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Joseph S. Pendergast, S.J., Papers 
Dates: 1924-1993, Undated (bulk 1941-1981) 
Creator: Pendergast, Joseph S. (1923-1995) 
Extent:   2.75 linear feet 
Level of description: Folder 
Processor & date: E. Nyden, 2012; updated by K. Young, 2022 
 
Administration Information 
Restrictions:  Box 6 is restricted 
Copyright: Copyright is retained by Loyola University Chicago. 
Citation: Loyola University Chicago. Archives & Special Collections. Joseph S. Pendergast, S.J., 
papers, 1924-1993, Undated. Box #, Folder #.   
Provenance: Received 16 June 1995. Transferred by R. L. Bireley, S.J., of the Loyola Jesuit 
Community at Ignatius House. 
Separations: Class notes, personal confidential files, and university space committee records (1957-
1979) were removed upon receipt. 
See Also:  
 
Biographical Sketch 
Joseph S. Pendergast, S.J., was born in Chicago on November 26, 1923, to Charles and Mary 
Pendergast. He attended Loyola Academy, graduating in 1941 and then entered the Society of Jesus. 
He was ordained in 1954.  He received his A.B. in 1946 and a M.A. in Classical Languages in 1950 
from St. Louis University, before earning a Ph.D. in Classical Philosophy in 1961 from the 
University of Illinois. Father Pendergast taught Classical Studies and held administrative 
appointments at a number of Jesuit educational institutions including St. Ignatius High School in 
Chicago, Xavier University in Cincinnati, and Loyola University Chicago. 
 
During his time at Loyola University Chicago, Father Pendergast served as a professor of Classical 
Studies, Assistant Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences (1960-1961), Dean of the College of Arts 
and Sciences (1961-1964), and Chairman of the Department of Classical Studies (1972-1978).  
Within the Department of Classical Studies, he served as Graduate Program Director (1970-1978), 
Undergraduate Program Advisor (1985-1995), and Honors Program Advisor (1985-1995).  Father 
Pendergast specialized in Greek and Latin literature, ancient world mythology, the writings of Greek 
and Roman historians, and Ancient Greek and Roman religion.  Among his publications were The 
Philosophy of History of Pompeius Trogus (1961) and numerous articles. 
 
Father Pendergast passed away on May 3, 1995 at Loyola University Medical Center in Maywood. 
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Scope and Content 
The Joseph S. Pendergast papers consist of 2.75 linear feet spanning the years 1924-1993 (bulk 1941-
1981) and consist of correspondence, lecture notes, class exams, sermons, and translations of medical 
texts. Subjects covered are include Loyola University Chicago, St. Ignatius College, retreats, College 
of Arts and Sciences, Classical Studies, Correspondence Study Division, and classes. Languages 
include English, Latin and Greek. 
 
Arrangement is chronological. 
 
Series 
Series 1: Personal, 1944-1991, Undated. Box 1 
This series includes correspondence, notes, photos, and publications relating to Fr. Pendergast’s time 
at Loyola Academy, Milford Novitiate, and as a Jesuit. 
 
Series 2: Sermons and Retreats, 1941-1967, Undated. Boxes 1-2 
This series includes sermons, notes, and schedules. 
 
Series 3: Teaching, 1924-1989, Undated. Boxes 2-3 
This series includes lecture notes, course descriptions, lesson plans, evaluation templates, outlines, 
vocabulary sheets and class handouts relating to Fr. Pendergast’s teaching at St. Ignatius High School 
and Milford. Some class materials are in Greek or Latin. 
 
Series 4: Loyola University Chicago, 1962-1980, Undated. Boxes 3-5 
This series includes meeting minutes, handbooks, cv’s, reports, correspondence, translations, lesson 
plans, outlines, lecture notes, and exams. 
 
Series 5: Restricted, 1976-1993, Undated. Box 6 
This series includes correspondence, transcripts and exams. 
 
