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Administrative History 

The Catholic Church Extension Society was established October 18, 1905, to 

serve the home missions, areas that lacked personnel, organization, and finances. The 

Extension Society has helped to build churches, educate and support clergy and 

seminarians, and has provided financial assistance for dioceses in the western and 

southern states as well as Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, and the Philippines.   

 

Scope and Content 

 

Series 1: Historical Letters and Documents, 1905-1960, Boxes 1-3  

The Catholic Church Extension Society historical letters and documents series comprises 

1.25 linear feet spanning the years 1905 to 1960 and include letters, telegrams, reports, 

by-laws, pamphlets, booklets, contracts, flyers, photographs, constitutions, drawings, 

appointments, and certificates. Materials are in English and Latin; letters in Latin often 

include English translations.  

 

Several folders are for materials on permanent loan to the Catholic Church Extension 

Society while the contents of several others are missing. Loans and missing documents 

are noted on the folders. 
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This series was received divided between documents in files with pink labels and those 

with turquoise labels. This division has been maintained, as has the order of materials in 

those divisions. 

 

 

Subjects:  

Kelley, Francis C. 

O’Brien, William D. 

Bryan, William Jennings 

Quigley, James E. Cardinal 

Ledvina, Emmanuel B. 

Mundelein, George Cardinal 

Stritch, Samuel Cardinal 

Mindszenty, Joszef Cardinal 

Pizzardo, Joseph Cardinal 

St. Pius X 

Pope Pius XI 

Pope Pius XII 

Cardinal Merry Del Val 

Catholic Church Extension Society 

Chapel Cars 

United States –Catholic – Missions 

Administration 

Articles of Incorporation 

By-Laws 
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Accession No.: UA1980.34 

Creator: Catholic Church Extension Society (1906- ) 
 

Box Folder Title Dates 

 

  “Pink” Files  

1 1 Archbishop James Quigley to CCES Board of 

Governors appointing President and clergy officers to 

St. Philip Neri Parish, Chicago 

n.d. 

1 2  Abstract of Title for church property signed by 

Edward F.  Hoban, Chancellor, Chicago 

Jun. 13, 1912 

 

1 3 Board of Governors Resolution Regarding 

Constitutions to be submitted to Holy See for 

canonical est. of CCES 

n.d. 

1 4 Fr. J. Freri, Dir. Soc. Propagation of Faith, NY to 

Archbishop J. E. Quigley re: CCES 

Apr. 23, 1906 

1 5 Rev. Francis C. Kelley, Pres., CCES to Archbishop 

James Quigley re: transfer of CCES to Chicago 

Dec. 17, 1906 

1 6 Archbishop James Quigley to Pope Pius X  [copy] Jul. 18, 1907 

1 7 Letter of appointment of Archbishop James Quigley to 

Rev. Wm. D. O’Brien to Assist Rev. F. C. Kelley, 

President of CCES 

 

1 8 Archbishop James Quigley to clergy & laity regarding 

appointment of Rev. Wm. D. O’Brien to CCES 

Jan. 27, 1908 

1 9 Rev. Francis C. Kelley CCES to Archbishop James 

Quigley re: Knighthood of St. Gregory for Mr. A. 

Petry 

Mar. 23, 1910 

1 10 Archbishop Wm. O’Connell to Rev. Francis Kelley 

occasion of O’C call to College of Cardinals 

Nov. 2, 1911 

1 11 Rev. Francis Kelley to Archbishop James Quigley  Aug. 25, 1911 

1 12 Rev. Alfred E. Burke,  President of Canadian 

Extension, to Rev. Francis Kelley 

Dec. 8, 1911 

1 13 Rev. Francis Kelley to Archbishop James Quigley Dec. 23, 1911 

1 14 Address of Archbishop James Quigley at the 2
nd

 

Missionary Congress in Boston, Mass. 

Oct. 20, 1913 

1 15 Various Letters 1912-1913 

1 16 Rev. Francis Kelley to Archbishop James Quigley Sept. 26, 1913 

1 17 Bishop Dennis Dougherty to Bishop Edmund Dunne; 

copy of Letter of Bishop Dunne to Bishop Dougherty 

Oct. 29, 1913; 

Nov. 3, 1913 

1 18 Rev. Francis Kelley to Archbishop James Quigley 

regarding papal honor for G. C. Hennessey 

Feb. 4, 1914 

1 19 Rev. Francis Kelley to Archbishop James Quigley Feb.6 & Mar. 

