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Administration Information

Access Restrictions: Some material is restricted until 2021.

Usage Restrictions: Copyright for materials created by Donna Quinn is retained by Donna Quinn.
Preferred Citation: Loyola University Chicago. Woman and Leadership Archives. Donna Quinn,
O.P., Papers, 1975-2000. Box #. Folder #.

Provenance: Donna Quinn donated these materials to the Women and Leadership Archives. She
made two donations: the first on August 22, 1996 and the second on May 15, 2000. (WLA1996.23
and WLA2000.20)

Separations: 2 linear feet of duplicates have been removed. Update September 2008: 0.5 linear
feet of duplicates were removed and the books from this collection were added to the WLA
monograph collection. When the collection was reprocessed, some series were condensed.

See Also: Chicago Catholic Women Records and Women-Church Convergence Records at the
Women and Leadership Archives.

Biographical Information

These records reflect the activities of Donna Quinn, O.P. primarily in her guidance of the Chicago
Catholic Women (CCW) from its founding in 1974 to its dissolution in the year 2000. Donna
defines the goal of this organization as “working to promote the full giftedness and personhood of
women and a world of justice for all.” She recognizes discrimination - gender discrimination - as
the root of the injustice and inequality, which enslaves women worldwide.

Born on July 26, 1937 she was the middle child of Catherine and William Quinn. A resident of the
south side of Chicago, she attended Visitation High School, conducted by the religious order of
Sinsinawa Dominicans. In 1955, following graduation, she entered this order, pronouncing her
final vows in 1960. It was in this same year that she received her B.A. degree in Education and
History from Edgewood College in Madison, Wisconsin. She continued her formal education
earning a M.A. degree in History from the University of Illinois at Champaign in 1970 and a second
M.A. degree in Administration from the University of Wisconsin in 1974.

In the early years of her religious life, she not only taught math, history and religion, but also served
as an administrator in various elementary and secondary Catholic Schools in the Midwest. Around
1975, she enriched her educational offerings by earning a “CPE” Certificate (Clinical Pastoral
Education) at Rush-Presbyterian-St. Luke’s. With this certificate she joined the faculty of Moraine
Valley College teaching Pastoral Care to students entering the medical profession.
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Among other causes Quinn espoused: racial equality, reproductive choice, equal rights, lesbian and
gay rights, and different faith traditions. As a woman and an avowed feminist she naturally
recognized and challenged the inferior position assigned to women by the Roman Catholic Church.
Her resume traces her involvement not only with the Church but also with many diverse groups
organized to improve the status of women. In 1974, she founded and served as the Director of
Chicago Catholic Women until its dissolution in 2000. While involved with many women’s causes,
Chicago Catholic Women identified the ordination of women as a primary focus. This focus
concretized in the founding of the Women’s Ordination Conference in 1976. In 1983, Quinn was
instrumental in founding Women’s Church Convergence - a Coalition of 30 national groups.

As a founder, board member, organizer, speaker, and world traveler, Sr. Donna Quinn has been a
crusader for the “full giftedness and personhood of women” both in the Church and State for
decades.”

Scope and Content

The Donna Quinn collection spans the years 1975 to 2000 and is arranged alphabetically within
eight series; the bulk of which relates to organizations with which she work during this twenty-five
year time span. When the collection was reprocessed in 2008, some series were condensed.

Series 1: General Resource Materials, 1975-2000, n.d. Boxes 1-5

This series primarily contains of mailings, press releases, programs, and flyers from several
organizations and events that relate to women’s issues. The organizations and issues included are
Chicago Catholic Women (CCW), National Coalition of American of Nuns (NCAN), Women’s
Ordination Conference (WOC), Women Church Convergence (WCC), reproductive rights, Papal
visits, the ordination of women, and gay and lesbian rights. They have been arranged alphabetically
reflecting the manner in which Donna Quinn arranged them. Update 2008: Many of the folders
from this series were integrated with other folders containing papers from the same organization or
issue. The papers from Series 3: Chicago Catholic Women Mailings and Series 4: Chicago Catholic
Women Newsletters have been integrated into the Chicago Catholic Women folders in this series.
This was done to reduce duplication, create more descriptive folder names, and to facilitate proper
storage of the papers. All newspaper and magazine articles were removed from the folders in this
series and placed in Series 2.

Series 2: News Media, 1975-1998, n.d. Boxes 6-7

This series contains the articles Quinn collected from newspapers, magazines, and journals. The
articles relate to a number of subjects including abortion, women’s ordination, papal visits, and the
place of women in the Catholic Church. The files are arranged alphabetically by subject. Update
2008: This series previously included several articles stored in plastic sheeting from a scrapbook.
The articles were removed from the sheeting and the boxes were moved to Series 6 with the other
scrapbooks. The remaining contents were reorganized by subject (rather than chronologically) and
integrated with the articles removed from Series 1.