 
Subjects  
Loyola University Chicago 
St. Ignatius High School (Chicago, IL) 
Jesuits 
Arts and Sciences, College of 
Classical Studies 
Correspondence Study Division 
Faculty 
Sermons 
Retreats 
Lecture notes 
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Accession No.: UA1995.11 
Creator: Pendergast, Joseph S. (1923-1995) 
 
Box Folder Title Dates   

Series 1: Personal, 1944-1991, Undated 
 

1 1 Correspondence 1964-1991 
1 2 1331 Albion Convent 1944 
1 3 Loyola Academy, Class of 1941 Golden Jubilee - 

Correspondence & Notes 
1991 

1 4 Loyola Academy, Class of 1941 Golden Jubilee - 
Photos 

1991 

1 5 Milford Novitiate 1964-1964 
1 6 Jesuit Bulletin vol. 18 no. 4 1954 
1 7 25 years a Jesuit by James Crates, S.J. 1989 
1 8 Ignatian Charism Days 1989     
  

Series 2: Sermons and Retreats, 1941-1967, 
Undated 

 

1 9 Sermons and Notes 1946-1963 
1 10 Sermon Materials, Printed 1954, 1960, 

Undated 
1 11 Sermon Notes Undated 
1 12 Carrying the Cross Undated 
1 13 Heaven and Grace Undated 
1 14 Reminiscing Undated 
1 15 Spiritual Exercises Undated 
1 16 Spiritual Theology, Jesuit Theology - Notes Undated 
1 17 Week of Repatriation, Sermon Notes Undated 
1 18 Unidentified Sermon Undated 
1 19 8-Day Retreat - Schedules Undated 
1 20 Forty Hours Retreat Notes Undated 
1 21 Father Herzog's Retreat 1952 
1 22 Three Day Retreat Notes 1956 
1 23 Sacred Heart Devotion 1941, 1952, 

1953, 1955, 
1967, Undated 

2 1 Devotion to the Sacred heart of Jesus 1953 
2 2 Exhortation - on the Blessed Virgin 1954 
2 3 Apostleship of Prayer Undated 
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2 4 Fatima Undated 
2 5 Fourteenth Biennial Conference Undated 
2 6 Institute in Christian Spirituality Undated 
2 7 Mystical Body Undated 
2 8 Third Mode of Humility Undated 
2 9 Smack on the Nose Undated     
  

Series 3: Teaching, 1924-1989, Undated 
 

2 10 Peterson, SJ, G.C. "Cicero's First Oration Against 
Catiline" &  "Cicero's Oration for Archias the Poet" 

1933, 1945 

2 11 Giunta, SJ, A.F. "Cicero’s Fourth Oration Against 
Catiline" 

1935 

2 12 Course Descriptions and Lecture Notes 1945-1989 
2 13 Lesson Plans Undated 
2 14 Lecture: Infant Baptism in the Councils, Ancient, 

Medieval, Modern 
Undated 

2 15 St. Ignatius High School 1949, Undated 
2 16 St. Ignatius High School, Student Evaluation 

Templates 
1954 

2 17 St. Ignatius High School - Seminar on Roman Life & 
Civilization 

Undated 

2 18 Course: Roman Life - Outline & Notes 1946, Undated 
2 19 Course: Roman Life - Outlines & Lecture Notes Undated 
2 20 Milford Novitiate: Sophocles "The Electra" exam Undated 
2 21 Milford Juniorate - Syllabus for First-Year Latin 1941 
2 22 Latin Program at Milford Novitiate 1955, Undated 
2 23 2A Greek Class - Translation 1964 
2 24 2B Greek: Oedipus Tyrannus 1965 
2 25 Course: Greek Drama in Translation  1967, Undated 
2 26 Greek: First Lessons in Kaegi Undated 
2 27 Greek Exercises, Kaegi II Undated 
2 28 First Olynthiac of Demosthenes - Syllabus & Outline Undated 
2 29 Film: Oedipus Rex Undated 
3 1 Ancient Greek Vocabulary Sheets Undated 
3 2 Ancient Greek Vocabulary Sheets Undated 
3 3 Ancient Greek Vocabulary Sheets Undated 
3 4 Aeschylus "Septem Contra Thebas" - Vocabulary & 

