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Biography
The biographical and historical sketch of the Wilcox and Follett Corporation and the Follett Corporation was written by Judith Robins. Much of the corporate information has been drawn from two essays written by Steve Waichler: "The First Fifty Years of Follett Corporation", and "Follett: Partners in Education, 1873-1996." The rest of the information has been drawn from other items in the collection itself, and from conversations with Follett staff and family members.

J.W. Wilcox and Follett Company, 1917-1943
Charles Wolcott Follett was born in Illinois. Anecdotes state that C. W. Follett met his future wife Edythe Benepe in Indiana, and that when she returned to her home in Chicago, he followed her there. Charles and Edythe Follett had four sons: Robert D., Garth Benepe, Dwight Wolcott, and Charles N. (known as "Laddie".) 

[bookmark: _Int_QqBJy2qv][bookmark: _Int_iXSGY18X][bookmark: _Int_UZcfQ8iW]In 1901, C. W. Follett was hired by the C. M. Barnes Company to assist in the company's move to new premises. He remained with the company, serving in many capacities over the years. Early in his career with the company, he worked as a salesman in the Oklahoma Territory. In 1912 he became a shareholder, Director and Vice President of the company. 

[bookmark: _Int_8qMkoCYv][bookmark: _Int_AoQyoClD]In 1917, then-President of the company William R. Barnes chose to leave the company in order to form a new partnership with his friend Mr. Noble in New York City. This was the origin of the present-day firm, Barnes & Noble. Upon William's resignation, John Wilcox acquired his interest in the company and became its President. Also in that year, three of Charles W. Follett's sons (Dwight, Garth and Robert) were first employed by the company as summer workers.

[bookmark: _Int_q6DPbhxu][bookmark: _Int_3D6hsh1m][bookmark: _Int_7KNYLLJl]On 12 March 1918 the company name was officially changed to the J. W. Wilcox & Follett Company. In 1920, the company took a ten year lease on premises at 2008 Calumet Street. By 1927, the company had moved to 1255 S. Wabash Avenue, where it would remain for nearly thirty years. 

John W. Wilcox died in 1923. Immediately, C. W. Follett made overtures to acquire a majority holding of the stock. He succeeded in becoming full owner of the company. All four of C. W. Follett's sons joined him in the business; the elder three during the mid1920s, and the youngest in 1931. After their father's death on 19 December 1952, his sons jointly controlled the company until their own respective retirements. 

[bookmark: _Int_qo4rSYXP][bookmark: _Int_12y02WBb][bookmark: _Int_1hQprDTM]Under C. W. Follett's management, the company formed contractual agreements with many related businesses, and acquired several others. It also created a number of short-lived subsidiaries, primarily retail book and stationery stores. In 1926, the company organized what was to become. a major subsidiary: Follett Publishing Company (FPC.) FPC was created at the instance of Dwight Follett, and was managed by him until his father's death in 1952, when he became President of the company. Dwight's son Robert J. R. Follett then took over the management of FPC. 

[bookmark: _Int_0f1TYvTL][bookmark: _Int_KhXg0KcE]Wilcox & Follett started its first college book store at the University of Minnesota in Minneapolis. The date of this event is variously reported as 1929, 1930 and 1931. This was the beginning of a specialization in the operation of college book and supply stores which continues today.

Wilcox and Follett Company, 1943-1957

[bookmark: _Int_HOIiiBSv][bookmark: _Int_lyPTP5WP]For many years the J. W. Wilcox & Follett Company was informally known simply as "Wilcox & Follett", and even used this shortened form of its name on letterhead stationery. On 27 December 1943, the corporate name was officially changed. In 1955 the company moved to 1000 W. Washington Boulevard, the former home of the National Biscuit Company (known today as Nabisco.) This building was purchased by the Follett family in 1962, and gradually the company's divisions filled the entire building. The corporate offices remained at this location for nearly forty years.

Follett Corporation, 1957-2022
[bookmark: _Int_fxJOb5tl][bookmark: _Int_NPGuwFDq]In 1957, a major reorganization of the company was undertaken. The new entity was incorporated on 12 December 1957, and began operations on 2 January 1958. As part of this change, Wilcox & Follett Company was dissolved as a separate entity and reconstituted as a division of the new Corporation.

The company continued to form new subsidiaries and to re-combine its operating divisions. Many of these reflect the company's attempts to find new niches in the educational marketplace. In the 1970s, the Corporation explored an entirely different market by purchasing several racquet clubs and other recreational properties. In the 1980s, several large chains of college book and supply stores were acquired. 

In 1993, the Corporation moved its headquarters to a building owned by one of its divisions, Follett Campus Resources, at 2211 West Street in River Grove, Illinois. 

The Follett family sold the business in 2022.