Quinn, pg. #2



Women and Leadership Archives
Ann lda Gannon, BVM, Center for Women and Leadership
Loyola University Chicago

Series 3: Scrapbooks, 1994 - 2000 Box 8-10

This series contains the papers from a sign in guest book and two types of scrapbooks; one on the
activities of Chicago Catholic Women and one of newspaper clippings. These papers were kept in
plastic sheeting in three-ring binders. They have been removed from the binders and sheeting, but
left in the order in which they were arranged.

Series 4: Audio/Visual Media, 1977-1997, n.d. Boxes 10-16

This series contains photographs, audiocassettes, and videocassettes. The audiocassettes contain
recordings of sessions at conferences as well as recordings of individuals and events not necessarily
occurring at a conference. The videocassettes record events such as Donna Quinn’s news
appearance, Cardinal Bernardin’s funeral, CCW luncheons, CCW protests, and the Papal Visit.

Series 5: Three Dimensional and Oversized Materials, 1978-1999, n.d. Box 17-21

This series contains objects that reflect Quinn’s activism such as buttons, a cloth banner, bumper
stickers, ribbons, meditation beads, and other ephemeral items. This series also contains one
oversized news article that did not fit in the boxes from Series 2: News Media.

Series 6: Restricted Material, Boxes 22-23
This series contains material that is restricted until 2021.
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Subjects:

Abortion

A Critical Mass

Blue Ribbon Campaign

Chicago Catholic Women

National Coalition of American Nuns (NCAN)
Ordination of Women

Quinn, Donna

Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice
RU 486

Ruether, Rosemary Radford

Women Church Convergence (WCC)
Women'’s Ordination Conference (WOC)
Women of Faith

Books Removed to the WLA Monograph Collection:

Coffey, Kathy Dancing in the Margins

Deford, Deborah Are You Old Enough to Read This Book?
Durkin Dierks, Sheila Women Eucharist

Golden, Renny, et.al. Dangerous Memories

Greeley, Andrew and Mary Greeley Durkin How to Save the Catholic Church
Hyland, JR Sexism is a Sin

Isasi-Diaz, Ada Maria Hispanic Women

Lieblich, Julia Sisters: Lives of Devotion and Defiance
Moraga, Cherrie and Gloria Anzaldua This Bridge Called My Back

O'Keeffe, Georgia and Anita Pollitzer A Woman on Paper

Phelps, Stanlee and Nancy Austin Assertive Women

Rothluebber, Francis B. Nobody Owns Me

Scahran , Janet and Pat Kozak More than Words

Schnieders, Sandra Beyond Patching

Witlieb, Read The Book of Women'’s Firsts
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Title

Series 1: General Resource Materials, 1975-2000, n.d.

A Critical Mass

AFL-CIO Working Women's Department

Association for the Rights of Catholics in the Church
Call to Action

Catholic Church Personnel Report

Chanel Five News Controversy

Chicago Catholic Women Administration

Chicago Catholic Women Christmas Luncheon 1996
Chicago Catholic Women Christmas Luncheon 1997
Chicago Catholic Women Christmas Luncheon 1998
Chicago Catholic Women Christmas Luncheon 1999
Chicago Catholic Women Do You Know Your Rights?
Conference

Chicago Catholic Women First Annual Fundraiser
Chicago Catholic Women Gay/Lesbian Student Outreach
Chicago Catholic Women Kristin Lems Concert

Chicago Catholic Women Letter to Bishops

Chicago Catholic Women Meditation Booklet

Chicago Catholic Women Miscellaneous Organization
Activities

Chicago Catholic Women Mother’s Day Rallies

Chicago Catholic Women Newsletters

Chicago Catholic Women Petition for a Woman Cardinal

Chicago Catholic Women Preaching Survey

Chicago Catholic Women Twenty Year Celebration
Donation Forms

Chicago Catholic Women Women of Faith Conference
Chicago Catholic Women Women Priests Book
Chicago Catholic Women Women'’s Pastoral Education
Fund

Covenant Document between Episcopalian and Roman
Catholic Church

Essay by Nancy Smiegowski

Essays by Rosemary Radford Ruether

Greeley and Haut Liberal Catholicism Study

History of the Catholic Church in Chicago

Illinois Coalition Against Domestic Violence

Illinois Coalition for Displaced Homemakers
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Dates

1997, 1998

n.d.

n.d.

