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Biographical Sketch 
Imogene King was a pioneer in nursing theory development.  Her Conceptual 

Framework for Nursing and subsequent Theory of Goal Attainment have been influential 
to the practice of several generations of nurses.  Dr. King, born on January 30, 1923 in 
West Point Iowa, received her diploma in nursing from the St. John Hospital School of 
Nursing in 1945.  She continued on with her education taking both her Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing and her Master of Science in Nursing at St. Louis University in 1948 
and 1957 respectively. She obtained her Ed.D from Teacher’s College, Columbia 
University in 1961.  From there she became a professor at Loyola University in Chicago 
from 1961 to 1966 returning again to develop the Masters in Nursing program from 1972 
to 1980.  It was during this time that King was actively involved in developing her 
theories that have been so influential to the profession of nursing.  From 1966 to 1968, 
Dr. King served as the Assistant Chief, Research Grants Branch, Division of Nursing in 
Washington, D.C. under Dr. Jessie Scott.  In 1968, Dr. King assumed the role of the 
Director of the Nursing School at Ohio State University until 1972, at which time she 
returned to Loyola University Chicago leaving there in 1980 to complete her academic 
career at the University of Southern Florida in 1990.   

In addition to her academic career, Dr. King spoke at local, regional, national and 
international conferences on her theory and various topics, as well as continuing to share 
her wisdom with undergraduate and graduate students by helping them understand and 
use her theories.  Dr. King was an active member in the Florida Nurses Association, the 
American Nurses Association, and Sigma Theta Tau.  Dr. King also had a keen interest in 
the history of nursing, history of nursing education and in nursing informatics.  She 
developed courses, manuscripts and spoke widely on these topics.  Near the time of her 
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death in 2007, Dr. King had plans to publish a memoir entitled “Eyewitness to Nursing 
History 1942-2000”; however it was never written when Dr. King passed away in St. 
Petersburg, Florida on December 24, 2007. 

Scope and Content 
The Imogene King Papers addendum 1 consist of 12.75 linear feet spanning the 

years of 1954-2007 and includes published and unpublished manuscripts; speeches; 
lecture notes; awards; papers; correspondence; photographs, slides, transparencies and 
videos.  The collection has been arranged chronologically within series.    

Series 1:  Biographical, 1960-2007, undated. Box 1 
This series contains King’s student papers; transcripts; calendars; evaluations; 

certificates; cards; curriculum vitae; and newsletters. 

Series 2:  Correspondence, 1929-2007, undated. Boxes 1-3 
This series contains correspondence with various people. Subjects include 

K.I.N.G. International; University of South Florida; Florida Nurse’s Association; and 
manuscripts. . 

Series 3:  Speeches and Conferences, 1962-2007, undated. Boxes 3-4 
Series 3 contains speeches, outlines, and notes. Subjects include “The Changing 

Role of the Professional Nurse Providing Care for You”; “Functions of Theory”; “Theory 
of Goal Attainment”; “The Information Age and Waves of Change”; and the “Impact of 
Nursing Knowledge on Healthcare Informatics”. 

Series 4: Humor in Nursing, 1978-2003, undated. Box 4 
This series includes articles, cartoons, newspaper clippings, quotations, and 

speeches on humor for both the workplace and therapeutic use in nursing 

Series 5:  Teaching and Course Materials, 1958-2005, undated. Box 5 
This series includes notes, transparencies, and syllabi. Subjects include the 

theoretical basis of nursing practice, information and communication theory, nursing 
science, curriculum and evaluation in nursing, research methods, and concept 
development.   

Series 6:  Theory (Development of King’s Conceptual Framework and 
theory), 1956-2005, undated. Boxes 5-7 

This series contains lecture and meeting notes, manuscripts, research notes, 
articles, and transparencies. Subjects include General Systems Theory;  Theory of Goal 
Attainment;  the concepts of health, pain and role; King’s “World View”; and nursing as 
a science, theory. 

Series 7:  History of Nursing and Nursing Education, 1960-2002, 
undated. Box 8 

This series includes notes, manuscripts, bulletins, and articles. Subjects include 
the Report of Nursing and the Goldmark Report; “History of Nursing”; “History of Men 
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in Nursing”; the American Association for History of Nursing; and the Center for 
Nursing Historical Inquiry. 