Scope and Content

This section of the Follett Collection comprises 2.85 linear feet spanning the years 1861 to 2008 with some undated records. These records include ledgers, financial statements, tax returns, wills, executor documents, obituaries, correspondence, clippings, Christmas cards, photos, histories, genealogical information, and copies of a family Civil War diary.

Notes

Arrangement:
The collection is arranged into fourteen (14) series. Within series one through eleven (1-11), each focuses on records that relate to one Follett family member – though some records overlap. Series twelve (12) relates to group family photographs. Series thirteen (13) includes information and charts relating to Follett family genealogy. Series fourteen (14) includes ephemeral objects that relate to the family or the business.

Separations: Duplicates of Final Account of Executors

Series 

Series 1: C.W. Follett, 1879-1958. Boxes 1-3
This series contains non-financial and estate records of C.W. Follett including correspondence, clippings, celebratory books, tax returns, account information, ledgers, wills, and executor documents.

Series 2: Charles N. Follett (Laddie), Undated. Box 3
This series includes photos.

Series 3: Dawn Schumann, 2020, Undated. Box 3
This series includes a memoir and a photograph.

Series 4: Dwight Follett, 1959-1993. Boxes 3-4
This series includes clippings, a manuscript, oral histories, Christmas cards, and biographical information.

Series 5: Edythe Follett, 1951. Box 4
This series includes the memorial book from Edythe’s funeral.

Series 6: Garth Follett, 1989, Undated. Box 4
This series includes Garth’s obituary and company-wide notice of his passing.

Series 7: Joseph Follett, 1861-1907. Box 4
This series includes a 201 file.

Series 8: Nathaniel Follett, 1861-1914. Boxes 4-5
This series includes discharge papers, correspondence, civil war diary copies, and a photo.

Series 9: Robert D. Follett, 1933-1958, Undated. Box 5
This series includes correspondence, a Red Cross Membership card, and life insurance information.

Series 10: J.R. Follett, 1961-1993. Box 5
This series includes correspondence, clippings, a speech, biographical materials, Christmas cards, and a photo.

Series 11: Seth Benepe, Undated. Box 5
This series includes a photograph.

Series 12: Group Photographs, Circa 1909-Circa 1944, Undated. Box 5
This series includes group photographs of Follett family members.

Series 13: Family Genealogy, 1972-2008, Undated. Box 5
This series includes a family directory, family trees, and other genealogical information.

Series 14: Ephemera, Undated. Box 6
This series includes objects that relate to the family and their business, such as mugs, bookmarks, a miniature gavel, a stylus, a branded coaster, an oversized wooden clothespin, and calendar materials.
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	Box
	Folder
	Title
	Dates
	

	
	
	Series 1: C.W. Follett, 1879-1958
	
	

	
	
	Sub-Series 1A: Non-Financial, 1879-1951 
	
	

	1
	1
	C.W. Follett Master's Diploma
	1879
	

	1
	2
	Spanish American War Photo
	1898
	

	1
	3
	Christmas Book to C.W. Follett
	1934
	

	1
	4
	Correspondence
	1943
	

	1
	5
	Birthday Book
	1948
	

	1
	6
	Anniversary Book
	1951
	

	1
	7
	Clippings
	1951
	

	
	
	Sub-Series 1B: Estate, 1912-1958
	
	

	1
	8
	Passbook
	1912-1916
	

	1
	9
	C.W. Follett Checkbook
	1913-1927
	

	1
	10
	Will
	1951
	

	1
	11
	Death Certificate
	1952
	

	1
	12
	Gift Tax Return
	1952
	

	1
	13
	Household Books
	1952
	

	1
	14
	Medical and Funeral Bills
	1952-1953
	

	1
	15
	Inventory
	1952-1954
	

	1
	16
	Executor Bank Account Documents
	                                                      
	

	1
	17
	Life Insurance
	1940-1953
	

	
	
	
	
	

	2
	1
	Re-valuation Wilcox and Follett Assets
	1940-1956
	

	2
	2
	Correspondence
	1952-1956
	

	2
	3
	Income Tax
	1952-1956
	

	2
	4
	Final Account of Executors
	1957
	

	2
	5
	Tax Returns
	1921-1957
	

	2
	6
	Notes for Accounts
	1952-1957
	

	2
	7
	Cash Records
	1952-1957
	

	
	
	
	
	

	3
	1
	Balance Statements
	1953-1957
	

	3
	2
	Ledgers
	1952-1958
	

	3
	3
	Ledgers Cash
	1952-1958
	

	3
	4
	Stocks
	1952-1958
	

	3
	5
	C.W. Follett Estate - Trial Balances
	1952-1958
	

	
	
	Series 2: Charles N. Follett (Laddie), Undated 
	
	

	3
	6
	Photos
	Undated
	

	
	
	Series 3: Dawn Schumann, 2020, Undated 
	
	

