

To help guide this process of continued inquiry, 1 asked all full-time faculty from Loyola’s School of Social Work
to list the books or articles they consider central to social work practice, theory, or history. The list below represents
the recommendations various faculty members made for us.

I sincerely thank the faculty members whose contributions to this compilation symbolize their inspiring commit-
ment to student learning. And to my fellow students of social work — enjoy the list! My hope is that we can
continue building our libraries and staying current with both foundational and new knowledge in the field, and
that we continue sharing with and learning from each other. Let's keep broadening our horizons for the sake of
our own development and for the sake of those whose lives are directly affected by the extent to which we keep
our minds open to learning.

Jan Wolff Bensdorf
Borderline Conditions and Pathological Narcissim — Otto Kernberg

Ego Psychology and Social Work Practice — Eda Goldstein

In a Different Voice — Carol Gilligan

The Healing Connectior: How Women Form Relationships in Therapy and in Life — Miller and Stiver

Women in Family: A Framework for Family Therapy — Monica McGoldrick, Carol Anderson, and Froma Walsh

James Marley
“While books on sodial work by sodial workers are important, many folks writing in other disciplines can have
(and they have had) a tremendous impact on social work practice. With that said, here is my list of books I would
hope every social work student would eventually get around to reading.”

Acts of Meaning — Jerome Bruner

Madness e Civilization or The Order of Things — Michael Foucault

The Interpretation of Cultures — Clifford Geertz

Difference and Pathology — Sander Gilman

FPrivate Terror/Public Life — James Glass

The Psychosocial Interior of the Family — Gerald Handel & Gail Whitchurch

Subjects of Analysis — Thomas Ogden
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