test papers 
Undated 

3 5 A Vocabulary to the Medea of Euripides Undated 
3 6 Vocabulary for the First Philippic Undated 
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3 7 "Minimum Essentials in Passive Latin Vocabulary" 1924 
3 8 Manual for "Cicero's First Oration" 1933 
3 9 Homer's Iliad Vocabulary - Book 1 1947 
3 10 Latin Conversation Aids 1964, Undated 
3 11 Plato's Republic - Vocabulary, #327-539 1966 
3 12 Knoepfle, SJ, R.J. "The Infallible Aid to Vergil's 

Aeneid" 
Undated 

3 13 The Bearing of Latin Composition on a command of 
English 

Undated 

3 14 T. Macci PlautI - Vocabulary Undated 
3 15 Vocabulary: Due Captivi - Plautus Undated 
3 16 Vocabulary: Tacitus, Histories, I Undated 
3 17 Annals of Tacitus, Book X Undated 
3 18 Class Handouts Undated     
  

Series 4: Loyola University Chicago 
 

  
Classical Studies Department 

 

3 19 College of Arts & Sciences - Dean Search 1973 
4 1 Classics Department Meeting minutes 1978 
4 2 Faculty Handbook 1979-1980 
4 3 Classics Department CV's Undated 
4 4 Graduate Program Handbook 1968-1978 
4 5 Ph.D. Program Evaluation (1 of 2) 1972-1977 
4 6 Ph.D. Program Evaluation (2 of 2) 1977-1979 
4 7 Paul Scheller - Ph.D. Undated 
4 8 Other University Ph.D. Programs 1980     
  

Medical Text Translations, 1962-1981, Undated 
 

4 9 Correspondence with the American Medical 
Association 

1962-1966 

4 10 Grant Application for Department of Health, 
Education, and Welfare 

1965 

5 1 Translations of Medical Texts 1965 
5 2 Xerox Copy of "Theoria Medicarera" Undated 
5 3 Xerox Copies of Translated medical Texts Undated     
  

Correspondence Study Division 
 

5 4 Greek 132: Lesson Plans Undated 
5 5 Greek 303: Greek Composition 1975-1976 
5 6 Outline - Greek Drama Undated 
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5 7 History of the Greek and Roman Theatre Undated 
5 8 Classical Studies 322: Classical Mythology Undated 
5 9 Latin 325: The Oration of Cicero 1976 
5 10 Greek 3236: Xenophon Undated 
5 11 Classics 321 - The Classical Epics Undated 
5 12 Greek 131: Elementary Greek I 1981 
5 13 Greek 132: Elementary Greek II 1981 
5 14 Greek 132: Elementary Greek II Undated 
5 15 Greek 267: An Introduction to the New Testament 

Greek 
1979 

5 16 Greek 267: An Introduction to New Testament Greek 1979 
5 17 Latin 288: Vergil Undated 
5 18 Classics 322: Classical Mythology 1975 
5 19 Classics 322: Classical Mythology 1977 
5 20 Classics 322: Classical Mythology 1977 
5 21 Classics 327: Classic Theatre 1974 
5 22 Aristophanes, Final Examination Undated 
5 23 Sophocles, Final Examination Undated 
5 24 Sophocles - Exams Undated     
  

Series 5: Restricted 
 

6 1 Oikonomides, Al 1976, 1978, 
Undated 

6 2 Correspondence on Ph.D. Candidate 1976-1980 
6 3 Correspondence on Ph.D. Candidate 1980-1981 
6 4 Student Transcripts 1977 
6 5 Student Exams 1992-1993 
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