Series 8:  King’s Manuscripts: Published and Unpublished, 1966-2006, 
undated, Boxes 9-10 

This series contains published and unpublished manuscripts by King.  In addition 
the series includes articles about King’s theory from other authors. 

Series 9:  Nursing Informatics, 1964-1997, undated, Boxes 10-11 
This series includes articles, manuals, speeches, and proceedings. Subjects 

include the University of Maryland Summer Institute in Nursing Informatics, nursing 
informatics and nomenclature. 

Series 10:  American Nurses Association and Sigma Theta Tau, 1960-
2005, Boxes 11-12 

This series contains newsletters, proceedings, bylaws, notes, awards, and 
correspondence. Subjects include the American Nurses Association (ANA) and Sigma 
Theta Tau. 

Series 11:  Reference Articles/Materials and King’s Random 
Handwritten Notes, 1986-2006, undated, Boxes 12-13 

Series eleven contains articles and notes on subjects ranging from nursing 
shortage facts, telehealth, stroke, nursing technology and neuroscience, and the 
relationship between faith and reason.   

Series 12:  Audio-Visual: Photographs, 1986-2006, undated, Box 13 
This series contains photographs, trip diaries, and postcard memory books. 

Subjects include a European trip in 1954, Tokyo, Sweden, Alaska, the Panama Canal, and 
Disney world 

Subjects 
King, Imogene 
Theory of Goal Attainment 
General Systems Theory 
History of Nursing 
History of Nursing Education 
Nursing Informatics 
Nursing Science 
Theory Development 
Concept Development
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Accession No.: UA2008.35 
Creator: King, Imogene (1923-2007) 

Box Folder Title Dates 
Series 1:  Biographical, 1960-2007, undated 

1 1 
King doctoral student paper "Annotated Bibliography:  Organization & 
Administration in Graduate Education" 1960 

1 2 
King doctoral student paper "Review of Development and Present Status of 
Nursing Education" 1960 

1 3 
King doctoral student paper "Research in Nursing:  Role of the Teacher and 
Research" 1961 

1 4 
King doctoral student paper "Review of Literature: Teacher Education for 
Nursing" 1961 

1 5 King doctorate transcript from Teacher's College, Columbia University 1961 

1 6 King's Calendar at Ohio State University 1969-1971 

1 7 King Evaluation and Work Accomplishments at Ohio State University 1971 

1 8 
King Evaluation and Work Accomplishments at University of South 
Florida  1981-1986 

1 9 Court Case Ruling 1990 

1 10 King Continuing Education Certificates 1997-2003 

1 11 
King Honors from Japan; Who's Who in American Education; Who's Who 
in American Women 2000-2003 

1 12 King 80th Birthday Cards 2003 

1 13 King's CV 2005 

1 14 Nursing Alumnae News:  St. John's Hospital School of Nursing 2006 

1 15 King's CV 2007 

1 16 Cards Undated 

1 17 King's CV Undated 

Series 2:  Correspondence, 1979-2007, undated 

1 18 Correspondence re: NCSBN expansion 1979 

1 19 Correspondence with colleagues 1986-2003 

1 20 Correspondence with Pam Husting re: article of Pam's (article included) 1997 

1 21 Correspondence related to K.I.N.G. International  1998-2002 
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1 22 
Correspondence at University of South Florida; includes committee 
meeting minutes and agendas 1983-2002 

1 23 Correspondence with Laurel Boyd re: dissertation work 1999-2002 

1 24 
Correspondence with students regarding King's conceptual framework and 
theory 1999-2003 

2 1 
Correspondence with Mavra Kear re: submission of manuscript "Survey of 
Health Behavior Using the Internet" 2000 

2 2 Correspondence with students 2000-2001 

2 3 
Correspondence with Karen Egenes and Susan Swatsa re: items for LUC 
Archives 2001-2002 

2 4 Correspondence with Florida Nurse's Association (FNA) 2001-2003 
2 5 Correspondence with colleagues 2001-2007 

