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https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/breaking/ct-chicago-police-schools-contract-board-vote-20200624-
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Instructor: David Castro 
Fall 2021 / Loyola University Chicago 
Tuesdays & Thursdays / 8:00AM – 9:15 AM 
Cuneo Hall: room 117 
Email: dcastro@luc.edu 
Office Hours: By appointment  
Responsiveness:   You can expect a response to any emails within a 24-hour time  
    from when you send communication.  
Group or Class MTGS:  All but 2 course meetings will be held in-person  
 
Zoom link (If LUC pivots to remote):  https://luc.zoom.us/j/3179310095 
 
School of Education Commitment - COVID-19  
 
Loyola’s School of Education (SOE) recognizes that this is an unprecedented time. We 
understand that moving into the 2021-2022 academic year while living in the context of 
the COVID-19 pandemic may stir feelings of uncertainty, fear, or anxiousness. We want you 
to know that your safety, health, and well-being, as well as that of our faculty and staff, 
remain our primary concern. We want to be able to support you in any way that we can. We 
ask you to embody the Jesuit value of  Cura Personalis, or care for the whole person, as we 
prepare to learn together. We ask that you consider your way of being in this community, 
to act with care, and treat all with dignity to keep yourself and others safe.   If you are not 
feeling well, please use Loyola’s SYMPTOM Checker. It can be found on the webpage or APP 
Loyola Health under the COVID -19 Related Information Tab at the top of the page. 

https://www.luc.edu/sas/aboutus/missionvisionandvalues/
https://campushealth.luc.edu/loyolahealth/
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The University understands that you may encounter obstacles that make reaching 
academic goals more difficult. We strongly encourage you to access the Student Resources 
on  Loyola’s COVID-19 Response webpage for information, supports, and resources on 
basic needs such as housing, food, financial aid, and medical and mental health. This web 
page also offers information on official University communications, access to technology, 
and student services. All Loyola University Chicago administrators, faculty, and advisors 
are also here for you. 
  
The SOE is committed to working with all students to address any challenges that may 
arise during the semester. Please reach out to your professor as early as possible to discuss 
any accommodations you think may be necessary in order for you to successfully complete 
your coursework. Active and engaged communication with all of your professor is 
encouraged. We know the FALL 2021 Return to Campus will be like no other, but through 
collaboration, communication, and shared responsibility, we will not only get through this 
difficult time; we will thrive.  

*COVID-19 Required Personal Safety Practices: We all have a part to play in preventing 
the spread of COVID-19. Following a simple set of required personal safety practices can 
lower your own risk of being infected and can help protect others. All members of the 
Loyola community are expected to follow these practices while on any of the University’s 
campuses. Face masks or face coverings must be worn by all students, faculty, and 
staff while on any of Loyola’s campuses, when in the presence of others, in 
classrooms, and in public settings where other social distancing measures are 
difficult to maintain. Appropriate use of face masks or coverings is critical in minimizing 
the risks to others around you, as you can spread COVID-19 to others even if you do not feel 
sick. Please be sure to review all LUC REQUIRED Safety Protocols. 

*COVID-19 Reporting Protocol: In preparation for our upcoming semester, Loyola 
University Chicago’s Emergency Response Management team has been working to develop 
protocols in accordance with Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) guidelines 
that help ensure the health and safety of our community. Given the rising number of 
COVID-19 cases across our country, it is very likely that incidence within our community 
will occur in the fall. 
 
Students, faculty, and staff who have tested positive for COVID-19 must report their case to 
the University as soon as possible. If you have tested positive for the virus, please 
contact us at covid-19report@LUC.edu or by calling 773-508-7707. All COVID-19-
related questions or feedback should continue to be sent to covid-
19support@LUC.edu, not the new case reporting email address. 