1996

1984

1997
1975-1988, n.d.
1996, n.d.
1997-1998, n.d.
1997-1998, n.d.
1999-2000, n.d.
1979

1978
1991
1981-1982

1995-1996
1976-1999, n.d.

1989-1996
1975-1989
1997, n.d.

1981-1982, n.d.
1994-1995

1986-1987
1977-1986, n.d.
1986, 1989

1989
1996, n.d.
1996

n.d.

1980
1980
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Incoming Correspondence

Leadership Conference of Religious Women
Liturgies

Lutheran Women’s Caucus

National Coalition of American Nuns

National Coalition of American Nuns Newsletters
New Ways Ministry

Nothing Sacred ABC TV Series

Papal Visit to the United States

Papal Visit to the United States Chicago Press Packet
Quixote Center

Religious Amicus Brief in Hope v. Perales.
Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice
Sarah’s Circle

School of the Americas

Speeches

St. Martin de Porres House of Hope Shelter

The Burden of Knowing: Social Justice into the 21%
Century Symposium

The United Nations Convention Against all Forms of
Discrimination Against Women

Video Documentary Proposal

VOICES

Water

Women Church Change Binder

Women Church Convergence

Women Church Convergence

Women Church Convergence Pentecost Celebration
Women Church Sourcebook

Women’s Ordination Conference

Women’s Ordination Conference

Women’s Place Resource Center

Womenspace, Inc

Series 2: News Media, 1975-1998, n.d.

Abortion

Archdiocese of Chicago

Barbara Ferraro and Patricia Hussey
Catholics for Contraception

Chanel Five News Controversy
Chicagoland Vicariates

Code of Cannon Law
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1994-2000
1975
1987-1999, n.d.
1981

1977-1999, n.d.
1982-1997

n.d.

1997

1979, 1987
1979

1978, 1992, n.d.
1992
1996-1998, n.d.
n.d.

1997
1979-1991, n.d.

n.d.
1996

1997

1996-1997
1981, n.d.
1994-1999
1975
1991-1997
1998-1999, n.d.
1997-1998, n.d.
1993
1975-1994
1994-1999, n.d.
1997

1979, 1982

1982-1996
1994

1988

n.d.

1997

1977

1983
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Cardinal Francis George

John Cardinal Cody

Liberal Catholicism

National Coalition of American Nuns
Nothing Sacred ABC TV Series
United States Priest Shortage

Papal Visits

Sinsinawa Dominicans

Women’s Position in the Church

Oversized News Media

Abortion

Archbishop Francis George

Cardinal Francis George

Chicago Catholic Women Newspaper Advertisement
Haymarket Newspaper

The New World Bicentennial Insert

Series 3: Scrapbooks, 1994-2000

Chicago Catholic Women Activities Scrapbook
Chicago Catholic Women Activities Scrapbook
Chicago Catholic Women Activities Scrapbook
Chicago Catholic Women Activities Scrapbook
Chicago Catholic Women Activities Scrapbook
Chicago Catholic Women Activities Scrapbook
Guest Book

News Media Scrapbook
News Media Scrapbook
News Media Scrapbook
News Media Scrapbook
News Media Scrapbook
News Media Scrapbook
News Media Scrapbook
News Media Scrapbook

News Media Scrapbook
News Media Scrapbook

Series 4: Audiovisual Materials, 1977-1997, n.d.
Photographs

Archdiocese of Chicago
Pentecost Celebration

Quinn, pg. #7

1997

1979

1996, n.d.

1983

1997
1995-1996
1979-1987, n.d.
1975, 1978
1984-1998, n.d.

1988
1997
1998
1994
1984
1989

1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
1994 — 2000

1994-1996
1994-1996
1994-1996
1997
1997
1998
1998
1998

1999
1999

n.d.
1997
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Pope John Paul 11
Audiocassettes of Conferences

Preaching and the Non-Ordained Conference
Collins, Mary, OSB: Sacramental Dimensions of
Preaching

Hill, William, O.P.: Toward a Theology of Preaching
Hill, William, O.P.: Toward a Theology of Preaching
(Conclusion)

Panel Members

Provost, James, JCD: Canon Law and Teaching
Schillelbeeckx, Edward M. O.P.:The Right of a Christian
Community to a Preacher

Schneiders, Sandra, IHM: A Biblical Foundation for
Preaching

Second Conference on the Ordination of Roman
Catholic Women

Chains That Bind

Chains That Bond

To Comfort or to Challenge

Women in Priesthood

Untitled Conference

People of Courage Awards Banquet

The Ethics of Resistance: A Case Study of the Vatican 24
Non-Theocentric Feminist Ethics and Reproductive
Health

In Search of Children

Abortion Ethics and The Development of Communitarian
Values

A New Look at the Seamless Garment

Women-Church Chicago Conference
Morning Session

Afternoon Session

D. Geany Panel

Women Church Speaks Conference

Sharing Our Stories -1A - 82A

Sharing Our Stories -1B- 82A

Connections of Oppressive Systems - 2A - 82A
Connections of Oppressive Systems - 2B - 82B
Continuing to Create Woman Church - 3A - 82A
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1982

n.d.