2 6 Correspondence with colleagues 2002 

2 7 Correspondence with students 2002 

2 8 Correspondence with American Nurses Association (ANA) 
2002, 
undated 

2 9 
Correspondence regarding manuscript "Through a Nursing Lens" based on 
a dissertation (included) 2002 

2 10 Correspondence from Sherry McGowan re: end-of-life issues 2003 

2 11 Correspondence regarding recommendation for Debra Danforth 2003 

2 12 
Correspondence with Pat Quigley re: Article "King's Theory of Goal 
Attainment:  Applied to Interdisciplinary Team Process" 2003 

2 13 Correspondence with Mary Killeen re: collaborative efforts 2003-2007 
2 14 Correspondence with colleagues 2003-2007 

2 15 Correspondence with Florida State Legislators 2004 
2 16 Correspondence with students 2004 

2 17 Correspondence with Mary Killeen re: collaborative efforts 2004-2007 

3 1 Correspondence with students 2005 

3 2 Correspondence re: manuscript reviews 2005-2006 

3 3 
Correspondence re:  dissertation of Christine Benz Smith using King's 
Conceptual framework 2006 

3 4 Correspondence re: St. John's Mercy notes 2006 
3 5 Correspondence with Beryl Pinkington 2006 

3 6 Correspondence with Sigma Theta Tau re: convention 2007 
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3 7 Correspondence re: requests to use diagrams and ideas of I. King 2007 

3 8 Correspondence and notes re: King's papers to LUC Archives 2007 

Series 3:  Speeches and Conferences 1963-2007, undated 

3 9 
Speech to LU Alumni "The Changing Role of the Professional Nurse in 
Providing Care for You" 1963 

3 10 
Speech , Key Note "Functions of Theory" to University of Hawaii and 
again at the Midwest Research Conference 1980 

3 11 Speech, "Theory of Goal Attainment" to Theory Conference, Pittsburgh 1985 

3 12 
Speech, "King's Theory of Goal Attainment for Nursing" in Edmonton, 
Canada 1985 

3 13 
Speech, "The Information Age and Waves of Change" to Sigma Theta Tau 
Induction, Clemson University 1995 

3 14 
Speech, "A Challenge and Vision for Nurses for Tomorrow" at the Jessie 
Scott Lecture, ANA Convention 1996 

3 15 
Manuscript/outline for a Speech, "A Theoretical Basis for Informatics" 
includes correspondence 1996-1997 

3 16 
Speech, "Nursing:  Community-health Center for the Future"  to Idaho 
Nurse's Association 1997 

3 17 
Speech/Manuscript "The Impact of Nursing Knowledge on Healthcare 
Informatics", Stockholm, Sweden 1997 

3 18 6th International Congress on Nursing Informatics, Stockholm, Sweden 1997 

3 19 
Speech, "Research, Technology and Nursing Informatics" in Wilmington, 
N.C. for Sigma Theta Tau 1998 

3 20 Speech/Outline for Theory Conference 1999 

3 21 Speech and Notes on K.I.N.G. Education Conference, Troy, Michigan 1999 

3 22 Speech to Theta Epsilon Chapter of STTI with correspondence and notes 2000 

3 23 
Speech, Keynote "Nursing: STTI, Past, Present, and Future Nursing 
Research" at FSU STTI Research Day 2000 

3 24 
Speech, "The How and Why of King's Developed Conceptual System and 
Theory of Goal Attainment" to Palm Beach Community College 2001 

3 25 Speech for honors and awards at Lynn University with correspondence 2001 

3 26 Palmer Research Symposium at LU, honoring I. King 2001 

3 27 Speech, "The Art of Forecasting" to the FNA 2001 

3 28 
Speech, "Present Issues and Predictions for the Future, Selected Issues", 
East Tennessee State University 2001 
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4 1 Speech at the FSU Graduation 2002 

4 2 
Speech/notes, "Theory of Goal Attainment and EBP" at the 1st Magnet 
Conference, Tampa, Fl. 2003 

