Brief Timeline of African American History 1859-1906
· 1859—John Brown's raid. On October 16-17, John Brown raided the federal arsenal at Harper's Ferry, Virginia (today located in West Virginia). Brown's unsuccessful mission to obtain arms for a slave insurrection stirred and divided the nation. Brown was hanged for treason on December 2.
· 1859—The last slave ship arrives. During this year, the last ship to bring slaves to the United States, the Clothilde, arrived in Mobile Bay, Alabama.
· 1860—Abraham Lincoln elected president.
· 1863—The Emancipation Proclamation. President Abraham Lincoln's Emancipation Proclamation took effect January 1, legally freeing slaves in areas of the South in rebellion.
· 1863—New York City draft riots. Anti-conscription riots started on July 13 and lasted four days, during which hundreds of black Americans were killed or wounded.
· 1866—The Fourteenth Amendment. On June 13, Congress approved the Fourteenth Amendment to the U.S.  Constitution, guaranteeing due process and equal protection under the law to all citizens. The amendment would also grant citizenship to blacks.
· 1869—Fifteenth Amendment approved. The amendment would guarantee black Americans the right to vote.
· 1881—Segregation of public transportation begins with the state of Tennessee
· 1883—Civil Rights Act overturned. On October 15, the Supreme Court declared the Civil Rights Act of 1875 unconstitutional. The Court declared that the Fourteenth Amendment forbids states, but not citizens, from discriminating.
· 1890—On January 25, the militant National Afro-American League was founded in Chicago.
· 1892—161 Lynchings were recorded in this year.
· 1896—The Supreme Court decided on May 18 in Plessy v. Ferguson that "separate but equal" facilities satisfy Fourteenth Amendment guarantees, thus giving legal sanction to Jim Crow segregation laws.
· 1898—The National Afro-American Council founded on September 15.
· 1899-- A lynching protest. The Afro-American Council designated June 4 as a national day of fasting to protest lynchings and massacres.
· 1903—The Souls of Black Folk. W. E. B. Du Bois's celebrated book, The Souls of Black Folk, was published on April 27. In it, Du Bois rejected the gradualism of Booker T. Washington, calling for agitation on behalf of African American rights.
· 1905—On July 11-13, African-American intellectuals and activists, led by W. E. B. Du Bois and William Monroe Trotter, began the Niagara Movement.
· 1906-- Soldiers riot. In Brownsville, Texas on August 13, black troops rioted against segregation. On November 6, President Theodore Roosevelt discharged three companies of black soldiers involved in the riot.
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