Course Introduction 
 
In this course we will explore the development of urban education through the social, 
historical and political shaping of urban education policy and practice in the United States. 

https://www.luc.edu/coronavirus/?utm_source=luchomebanner&utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=coronavirus
https://www.luc.edu/returntocampus/healthandsafety/requiredpersonalsafetypractices.shtml
https://www.luc.edu/coronavirus/reportingprotocol/
mailto:covid-19report@LUC.edu
mailto:covid-19support@LUC.edu
mailto:covid-19support@LUC.edu
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We will gain a deeper understanding of the ways education policy shapes practice in 
American public schools through a combination of field experiences and scholarly 
reflection, often using Chicago as a touchstone for our inquiry and analysis.  
 
As you prepare for this course, consider some of the questions we will need to ask in order 
to understand what makes schooling in cities unique. What is urban education, exactly? 
Who is educated in urban schools? What differences are there in how various groups are 
educated, and why? Who educates urban students, and who educates which urban 
students? As we begin to answer these questions, we will investigate current issues and 
policies in urban education such as school choice, school closure, and standardized testing 
and equity initiatives, developing the ability to analyze the multiple and contested factors 
that influence urban education in the US.  
 
Learning Outcomes 
Gaining a basic understanding of urban education policy and practice. Developing the 
knowledge and understanding of urban education. Learning to apply course material to 
improve thinking, problem solving, and urban education policy analysis. Developing skill in 
expressing oneself orally or in writing.  
 
Assigned Texts 
The following texts are required for this course. They can be purchased at the Loyola 
University Bookstore, Lake Shore Campus, 6435 N. Sheridan Road. You can also order 
books online at www.luc-lsc.bkstr.com. Full text of the books can also be found online 
through LUC libraries website. 

 
● Cucchiara, M. (2013). Marketing schools, marketing cities: Who wins and who loses 

when schools become urban amenities. Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press. 
ISBN 022601682X.  

● Ewing, E. (2018). Ghosts in the schoolyard: Racism and school closings on Chicago's 
South side. Chicago, IL: The University of Chicago Press. 

● Phillippo, K. (2019). A contest without winners: how students experience 
competitive school choice. University of Minnesota Press. 
 

  
All other readings will be available as PDF documents on the ELPS 240 Sakai page, or are 
accessible via the internet (links are provided in the syllabus under Class Sessions). Please 
refer to the Class Sessions section of the syllabus for information on readings for each class 
meeting.  

 
Class Participation (20%) 
This is a discussion-based seminar. Each of us plays a role in collaborating towards a 
collective understanding of complex issues and ideas. We need you! To receive points for 
class participation you must be present, prepared (i.e. do the readings), and actively 
engaged. As students have a variety of learning styles, there will be opportunities for many 
kinds of engagement (i.e. individual reflection, small group work, large group discussion). 

http://www.luc-lsc.bkstr.com/
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Your attendance will count for 10% of the final grade and your participation will count for 
10%, for a total of 20% of the final course grade. If you are going to be absent from class, 
please notify me in advance. You will still be held accountable for all readings, assignments 
and course updates.  
 
Urban Schools in the News (5%) 
 
Urban education has become an increasingly “hot” news item. For this assignment, you will 
examine local media sources to find a particular article that is relevant to schooling in 
urban communities. For example, you may examine the recent legislation surrounding an 
elected school board or student activism relating to School Resource Officers (SROs) 
(https://thetriibe.com/2020/07/chicago-youth-activists-for-cops-out-cps-provide-
answers-to-questions-about-police-free-schools/). For the presentation, you will need to 
create a simple 1 pager to share with your colleagues. The 1 pager handout should include 
the article’s main points, connections to readings, and implications/questions on the future 
of urban schools. Upload your 1-pager to the designated folder (found in our Sakai) site no 
later than 12AM the night before your presentation.  
 