1986

1995

n.d.
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Continuing To Create Woman Church - 3B - 82A

Women in the Church Conference

Chittister, S. Joan: Sexism in the Church

Collins, S. Mary: The Refusal of Women in Clerical
Circles

Provost, Rev. James: Human and Legal Rights of
Women in Church

Weaver, Dr. Mary Jo: A Summary of Feminist
Theological Developments

Weaver, Dr. Mary Jo: A Summary of Feminist
Theological Developments

Women of Faith Conference
Theological Challenges
Where do we go From Here?
Societal Challenges

Women’s Ordination Conference 1995 Annual
Gathering

Feminist Media and Values in a Discipleship of Equals
Starting and Nurturing local Discipleship of Equals
Communities

Audiocassettes of Individuals/Events

Ashe, Kaye

Brennan, S. Margaret

Brooks, Dolores

Cahill, Monica

CCW Ordination Panel

Chittester, S. Joan: Sexist Language

Daniels, Janet - Women and Sexuality | and Il
Day | - Backup

Day 1 - Backup - Teresita Weind

Doerr, Pat

Dulles, Avery, Bishop Dearden

Dulles, Avery -Pt. 3

Education and Women Minorities

Fiedler, Maureen - Equal Rights Amendment
Fiorenza, Elizabeth Schussler — Women’s Interseminary
Conference

Fiorenza, Elizabeth - Stuhlmueller, Carroll
Fuller, Georgia

Harrison, Beverly

Hunt, Mary
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n.d.

1986

1995

n.d.
n.d.
n.d.
n.d.
1978
n.d.
n.d.
n.d.

n.d.

n.d.
n.d.
1978
1986
n.d.
1977
1986
1986
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Jose, Sister with S. Marie Augusta

Kane, S. Theresa

Kissling, Fran

Lemon Awards - Christian Women

Lemon Awards - Christian Women

Leonard, Joan

Let’s Talk: Women Church: Its Struggle and its Vision
Maguire, Marjorie

McCarthy, Abigail, Burke, Mary, Carroll, S Elizabeth
McGuire, Marge

McSloy, S. Evangeline

NCAN

NCAN

Quinn, S. Donna

Reinhardt, Rosalie Muschal

Rights of Prostitutes

Riley, Marie

Ruether, Rosemary

Schoef, A.W. Touching Our Common Ground
Schoef, A.W. Touching Our Common Ground
Schoef, A.W. Touching Our Common Ground
Stenzil, Eileen

Weind, S. Teresita, SND

Videocassette Recordings
A Woman as Cardinal - CBS - Ch.2

A Woman as Cardinal - CLTV

A Woman as Cardinal - Fox News

A Woman as Cardinal - WGN News

A Woman as Cardinal - WGN News

Abortion - NCAN - Phil Donohue Show (with Donna
Quinn)

Abortion - NCAN - Phil Donohue Show (with Donna
Quinn)

Abortion - NOW vs. Scheidler - CBS

An Open Hearing: Women in the Roman Catholic
Church

Cardinal Bernardin - Mass and Funeral Procession
Cardinal Bernardin - Mass and Funeral Procession

Cardinal Bernardin's Funeral Procession - WGN - Ch. 9
Catholic Church in Crisis - 60 Minutes

CCW Luncheon

CCW Mother’s Day Protest - ABC
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1982
1986
1980
1980
1986
1986
1986
1984
1984
1979
1980
1980
1982
1986
n.d.

n.d.

n.d.

1977
1977
1977
n.d.

n.d.

1997
1997
1997
1996
1996
1982

1982

1998
1985

1997
1997

1997
1995
1989
1990
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CCW Mother’s Day Protest - ABC - NBC

CCW Mother’s Day Protest - ABC - NBC

CCW Protest at an Ordination Ceremony - ABC

CCW's response to Pope’s Declaration on Women - ABC
-NBC

Donna Quinn's trip to the Netherlands Schijndel
Feminist Theology - Theological Pornography: The End
of An Era - Dr. Mary E. Hunt, Ph.D.