19, 1914 

1 20 Vry. Rev. Francis Kelley to Rev. W. W. Hume, 

Chancellor, Diocese of San Antonio w/ agreement 

between Srs. Of Divine Providence and Bishop Shaw. 

Also copy of furniture inventory of Seminary at 

Feb. 1, 1915 
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Castroville, Texas 

1 21 William Jennings Bryan, Secretary of State (USA) to 

Rev. Francis Kelley regarding Mexico [copy] 

Mar. 20, 1915 

1 22 Rev. Francis Kelley to Archbishop James Quigley and 

William Jennings Bryan, Secr. Of State (USA) 

Apr. 17, 1915 

1 23 John A. Lynch, Treasurer, CCES, to Rev. Francis 

Kelley [copies] 

Mar. – Apr. 

1915 

1 24 Student list of ordained clerics of St. Philip Neri 

Mexican Seminary, Castroville, Texas 

Jun. 1918 

1 25 Rev. E. B. Ledvina, VP CCES, to Archbishop George 

Mundelein; Capt. A. B. MacDonald to Rev Francis 

Kelley [copy] 

Feb. 21, 1919; 

Mar. 27, 1919 

1 26 Bishop Francis Kelley’s Report to Special Committee 

of CCES 

n.d. 

1 27 CCES Letterhead, Rookery Building, Chicago n.d. 

1 28 President Francis Kelley Annual Report 1909 

1 29 Circular letter to friends of Extension Ca. 1915 

1 30 Petition (& report) to Pope Pius X regarding the first 

five years of CCES activity 

Ca. 1915 

1 31 US Archbishops Annual Meeting at Catholic 

University, DC, meeting minutes 

Apr. 27, 1911 

1 32 CCES Board of Governors 6
th

 Annual Report Oct. 18, 1911 

1 33 “Facts about the Catholic Church Extension Society” 1911 

1 34 General Financial Tables for use of Board of 

Governors 7
th

 Annual Meeting 

Nov. 13, 1912 

1 35 Auditor’s Report prepared by John Mahony Dec. 31, 1909 

1 36 Board of Governors Special Committee Report on the 

Ways and Means to Promote cause of Home Missions 

Nov. 13, 1912 

1 37 Board of Governors Annual Meeting Nov. 8, 1922 

1 38 Letter to Missionary Priests of US on the occasion of 

the 10
th

 anniversary of Extension Magazine 

Sept. 1915 

1 39 Extension Magazine with text of telegram and letter of 

S. A. Baldus to Bishop Wm. O’Brien 

Apr., Jun. 

1906; Dec. 1, 

1948 

1 40 Francis C. Kelley Photos during his seminary 

education 

n.d. 

1 41 Signatures of Bishop William D. O’Brien n.d. 

1 42 George Cardinal Mundelein Coat-of-arms n.d. 

1 43 Constitution and By-Laws 1911, 1915 

1 44 Archbishop Paul Marella, Apostolic Delegate of Japan, 

to Bishop Wm. O’Brien 

Jan. 19, 1936 

1 45 Ode of Joseph McShea written on the occasion of 40
th

 

anniversary of bishop Wm. O’Brien assoc. with CCES 

Nov. 10, 1947 

1 46 Bd. of Governor’s resolution of Congratulations to 

Bishop O’Brien on his 40 years with CCES 

Nov. 17, 1947 

1 47 Rev. Harry C. Koenig, libn., St. Mary of Lake 

Seminary, to Bishop Wm. O’Brien and Rev. Thomas 

Reed regarding donation of books 

Feb. 16 & 23, 

1948 
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1 48 Bishop Emmanuel Ledvina to Bishop Wm. O’Brien re: 

resignation from See of Corpus Christi 

Jan. – Sept. 

1949 

1 49 First Mass Card of CCES n.d. 

1 50 CCES Coat – of – arms n.d. 

1 51 CCES Life Membership Certificate n.d. 

1 52 Articles of Incorporation  and By-laws , copies 1905 

1 53 Certified copies of 1905 Articles of Incorporation and 

By-Laws 

1932 

1 54 Letter to Rev. Edward P. Graham from President 

(Kelley) informing him of discontinuation of office of 

Gen. Secr. 