Template for Urban Schools in the News 1-pagers 
 

 

            
 

 

 
School Case Study Papers (20% total)  
There will be a total of two School Case Study papers that you will be expected to complete 
during this semester.  For each paper you will research one K-12 school within the city and 
pick three aspects of the school’s demographic information (school type, number of 
students, school organizational culture, safety, attendance, diverse learners, network, etc) 
to analyze. Once you have selected the three data points use our course concepts and 
readings to speculate why the data points may be what they are & situate the school within 
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the greater landscape of urban schooling. For example, you may choose to select a school’s 
current enrollment number, ethnic composition, and school type and connect it to readings 
on the disinvestment from neighborhood public schools and communities. 
 
Each paper should be 3-4 pages long, 1” margins, in Times or a similar font, and double 
spaced. Papers will be graded out of 10 points, with up to 4 points awarded for your 
development of connections between the data points and course content (both readings 
and discussions), up to 4 points awarded for the application of course content (the 
accuracy of your use of texts), and up to 2 points for editing and organization.  
 
You can locate Chicago Public Schools (CPS) through the following link: 
https://schoolinfo.cps.edu/schoollocator/index.html   
 
Important note: There are many types of schools within Chicago, not all schools are 
managed by CPS  
 
School case study Papers will be due on September 23rd and October 28th. 
 
Capital and Urban Schooling Paper (15%) 
The development of urban communities has been impacted by access to and distribution of 
capital. As wealth and poverty shift in the urban landscape, decisions about where to live 
and attend school are at the core of many families’ lives. This assignment will allow you to 
develop a deeper understanding of families’ experiences with Chicago Public Schools and 
will give you an opportunity to apply the knowledge you have gained about history, 
economy and privilege in urban schools to real, lived experiences.  
 
For this assignment, please read and analyze the article, How Rich Parents Can Exacerbate 
School Inequality: Fundraising efforts often give their kids an academic edge by Laura 
McKenna (accessed at: https://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2016/01/rich-
parents-school-inequality/431640/ ). How does McKenna’s article complicate school 
fundraising? In what ways do the various forms of capital manifest themselves in parental 
fundraising? In crafting your analysis, please use course readings to support your examples 
and argument. Criteria for grading include your development of a clear, coherent and well-
supported argument (4 points), clear examples of different forms of capital on the blog (4 
points), your use of course readings to inform your response (4 points) and the 
organization, clarity and editing of your writing (3 points). (8-10 pages) 
 
Capital and Urban Schooling Papers will be due on November 11th at 11:55 PM via Sakai.  
 
Midterm Exam (20%) 
The midterm exam will be a take-home exam. There will be three essay questions, from 
which you will choose one. Your response should be 5-6 pages and must include a 
reference list. Your essay will be graded on a 20-point scale. Criteria for grading include 
your development of a clear, coherent and well-supported argument (8 points), your use of 

https://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2016/01/rich-parents-school-inequality/431640/
https://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2016/01/rich-parents-school-inequality/431640/
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course readings to inform your response (8 points) and the organization, clarity and 
editing of your writing (4 points).  
 
Midterm exams will be distributed in-class on October 5th and will be due on October 12Th  
at 11:55 PM via Sakai.  
 
Final Paper & Presentation (20%) 
 
The final assignment is an opportunity to learn more about a topic of particular interest to 
you. For this assignment, you will draw on concepts and literature that we have explored in 
class and will extend your inquiry beyond the scope of our work together. For example, you 
may want to investigate recent budget shortages and cuts in Chicago Public Schools, or the 
implementation of SB100 (anti-suspension law) within the district. Once you have 
determined a topic, you will craft a research question and present your findings in class 
and in a final paper. There are three components to this assignment: 
 
1) Final Paper Topic & Question (ungraded). You will be required to submit your final 
paper topic via Sakai on November 11th at 11:55 PM. Your submission only needs to be a 
paragraph or two about the topic you intend to research and a proposed research question; 
it does not need to be a full paper. Although this assignment is ungraded (and, thus, may be 
ignored by some participants) you are encouraged to submit it in order to get feedback 
from the instructor. If you do not submit by the assigned date, you are not guaranteed 
timely feedback on your proposed topic.  
 