4 3 Speech, "Treasured Stories:, Nurses' Week, Tampa, FL. 2003 

4 4 Notes and materials for Florida's 1st Magnet Research Conference 2003 

4 5 Speech presentation to Holy Cross Hospital, Ft. Lauderdale, Fl. 2004 

4 6 Speech to Sigma Theta Tau, Delta Beta Chapter 2004 

4 7 Speech, Graduation Ceremony at St. Pete's College 2004 

4 8 Speech, "King's Conceptual System' to Miami Children's Hospital 2004 

4 9 Speech/outline "Evidence-Based Healthcare Systems Process Outcome" 2004 

4 10 Speech to Banner Health Nursing Symposium - Keynote Speech 2004 

4 11 Speech, "Presenting the Theory of Goal Attainment" St. Pete College 2004 

4 12 Speech to FNA summit with correspondence and notes 2004 

4 13 
Speech "Panel Presentation on King's Theory" at Sigma Theta Tau by 
members of K.I.N.G. 2005 

4 14 Speech/guest lecture on "Theory of Goal Attainment" University of Tampa 2005 

4 15 
The Future of Nursing Education Conference, Vanderbilt University, with 
correspondence 2005 

4 16 2006 Invitational EBP Roundtable "The King Theory and EBP" 2006 

4 17 
Speech "Nursing Knowledge: Looking Back, Moving Forward", Summit 
on EBP, San Antonio, Tx. 2007 

4 18 
American Academy of Nursing, correspondence and conference 
information, includes expert panel on theory guided practice 2007 

4 19 
Speech, notes and information form the Educator's EBP Workshop with 
correspondence. 2007 

4 20 
USF College of Nursing, Concept Validation Conference with 
transparencies Undated 

4 21 Speech on Human Rights Undated 

4 22 Speech, no title, no location Undated 

Series 4: Humor in Nursing 1978-2003, undated  

4 23 
Articles about humor, both in the workplace and the therapeutic use of in 
nursing 

1978-1990, 
undated 

4 24 "Nurses for Laughter Organization", Oregon Health Sciences University 1983 
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4 25 Speech/Humor N.C. Conference 1984 

4 26 
Speech/Humor "NFL" presented to St. Petersburg Nursing Education 
Metropolitan Hospital 1984 

4 27 Speech/Humor "NFL" presented to District 13, FNA 1989 

4 28 Speech/Humor FNA Nurse's Week 1997 

4 29 Speech/Humor American Red Cross Luncheon 2003 

4 30 Humor - cartoons, clippings and transparencies Undated  

4 31 Humorous and serious quotations for speeches Undated  

4 32 Notes on Humor Undated  
    

  Series 5: Teaching and Course Material 1958-2005, undated  

5 1 Theoretical basis for nursing practice - course notes and transparencies  158-1990s 

5 2 Using King's model to guide development of graduate education in nursing 1970's 

5 3 Course materials:  information and communication theory 1973 

5 4 Course materials: nursing science 1988 

5 5 Course Syllabi: Advances in Nursing Science 1998 

5 6 Course notes:  Curriculum and Evaluation in Nursing 2001 

5 7 Course Syllabi 1998-2002 

5 8 Course Material: Loyola University Seminar for Doctoral Students 2003 

5 9 Transparencies for concepts, knowledge, theory Undated  

5 10 Course/lecture notes on theory and theory development, includes concepts Undated  

5 11 Course materials: research methods and process with transparencies Undated  

5 12 Course materials on various topics with transparencies Undated  

5 13 Course materials: developing concepts Undated  
5 14 Theory transaction transparencies Undated  

5 15 Curriculum and Instruction transparencies Undated  
    

  
Series 6: Theory (development of King's Conceptual Framework 

and Theory) 1956-2005, undated  

5 16 
Argyris, Chris "Diagnosing Human Relations in Organizations:  A Case 
Study of a Hospital" 1956 

5 17 Von Bertalanffy, Ludwig "General Systems Theory 1956 
5 18 Notes on General Systems Theory 1969-1972 
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5 19 Systems Research 1971 

5 20 
General Systems Theory: lecture notes, meeting notes, manuscripts relating 
to  and articles on  early 1970s 

5 21 "Transactional Inquiry: Description of Systems: Undated  

5 22 Attitudes related to hospital system planning model Undated  
    

6 1 King's Theoretical Framework for Nursing 1970 

6 2 
Kuhn, Albert "Social Interaction: Intersystem Analysis of Humans" with 
King's notes 1975 

