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DEMOCRACY, CULTURE AND CATHOLICISM
INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH PROJECT

                   Project Description

THE CONTEXT
Successive waves of democracy have swept the world since the 20th century, launching affected states into new citizen experiments with self-government, competitive elections, equal opportunity, expanded civil rights, deeper cultural tolerance, and broader freedom of expression.  Such events gained particular momentum in the predominantly Roman Catholic countries of Eastern Europe and Latin America in the waning years of the Cold War.  At the same time, the traditionally democratic states of Western Europe and North America (most with sizable Catholic populations) became more deeply divided over the place of religion and morality in democratic politics.  More recently, controversial democratic movements have emerged in Muslim states across a wide geographic band from North Africa to East Asia--each state including a Roman Catholic minority.

THE QUESTIONS
This worldwide increase in democratic practices raises fundamental questions: What is causing democratization around the world?  What are its effects on not only a society’s political and legal practices, but also practices such as education, communication, artistic expression, family life, economics, and health care?  What impact has it had on the lives of women, children, and minorities?  Is the social experience of democratization largely positive?  Is religion advancing or challenging democratization?  For Roman Catholics, the questions go further: what responses are faithful Catholics--and Church leaders--making to this worldwide development?  How should Catholics respond?  For people working in Jesuit educational institutions or engaged in Jesuit-supported evangelization programs, the questions are immediate and practical: how are Jesuit institutions and programs around the world responding to democratic movements?  What responsibilities do Jesuit institutions, programs and the people supporting them have toward democratization in the contemporary world?
THE PROJECT

The Joan and Bill Hank Center for the Catholic Intellectual Heritage (CCIH) at Loyola University Chicago (LUC) is privileged to launch a new international research project focused on this contemporary phenomenon of democratization.  The Democracy, Culture and Catholicism International Research Project (DCCIRP) will assemble a group of thirty research scholars from Eastern Europe, East Asia, South America, and North America for a three-year study of democratization and culture, with special focus on Catholic responses and responsibilities to this phenomenon.  Each participant will be encouraged to approach this broad topic from the perspective of their own cultural context, their own scholarly field, and their own specific research interest.  To insure interdisciplinary dialogue, an equal number of qualified scholars will be drawn from the humanities, social sciences, and professional schools (e.g. social work, education, business, communication, law). 

THE PARTICIPANTS

The cohort of thirty research scholars selected to participate in DCCIRP will be from four locations and their scholarly fields will be evenly represented across the three broad academic areas noted above.  Nine scholars will be from Loyola University Chicago. Three scholars will be from partnering North American Jesuit institutions of higher education.  Six scholars each will come from the following international locations:  Vilnius, Lithuania (affiliated with the Lithuanian Jesuit community and/or Vilnius University), Lima, Peru (affiliated with Universidad Antonio Ruiz de Montoya) and Yogyakarta, Indonesia (affiliated with Sanata Dharma University).  Each participant is encouraged to submit an application for a Research Project Award by January 19, 2010 and have it reviewed for approval by the CCIH Advisory Board by the end of February 2010.

THE GOALS

The primary goal of DCCIRP is the publication of a high quality volume of international, interdisciplinary scholarship linked to the contemporary experience of democratization and culture, with special focus on Catholic responses and responsibilities.  Another important goal of the project is to form, maintain, and grow an intellectual relationship between scholars affiliated with Jesuit organizations and institutions of higher education across four continents.  Finally, it is hoped that the work of CCIH will be found attractive to the international participants so that the future development of similar centers may be entertained at each location. 
THE TIMETABLE

The application deadline for DCCIRP research projects is January 19, 2010.  CCIH will inform applicants of the decision on their application by the end of February 2010.  Each approved applicant from Loyola University Chicago and from the partnering Jesuit universities will be expected to attend the Chicago Workshop in June 2010, a regional colloquium in 2011, and the Rome Conference in 2012.  At least two approved applicants from each of the international locations will also be expected to attend the Chicago Workshop.  Each approved international scholar will also be expected to attend their regional colloquium in 2011 and the Rome Conference in 2012.
YEAR ONE

 Chicago Workshop

From June 9-12, 2010, CCIH will host a Workshop at Loyola University Chicago attended by the nine approved LUC scholars, the three approved scholars from partnering North American Jesuit universities, and at least two approved scholars from each of the three international locations.  The purpose of this workshop will be for the scholars to meet and discuss four topics: the nature of each approved DCCIRP research projects, the distinct issues democratization is raising in the North American and the three international contexts, the positions Catholic populations and leaders appear to be taking in response to democratization in the North American and the three international contexts, ideas for the organization and design of the 2011 regional colloquia.  

The overall goal of DCCIRP’s first year is to form an international group of approximately 30 scholars who will begin their research projects addressing issues in democracy, culture, and Catholicism, representing concerns within the humanities, the social sciences, and professional schools.  So formed, DCCIRP will go forward in a manner that is solidly international and intentionally designed for real interdisciplinary dialogue between the participant researchers. 

YEAR TWO 

Regional Colloquia
On separate dates between May and August of 2011, each of the three groups of DCCIRP international scholars will host a public, three-day regional colloquium on Democracy, Culture and Catholicism at their home institutions (Vilnius University in Vilnius, Lithuania; Universidad Antonio Ruiz de Montoya in Lima, Peru; and Sanata Dharma University in Yogyakarta, Indonesia).  The purpose of these regional colloquia will be to have each resident DCCIRP scholar publicly present a draft of their research project.  These resident DCCIRP scholars will be joined at each location by three DCCIRP scholars from LUC and one DCCIRP scholar from a partnering North American Jesuit University.  These scholars will also present drafts of their research projects at the regional colloquia.

An added feature of the regional colloquia will be public presentations from two local leaders of Jesuit educational institutions and evangelization programs.  These leaders will offer reflections on their own experience of democratization as administrators of Jesuit educational institutions and directors of Jesuit evangelization in their regions.  The DCCIRP scholars will join in discussion with these local leaders, bringing their scholarly research on contemporary democratization in direct dialogue with the concrete experiences of local leaders.  The regional colloquia will be organized by the research scholars at each international location and hosted by their home institutions, with assistance from CCIH and LUC’s Office of International Programs.  

The primary goal of DCCIRP’s second year is to facilitate each scholar’s ongoing research.  Given the unique nature DCCIRP, that facilitation will very intentionally include interdisciplinary dialogue between participant researchers and a solid exchange of international experiences between the regional DCCIRP scholars and their North American DCCIRP counterparts.
YEAR THREE

Rome Conference
In June 2012, the three-year DCCIRP will culminate in a ten-day gathering in Rome which will include a four-day academic conference.  Here, the entire group of thirty DCCIRP scholars from Vilnius, Lima, Yogyakarta, Chicago and the partnering North American Jesuit universities will present and discuss their final papers.  Paralleling the regional colloquia, public presentations will be given by two international leaders of Jesuit educational institutions and evangelization programs.  Again, these leaders will offer reflections on their experience of democratization as administrators of Jesuit educational institutions and directors of Jesuit evangelization effort worldwide and the research scholars will engage them in discussion.  Support for the Rome Conference will come from CCIH, LUC’s Office of International Programs, and Fr. Michael Garanzini, S.J., President of Loyola University Chicago.  The conference will also enjoy the support of the Society of Jesus’ Curia Generalizia in Rome.
The goals of DCCIRP’s third year include: bringing each DCCIRP scholar’s research to completion; engaging an international audience of Catholic intellectuals, education administrators, and leaders in Church mission in discussion over the questions raised and results gained by the DCCIRP; preparing the DCCIRP research papers for publication. 