2) Final Presentation (5%). Please prepare a visual presentation about your final paper 
topic using PowerPoint, Prezi, or another presentation tool that is visually accessible to 
everyone in class. Your presentation should reflect your progress on your Final Paper and 
describe your research in its current state. The goal of the presentation is not to present a 
final product, but to present your work in progress. The Final Presentation should include: 

● Topic: A description of your final topic and how it connects to urban education, 
course readings and discussions, and school site visits (1 point) 

● Research Question(s): A description of your research question(s). What did you 
want to find out?  (1 point) 

● Research Process Description: How did you go about finding information? What 
kinds of sources did you use? (3 points) 

● Research Findings: A description of the information you found in your research 
process. You should look for and present this information thematically (i.e. look for 
patterns in your research) (3 points) 

● Questions & Discussion: What do your findings mean? What questions do you have 
for your colleagues as you move towards your final paper? (2 points) 

Final Presentations will occur in class December 14th and 19th . Presentation materials 
should be uploaded to Sakai the day before you present.  
 
3) Final Paper (15%). Your final paper should be 8-10 pages in length and should include 
the following items: 



ELPS 240: Urban Education Policy and Practice 
 

● Topic: A description of your final topic and how it connects to urban education, 
course readings and discussions, and school site visits (1 point) 

● Research Question(s): A description of your research question(s). What did you 
want to find out?  (1 point) 

● Research Process Description: How did you go about finding information? What 
kinds of sources did you use? (1 point) 

● Research Findings: A description of the information you found in your research 
process. You should look for and present this information thematically (i.e. look for 
patterns in your research) (3 points) 

● Discussion: The meaning of your findings for a) students and families, b) urban 
education practice, and c) urban education policy (2 points) 

● Organization and Clarity: Writing that reflects a clear research question, process and 
argument, and is effectively organized and edited.  (2 points) 
 
The final paper is due at 11:59 PM, December 19th on Sakai.  

 
Grading scale  
The grade ranges in terms of percentage are: 

93.0 to 100.0:  A 
92.0 to 90.0:    A- 
89.0 to 87.0:    B+ 
87.0 to 82.0:    B 
82.0 to 80.0:    B- 
79.0 to 77.0:    C 
77.0 to 70.0:    C- 
69 to 60:           D 
59 & below:     F 
 

Late work/Make-up Policy  
All assignment deadlines within this course will be responsive to the needs of individual 
students. In order to receive timely feedback on your writing, turning in assignments on 
the named due dates is optimal. Additionally, if you are having a difficult time making 
deadlines for assignments please do not hesitate to contact me, I am here to support your 
learning.  

SOE Vision 

The School of Education of Loyola University Chicago is a community that seeks to 
transform members to impact local and global communities through the principles of social 
justice. 

School of Education Mission 
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The School of Education at Loyola University Chicago, a Jesuit Catholic urban university, 
supports the Jesuit ideal of knowledge in the service of humanity. We endeavor to advance 
professional education in service of social justice, engaged with Chicago, the nation, and the 
world. To achieve this vision, the School of Education participates in the discovery, 
development, demonstration, and dissemination of professional knowledge and practice 
within a context of ethics, service to others, and social justice. We fulfill this mission by 
preparing professionals to serve as teachers, administrators, psychologists, and 
researchers who work across the developmental continuum, and by conducting research 
on issues of professional practice and social justice. 

Conceptual Framework and Conceptual Framework Standards  

Each syllabus is required to have a statement explaining how the SOE’s Conceptual 
Framework (CF)—Social Action through Education—is exemplified within the context of 
the particular course. As a part of this statement, faculty need to attend to how the course 
addresses diversity and the social justice mission of the School of Education.   

If the course(s) you are teaching houses a Core Assessment for one or more of the CF 
standards for your program area, it is critical that you include the CF standard(s) and 
describe how it weaves through the course and is assessed. For your reference: our 
conceptual framework is described here - www.luc.edu/education/mission/   

SOE Conceptual Framework Standards (CFS)  

• CFS1: Candidates critically evaluate current bodies of knowledge in their field.   
• CFS2: Candidates apply culturally responsive practices that engage diverse 

communities.    
• CFS3: Candidates demonstrate knowledge of ethics and social justice.  
• CFS4: Candidates engage with local and/or global communities in ethical and 

socially just practices.  