Dec. 1, 1906 

1 55 Mr. John J. McGrane to Rev. Francis P. Kelley Jul. 10, 1907 

1 56 Rookery Building room 738 contract for office railings Sept. 21, 1907 

1 57 Proposition of Rev. H. F. Roney for Assortment of 

Cheap Catholic Books 

n.d. 

1 58 Missionary Congress, Official Guide and Program 

Contracts; Century of Progress Exhibit Space Permit 

Oct. 10, 1908; 

May 4, 1933 

1 59 Memoranda of Donation of Bronze Bust of Christ to 

CCEs and donation of painting to VP of US Senate 

1908, 1941, 

1942 

2 1 Verification of 4% interest to be paid in balances of 

deposit in Euclid Ave. Trust Co., Cleveland 

Feb. 26, 1908 

2 2 Mr. John J. McGrane to Board of Governors of CCES 

re: Seminary at Hawthorne, NJ 

Jul. 14, 1908 

2 3 Letters of W. B. Prescott of Henry O. Shepard Co., 

Chgo. Re: agent in New York 

Sept. 1911 

2 4 Customer’s Contract, American Locomotive Co.  Nov. 5, 1913 

2 5 Kinemacolor Co. Agreement re: James Slevin Apr. 7, 1913 

2 6 Besta Accumulator Co. Contract Jan. 4, 1913 

2 7 Peter Kuntz, Sr. & CCES re: Chapel Cars, St. Peter, 

St. Paul 

Dec. 17, 1914 

2 8 Motor Car Chapel Saint Peter Inventory May 1, 1916 

2 9 Rev. E. B. Ledvina to Oblate Frs., Southwest province 

re: Mass Intentions 

Nov. 15, 1916 

2 10 Letter of Rev. E. B. Ledvina, VP & Gen’l Sec’y re: 

Bond Coupons past due for collection 

Nov. 13, 1918 

2 11 CCES & St. Benedict’s College contract Feb. 25, 1924 

2 12 American Seating Co. Contract Feb. 12, 1920 

2 13 Proposed Cleveland Plan n.d. 

2 14 Statement re: Calumny in True Voice (Catholic 

Newspaper, Omaha) regarding CCEs 

n.d. 

2 15 Bishop John Lancaster Spalding, Bishop of Peoria to 

pastors permitting CCES to gather funds in diocese 

n.d. 

2 16 Resolution of Bd. of Governors extending gratitude to 

Bishop D. J. Dougherty, Jaro, P.I., for his assistance in 

collecting funds for CCES 

n.d. 

2 17 Holograph letter of Samuel Cardinal Stritch to US 

Bishops announcing golden jubilee celebration of 

Aug. 11, 1953 
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Bishop Wm. O’Brien 

2 18 Historic Telegrams and Letters 1940-1952 

2 19 Assorted Materials 1921, 1940, 

1955, n.d. 

    

  “Turquoise” Files  

2 20 Papal Brief of St. Pius X to James E. Quigley 

establishing CCES [on permanent loan to CCES] 

Jun. 9, 1910 

2 21 Papal Brief of St. Pius X to James E. Quigley 

establishing CCES [copy] 

Jun. 9. 1910 

2 22 Congregation of Faith Secretary Letter to Francis C. 

Kelley 

Apr. 3, 1907 

2 23 Giovanni Bonzano, Rector, College of Propaganda, to 

Archbishop Quigley 

1907 

2 24 Copy of letter of approbation of Society signed by 

Pope Saint Pius X  [missing] 

Jun. 7, 1907 

2 25 Archbishop D. Falconio, Apostolic Delegate to FC 

Kelley 

Feb. 25, 1908 

2 26 Cardinal Merry Del Val to Archbishop JE Quigley  

[missing] 

Jun. 9. 1910 

2 27 Cardinal Merry Del Val to Archbishop to JE Quigley 

(copies) [missing] 

Jun. 9, 1910 

2 28 Brief of Pope St. Pius X to CCES: English translation Jun. 9 1910 

2 29 Sebastian Martinelli to Archbishop JE Quigley Feb. 14, 1911 

2 30 Cardinal Merry Del Val, Secr. Of State to Archbishop 

JE Quigley 

Oct. 2, 1911 

2 31 Archbishop JE Quigley to Secr. Of State, Cardinal 

Merry Del Val [copies] 

Nov. 2, 1911 

2 32 Archbishop JE Quigley to Cardinal Merry Del Val, 

Secr. Of State; Archbishop Alexander Christie, 

Portland, Oregon, to VR Francis C. Kelly [copies] 