Feminist Theology - Women's Liturgical Comunities:
Creating a Feminist Spirituality and Culture - Rosemary
Ruether

Gay and Lesbian Rights - Oprah Winfrey Show

National Conference of Catholic Bishops' Pastoral Letter
on Women's Concerns - Chicago Tonight

Progressive Nuns - Revolting Sisters

Progressive Nuns - The Sonya Show - CNN

Progressive Nuns - The Sonya Show - CNN

Progressive Nuns - The Sonya Show - CNN

Rome - Video Slide Show of Photographs Taken in
Rome

Sexism in the Church - Interview with Donna Quinn

St. Martin de Porres - Someone You Should Know -
ABC News

Theresa Kane - Ten Years After Her Address to the Pope
in the US - Lorretta Women's Network

Vatican Protest by NCAN - CBS News - Panel
Disscussion in Rome

Women in the Catholic Church - Common Ground
Women in the Church and AIDS Ministry

Women: Invisible Workers

Women’s Ordination - The Hidden Tradition
Women's Ordination - Censored and Silenced - Mary
Ann Naas

Women's Ordination & Catholic Church vs. the Anglican
Church - Women of the Cloth - The MacNeil/Lehrer
News Hour - WTTW

Oversized Video and Audio Cassettes

60 Minutes - Beta Videocassette

Nuns Behind the Veil Part 11 - Videocassette KCA 59
Nuns Behind the Veil Part 11 - Videocassette KCA 60
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1988

1991
n.d.

1994
1990
1987

n.d.

n.d.
1992
n.d.
1992
1992
1992

n.d.

1994
1989

1994

1992
n.d.
n.d.

1992
1997

1992

1985
1984
1984
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Women Church Speaks Conference Duplicate
Sharing Our Stories -1A - 82A

Sharing Our Stories -1B- 82A

Connections of Oppressive Systems - 2A - 82A
Connections of Oppressive Systems - 2B - 82B
Continuing to Create Woman Church - 3A - 82A
Continuing To Create Woman Church - 3B - 82A

Series 5: Three Dimensional and Oversized Items
1978-199, n.d.

Chicago Catholic Women May Day Protest Ribbons
Meditation Beads and booklet

Women Church Convergence Pentecost Celebration
Signature Scroll

March for Women’s Lives White Sash

March for Women’s Lives Yellow Sash

“The New Sisters” laminated article

Foam Chain link from Women’s Ordination Conference:
Chains that Bind

Buttons:

Pro-Choice and Catholic Chicago Catholic Women
Gag Bush: Ask Me About Abortion Health Worker’s
Pledge

Keep Abortion Safe and Legal

We Want a Church for Our Daughters! Chicago Catholic
Women

Authentic Pro-Choice Catholic

People of Faith For ERA

Claiming Our Power Women Church Convergence
Ordain Women or Stop Baptizing Them

Women’s Ordination Conference

Catholics Want ERA

Women-Church: Weavers of Change

WOMAN Chicago Women’s Commission

Carol Moseley Braun

One Million Women for Carol Moseley Braun for U.S.
Senate

I’m poped out

Stop the Arms Race

Dawn Clark Netsch Governor

59¢

Kennedy ‘80

Ferraro For Vice-President
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1099
1998
1092

1992
1983

1978

n.d.
n.d.

n.d.
n.d.

n.d.
n.d.

n.d.
n.d.
n.d.
n.d.
n.d.

n.d.

n.d.
n.d.
1994
n.d.
1980
n.d.
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Wooden Nickel stamped with “Use for Church Offerings
“Til Sexism is Abolished. Institute of Women Today”
Ordain Women or Stop Baptizing Them Buttons without
backs

Stickers:

Catholics for a Free Choice

Don’t Yield Your Right To Choose

ERA YES

Chicago Hustle

Who Decides-You or Them?

NARAL

Mondale/Ferraro

Bumper Stickers:

God, She is my Co-Pilot

Chicago Catholic Women

International Women’s Year

May god Smile on You

May She Bless You

Chicago Catholic Women

We Want a Church for our Daughters!

Chicago Catholic Women

U.N. Decade for Women Conference In Kenya Cloth
Banner

Chicago Catholic Women'’s “Coordinating Board
Award” given by Association of Chicago Priests
Chicago Catholic Women’s “Founding Organization
Award” given by Chicago Call to Action

Marjorie Tuite’s “Woman of the Year Award” given by
Chicago Catholic Women’s

Series 6: Restricted Material

Restricted Material
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n.d.

n.d.

n.d.
n.d.
n.d.
n.d.
n.d.
n.d.
n.d.
n.d.
n.d.

1985

1985

1987

1985