6 3 King's Theory of Goal Attainment in practice 1980s 

6 4 
Information for King's theory in the 21st century and speeches associated 
with 2003-2004 

6 5 
Theory of Goal Attainment/concept of health and correspondence with 
Hensley Department of Health 2003 

6 6 King's Goal Attainment Scale 2005 

6 7 King's Measurement Project with transparencies Undated  

6 8 Transparencies for Theory of Goal Attainment Undated  

6 9 
King's theory used in community health nursing, includes manuscript and 
various articles Undated  

6 10 Samples of student work referencing King's theory Undated  

6 11 Theory of Goal Attainment/concept of decision making transparencies Undated  
    

7 1 King's notes on Conceptual Frameworks in Nursing 170-1974 

7 2 Concept of Health with transparencies Undated  

7 3 Concept of Pain Undated  

7 4 Concept of Pain, research on and transparencies Undated  
7 5 Concept of role Undated  
7 6 Concept analysis nursing articles for reference Undated  

7 7 Mullins, Nicholas C. "The Art of Theory Construction and Use" 1971 

7 8 Transparencies on theory 1980s 

7 9 King's notes on theory and articles related to theory Undated  

7 10 King's "World View" Undated  

7 11 Nursing Theory and Philosophy of Science Articles  Undated  

7 12 Nursing's scientific movement notes and essays with transparencies 1979-1989 

7 13 Nursing articles related to theory of nursing knowledge and science Undated  
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7 14 Nursing as a science with transparencies Undated  

7 15 Notes, papers, articles on nursing as a science Undated  
    

  
Series 7: History of Nursing and Nursing Education, 1960-2002, 

undated  

8 1 King's notes on the report of Nursing Education and the Goldmark Report 1960 

8 2 King's unpublished manuscript of the "History of Nursing" 1964 

8 3 Sample of students work on the "History of Men in Nursing" 1964 

8 4 Teaching and instructional materials for the History of Nursing 
1969, 
undated 

8 5 Research Mission College of Nursing - historical overview by King 1980-1990 

8 6 
Donahue, M. Patricia "Nursing and Illustrated History" with inscription by 
King 1986 

8 7 American Association for the History of Nursing - includes bulletins 1999-2002 

8 7 
The Center for Nursing Historical Inquiry - includes bulletin "Windows in 
Time" 1999-2002 

8 8 Research on the History of Nursing Research with articles Undated  

8 9 Reference articles for Historical Methodology  and research Undated  

8 10 
History of Nursing - Organization/theory development/ studies with 
transparencies Undated  

8 11 Primary sources for history of nursing and nursing education Undated  

8 12 
Bibliography note cards  pertaining to the history of nursing and nursing 
education Undated  

    

  
Series 8:  Imogene King's Manuscripts - Published and Non-

published 1966-2006, undated  

9 1 Unpublished chapter for a book "The Educational System and Nursing" 1966 

9 2 Rejected Publication " The Professional Status of Nursing - Reappraisal 1969 

9 3 Book idea/chapter - Developing the General System Theory of Nursing 1971 

9 4 
Rejected Manuscript - "A Theoretical Basis for Nursing Informatics" 
includes reference articles and several drafts of the manuscript 1998 

9 5 
Drafts of book chapter - "21st Century: King's Structure, Process, 
Outcome:  includes correspondence 2004-2006 

9 6 
Correspondence and notes regarding book "Evidence-Based Healthcare: 
System, Process, Outcome" 2006 
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9 7 
Proposal for book idea "Eyewitness to Nursing History, 1942-2000" - 
includes correspondence with publishers Undated  

9 8 Notes and clippings for articles and lectures Undated  

9 9 
New book idea (never published) "Anthology of King's Unpublished 
Speeches" Undated  

9 10 
Notes for manuscript "Criteria for Evaluating a Profession" includes 
reference article "Professional Status of Nursing" Undated  

9 11 Published manuscripts "Toward the Future in Nursing Research"  1968 

9 12 
Manuscript for AJN "A Theory of Transactions:  Application to Nursing" 
includes correspondence 1979-1980 

9 13 Publication:  "Evidence Based Nursing Practice" 2000 

9 14 
Publication for Encyclopedia and Dictionary of Medical, Nursing & Allied 
Health "Window" 2002 