Jan. 2, 1910; 

Nov. 22, 1911 

2 33 Secr. Of State, Cardinal Merry Del Val to Archbishop 

JE Quigley 

Nov. 21, 1911 

2 34 Cardinal Sebastian Martinelli to Archbishop JE 

Quigley; Cardinal Merry Del Val to Archbishop JE 

Quigley [with English translation] 

Dec. 14, 1911; 

Jan. 20, 1912 

2 35 Cardinal Merry Del Val, Secretary of State, Vatican to 

Archbishop Quigley [with English translation] 

Jan. 20, 1912 

2 36 Archbishop Thomas F. Kennedy, Rector, North 

American College, Rome, to Archbishop Quigley 

Jan. 7, 1912 

2 37 Cardinal Merry Del Val, Secretary of State, Vatican, to 

Rev. Francis C. Kelley; Rev. Francis C. Kelley to 

Cardinal Merry Del Val 

Jun. 17, 1914 

2 38 Archbishop John Bonzano, Apostolic Delegate, to 

Rev. Francis C. Kelley 

Jun. 6, 1917 

2 39 Cardinal Pietro Gasparri, Secretary of State, to 

Archbishop George Mundelein 

Apr. 12, 1919 
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2 40 Cardinal Nicholas Marini, Secretary of The 

Congregation of the Oriental Churches, to Archbishop 

George Mundelein 

Apr. 22, 1919 

2 41 Cardinal Pietro Gasparri, Secretary of State, to Msgr. 

William D. O’Brien 

Sept. 30, 1925 

2 42 Apostolic Brief of Pius XI to George Cardinal 

Mundelein on 25
th

 Anniversary of founding of CCES 

[original and copies of English translation] 

Aug. 5, 1930 

2 43 Copy of Encyclical Letter Acerba Animi of Pius XI, 

signed by Pope Pius XI  [missing] 

Sept. 29, 1932 

2 44 Raphael Charles Cardinal Rossi, Sacred Consistorial 

Congregation, to Bishop Wm. O’Brien 

Jun. 3, 1933 

2 45 Eugenio Cardinal Pacelli, Secretary of State, to bishop 

Wm. O’Brien 

Jun. 22, 1933 

2 46 Eugenio Cardinal Pacelli, Secretary of State, to Bishop 

Wm. O’Brien [originals and English translation] 

Sept. 6, 1933 

2 47 Eugenio Cardinal Pacelli, Secretary of State, to Bishop 

Wm. O’Brien [original and English translation] 

May 1, 1934 

2 48 Letters for the Holy Father, Cardinal Merry Del Val, 

and other documents [empty] 

n.d. 

2 49 Letters from the Holy Father, Cardinal Merry Del Val, 

and other documents [empty] 

n.d. 

2 50 Pope Pius XII to Archbishop Samuel A. Stritch of 

Chicago 

Sept. 28, 1940 

2 51 Confirmation letter of Cardinal Raphael Charles Rossi, 

Sacred Consistorial Congregation, to Bishop Wm. 

O’Brien extending appointment as President of CCES 

[copy] 

Feb. 21, 1942 

2 52 Luigi Cardinal Maglione, Secretary of State, to Bishop 

Wm. O’Brien 

Jan. 11, 1943 

2 53 Msgr. Domenico tardini, Secretariat of State Office, to 

Bishop Wm. O’Brien 

Jan. 28, 1946 

2 54 Giovanni B. Montini, Secretariat of State Office, to 

Bishop Wm. O’Brien 

Aug. 10, 1946 

2 55 Giuseppe Cardinal Pizzardo letter and elegy to Bishop 

Wm. O’Brien 

Dec. 18, 1947 

2 56 Jozsef Cardinal Mindszenty and his secretary to 

Bishop Wm. O’Brien 

Jan. 2, 1948 

2 57 Msgr. Giovanni B. Montini, Secretariat of State office 

to Bishop Wm. O’Brien 

Apr. 27, 1949 

2 58 Certificate of Ad Limina visit to Pius XII; Certificate 

of visit to Basilica of St. Paul’s Outside the Walls 

Aug. 9, 1949; 

Aug. 19, 1949 

3 1 Giuseppe Cardinal Pizzardo to Bishop Wm. O’Brien Dec. 19, 1949 

3 2 Biglietto (notice) of appointment to see Pope Pius XII 

in audience 

Jul. 19, 1950 

3 3 Giuseppe Cardinal Pizzardo to Bishop Wm. O’Brien Apr. 14, 1951 

3 4 Msgr. Giovanni B. Montini, Secretariat of State office Apr. 17, 1951 
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to Bishop Wm. O’Brien 

3 5 CCES Report 1905-1910, signed by William D. 