	3
	7
	"Dawn's Stories" Memoir
	2020
	

	3
	8
	Dawn and Mary Follett
	Undated
	

	
	
	Series 4: Dwight Follett, 1959-1993, Undated 
	
	

	3
	9
	Dwight Follett Portrait
	Circa 1921
	

	3
	10
	Clippings
	1959
	

	3
	11
	Antarctica Manuscript
	Ca. 1960
	

	3
	12
	Christmas Books
	1961-1992
	

	3
	13
	Dwight and Milly Follett Oral History Transcript
	1988
	

	
	
	
	
	

	4
	1
	Yesterday When I Was Younger Oral History Book
	1989
	

	4
	2
	Yesterday When I Was Younger Oral History Book
	1989
	

	
	3
	Obituary
	1993
	

	4
	4
	Biographical Information
	1993, Undated
	

	
	
	Series 5: Edythe Follett, 1951 
	
	

	4
	5
	Memorial Book
	1951
	

	
	
	Series 6: Garth Follett, 1989, Undated 
	
	

	4
	6
	Garth Follett Death Announcement
	1989
	

	4
	7
	Garth Follett Obituary
	1989
	

	4
	8
	Scrapbook Pages From Garth Follett Family Branch
	Undated
	

	
	
	Series 7: Joseph Follett, 1861-1907 
	
	

	4
	9
	Joseph Follett 201 File
	1861-1866, 1890-1891, 1897, 1905-1907
	

	
	
	Series 8: Nathaniel Follett, 1861-1914 
	
	

	4
	10
	Nathaniel Follett Discharge Papers and Correspondence
	1861-1865, 1914
	

	4
	11
	Copy of Civil War Diary of Nathaniel Follett
	Sept 1864-Jan 1866
	

	
	
	
	
	

	5
	1
	Civil War Diary of Nathaniel Follett Photocopies of Original
	Sept 1864-Jan 1866
	

	5
	2
	Civil War Diary of Nathaniel Follett Transcript
	Sept 1864-Jan 1866
	

	5
	3
	Nathaniel Follett and his Division
	Oct 13, 1864
	

	5
	4
	Civil War Diary Exhibit Items
	1865, 1912, Undated
	

	
	
	Series 9: Robert D. Follett, 1933-1958 
	
	

	5
	5
	Life Insurance
	1933
	

	5
	6
	Correspondence
	1938, 1957
	

	5
	7
	Red Cross Membership Card
	1958
	

	
	
	Series 10: Robert J.R. Follett, 1961-1993 
	
	

	5
	9
	Christmas Letters
	1961-1984
	

	5
	10
	Clippings
	1962-1993
	

	5
	11
	Speech
	1962
	

	5
	12
	Advisory Council
	1975
	

	5
	13
	Photo of Robert J.R. and Nancy
	1978
	

	5
	14
	Correspondence
	1979, 1981
	

	5
	15
	Biography
	1984
	

	
	
	Series 11: Seth Benepe, Undated 
	
	

	5
	16
	Seth Benepe Portrait
	Undated
	

	
	
	Series 12: Group Photographs, Circa 1909-Circa 1944, Undated 
	
	

	5
	17
	Childhood Photo of Dwight, Garth, and Robert Follett
	Circa 1909
	

	5
	18
	Robert J.R. Follett, Siblings, and Cousins
	Circa 1943-1944
	

	5
	19
	C.W. Follett and Family
	Undated
	

	5
	20
	Childhood Photo of Dwight, Garth, Robert, and Laddie Follett
	Undated
	

	5
	21
	Unidentified Couple
	Undated
	

	
	
	Series 13: Family Genealogy, 1972-2008, Undated 
	
	

	5
	22
	Follett Family Genealogy
	1972, 2002-2003, 2008, Undated
	

	5
	23
	Follett Family Ancestry
	1972, 1987
	

	5
	24
	Descendants of C.W. Follett
	1993
	

	5
	25
	Family Directory
	Circa 1997
	

	5
	26
	Follett Family Tree
	October, 2007
	

	
	
	Series 14: Ephemera, Undated 
	
	

	6
	
	Big Deals Oversized Wooden Clothespin
	undated
	

	6
	
	Bookmark - Professional Bookstore Management Services
	undated
	

	6
	
	Bookmark - The President's Association
	undated
	

	6
	
	Bookmark - Microsoft
	undated
	

	6
	
	Bookmark - Richard Hoffman Corporation
	undated
	

	6
	
	Branded Coaster
	undated
	

	6
	
	Kava Cup - Hawaii
	undated
	

	6
	
	Mini Gavel
	undated
	

	6
	
	Mug - Spirit of America Games
	undated
	

	6
	
	Stylus
	undated
	

	6
	
	Year-Long Calendar Materials
	undated
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