9 15 
Materials and draft for chapter in a book about King "Pivotal Moments in 
Nursing:  Leaders Who Changed the Path of the Profession" 2006 

9 16 Article for NSQ on Adversity - probably King's last scholarly work 2007 

9 17 
Manuscript "Use of King's Conceptual System, Nursing Informatics and 
Nursing Classification Systems for Global Communication 2007 

9 18 
Manuscript "King's Conceptual System, Theory of Goal Attainment and 
Transaction Process in the 21st Century" 2007 

    

10 1 Manuscripts of King articles and chapters in books Undated  

10 2 Manuscript by King "Measuring Health Goal Attainment in Patients Undated  
10 3 Articles by and/or about King Undated  
    

  Series 9: Nursing Informatics 1964-1997, undated  

10 4 Computer Information Systems articles 1964-1967 

10 5 Reference Manuals on Nursing Informatics and Nomenclature 1989-1999 
10 6 Nursing Informatics - classification system, PowerPoint's and articles 1995-1997 

10 7 
International Classification for nursing practice "Unifying Framework of 
Nursing Informatics 1996 

10 8 Reference article for Nursing Informatics 1997 

10 9 
University of Maryland summer institute in nursing informatics; includes 
speech presented there 1997 

    

11 1 
University of Maryland summer institute in nursing informatics; 
conference binder 1997 
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11 2 Nursing classification system/informatics Undated  

11 3 Reference articles pertaining to nursing informatics and nomenclature Undated  

11 4 Nursing Informatics - Home Health Care Classification Undated  

11 5 Reference articles pertaining to nursing education and informatics Undated  
    

  
Series 10:  American Nurses Association (ANA) and Sigma Theta 

Tau 1960-2005  

11 6 
Historical Documents from the ANA: committee on current and long term 
goals (1960); ANA position statement on CNS role (1974) 1960-1974 

11 7 ANA materials; newsletters, statements etc. 1997-1998 

11 8 ANA convention badges 2000s 
    

12 1 Summary of the proceedings of the ANA House of Delegates 2001 

12 2 ANA Constitutional Assembly 2002 
12 3 Proposed ANA Bylaws, revisions and related documents 2002 
12 4 ANA Hall of Fame Award 2004 
12 5 Induction into the ANA Hall of Fame 2004 
12 6 ANA convention delegate 2004-2005 

12 7 Sigma Theta Tau "A Day with Imogene King, Scholar, Educator, Theorist" 2001 
12 8 Sigma Theta Tau newsletter and limited correspondence 2005 
    

  
Series 11:  Reference Articles/Materials, and random 

handwritten notes of King 1986-2006, undated  

12 9 Reference material "14 Points of Management" based on Deming Model 1986 
12 10 Reference:  Nursing Shortage Facts  1988-2001 
12 11 Reference:  Outcomes in Healthcare 1990 
12 12 Various Nursing Articles for Reference 1992-2006 
    
13 1 Reference articles related to telehealth 1997-1998 
13 2 Article by Pope John II on the relationship between faith and reason 1998 

13 3 Reference article on nursing education in the new millennium 2001-2003 

13 4 Reference article about strokes 
2001, 
undated 

13 5 Reference article on nursing technology and neuroscience 2003-2006 

13 6 Reference articles related to the internet Undated  

13 7 Epistemology Notes Undated  
13 9 News clippings - hand hygiene Undated  

13 10 King random notes Undated  
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13 11 King random notes Undated 

13 12 King random notes Undated 

Series 12:  AV - King Photographs 1954-1996, no date 

13 13 Photographs and Diaries of European Trip 1954 
13 14 Postcard booklets from European Trip 1954 

13 15 Photographs from King's trip to Disneyworld 1993 
13 16 Photographs from King's trip to Alaska 1994 

13 17 Photographs from King's trip to Alaska 1994 
13 18 Photographs from King's trip to Sweden 1996 

13 19 Photograph's from King's trip to Sweden Undated 
13 20 King loose photographs Undated 
13 21 King photographs from Tokyo Undated 

13 22 King photographs from USF annual Commencement Undated 

13 23 
King photographs from cruise through the Panama Canal with Judy and 
Jack Davies Undated 
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