O’Brien 

1910 

3 6 Coat of Arms of Pope Pius XII Apr. 14, 1939 

3 7 Raphael Charles Rossi, Sacred Consistorial 

Congregation, to Bishop Wm. D. O’Brien 

Feb. 21, 1942 

3 8 James Cardinal McGuigan to Bishop William O’Brien Oct. 4, 1950; 

Dec. 12, 1950 

3 9 Msgr. Giovanni B. Montini, Secretariat of State office, 

to Bishop Wm. O’Brien 

Oct. 8, 1951 

3 10 Adeodato Giovanni Cardinal Piazza, Secr. Of 

Consistorial Congregation to Bishop Wm. O’Brien 

Oct. 10, 1951; 

May 23 1952 

3 11 Archbishop Amleto Cicognani, Apostolic Delegate, to 

Archbishop Wm. D. O’Brien 

Nov. 14, 1951 

3 12 Pietro Cardinal Fumason-Biondi, Congr. of the 

Propagation of the Faith, to Bishop Wm. O’Brien 

Nov. 25, 1951 

3 13 Giovanni B. Montini, Secretariat of State office, to 

Bishop Wm. O’Brien 

Dec. 17, 1951 

3 14 Joseph Cardinal Pizzardo and Giovanni B. Montini, 

Secr. Of State office, to Wm. D. O’Brien 

Dec. 20, 1951; 

May 6, 1952 

3 15 Bishop Ralph L. Hayes (formerly of Helena, Mont.) to 

Bishop Wm. D. O’Brien 

Oct. 8, 1935 

3 16 Samuel Cardinal Stritch to Bishop Wm. O’Brien 

appointing him as President of CCES for 5 years 

Dec. 4, 1947 

3 17 Msgr. Giovanni b. Montini, Secr. of State office, to 

Very rev. Richard Ackerman, National Director of 

Pontifical Work of Holy Childhood [copy] 

Aug. 28, 1950 

3 18 Episcopal Lineage of Hierarchy in US  Apr. 1941 

3 19 Appointments and Honors conferred on Bishop Wm. 

O’Brien by the Holy See [copies] 

1920-1952 

3 20 Raphael Charles Cardinal Rossi, Secr. of Consistorial 

Congregation, to Bishop Wm. O’Brien 

Oct. 27, 1947 

3 21 Joseph Cardinal Pizzardo, Congr. Of Seminaries and 

Universities, to Bishop Wm. O’Brien  

May 17, Jun. 7, 

Aug. 8, 1951 

3 22 Archbishop Amleto Cicognani, Apostolic Delegate, to 

Bishop Wm. O’Brien 

May 10, 1952 

3 23 Joseph Cardinal Pizzardo, Congr. Of Seminaries and 

Universities, to Bishop Wm. O’Brien 

Jan. 20 & 21, 

1953 

3 24 Giovanni b. Montini, Secretariat of State office, to 

Bishop Wm. O’Brien 

Feb. 2, 1953 

3 25 Joseph Cardinal Pizzardo, Congregation of Seminaries 

& Universities, to Bishop Wm. O’Brien 

Mar. 20, 1940 

3 26 Joseph Cardinal Pizzardo to Bishop Wm. O’Brien Apr. 3, 1940 

3 27 Giovanni B. Montini, Pro-Secretary of State, to Bishop 

Wm. O’Brien 

Jun. 13, 1953 

3 28 Joseph Cardinal Pizzardo to Bishop Wm. O’Brien on 

the occasion of golden sacerdotal anniversary and 

Jul. 7, 1953; 

Jul.24, 1953; 

Aug. 19, 1953 
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copy of letter of Bishop O’Brien to Cardinal Pizzardo. 

Also telegram copies 

3 29 Letter of Pope John XXIII addressed to Albert 

Cardinal Meyer, Chancellor of CCES [on permanent 

loan to CCES] 

Feb. 8, 1960 

    

    

    

    

 

 
 

 

 

 

 