Dispositions  

All courses in the SOE assess student dispositions. As a result, your syllabus is required to 
have a statement describing which SOE dispositions will be assessed in the course: 
Professionalism, Inquiry, and Social Justice. Full transparency is critical to ensure that 
students are able to meet the expectations in this area. Please be sure to state the disposition 
or dispositions that are assessed in the course and direct students to where they can locate the 
rubric on LiveText. A description of how we use disposition data in the SOE is included in 
the SOE syllabus addendum.   

Syllabus Addendum Link  
https://www.luc.edu/education/academics/syllabi/ 
 

http://www.luc.edu/education/mission/
https://www.luc.edu/education/academics/syllabi/
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Smart Evaluation  

Towards the end of the course, students will receive an email from the Office of 
Institutional Effectiveness reminding them to provide feedback on the course. They will 
receive consistent reminders throughout the period when the evaluation is open, and the 
reminders will stop once they have completed the evaluation.  

• The evaluation is completely anonymous. When the results are released, instructors 
and departments will not be able to tell which student provided the individual 
feedback.  

• Because it is anonymous and the results are not released to faculty or departments until 
after grades have been submitted, the feedback will not impact a student’s grade.  

The feedback is important so that the instructor can gain insight in to how to improve their 
teaching and the department can learn how best to shape the curriculum.  

Dispositions  

All students are assessed on one or more dispositional areas of growth across our 
programs: Professionalism, Inquiry, and Social Justice. The instructor in your course will 
identify the dispositions assessed in this course and you can find the rubrics related to 
these dispositions in LiveText. For those students in non-degree programs, the rubric for 
dispositions may be available through Sakai, TaskStream or another platform. Disposition 
data is reviewed by program faculty on a regular basis. This allows faculty to work with 
students to develop throughout their program and address any issues as they arise.   

LiveText and Digication 

All students, except those who are non-degree, may have access to LiveText to complete the 
benchmark assessments aligned to the Conceptual Framework Standards and all other 
accreditation, school-wide and/or program-wide related assessments. You can access more 
information on LiveText here: LiveText.   

Digication is Loyola’s ONLINE portfolio platform. Many of the School of Education 
programs utilize Digication for Assessment and data collection to manage accreditation and 
licensure requirements. Your professor and Program chair will work with you to better 
understand submission requirements that are specific to courses and programs. 

*Privacy Statement  

Assuring privacy among faculty and students engaged in online and face-to-face 
instructional activities helps promote open and robust conversations and mitigates 
concerns that comments made within the context of the class will be shared beyond the 
classroom. As such, recordings of instructional activities occurring in online or face-to-face 
classes may be used solely for internal class purposes by the faculty member and students 
registered for the course, and only during the period in which the course is offered. 

http://www.luc.edu/education/admission/tuition/course-management-fee/
https://luc.digication.com/app/
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Students will be informed of such recordings by a statement in the syllabus for the course 
in which they will be recorded. Instructors who wish to make subsequent use of recordings 
that include student activity may do so only with informed written consent of the students 
involved or if all student activity is removed from the recording. Recordings including 
student activity that have been initiated by the instructor may be retained by the instructor 
only for individual use.  

Synchronous Meetings 
 
All but two course meetings will be held synchronously. The dates of asynchronous 
sessions are September 23rd and October 28th 
 
Student Participation  
 
This is a discussion-based seminar. Each of us plays a role in collaborating towards a 
collective understanding of complex issues and ideas. We need you! To receive points for 
class participation you must be present, prepared (i.e. do the readings), and actively 
engaged. As students have a variety of learning styles, there will be opportunities for many 
kinds of engagement (i.e. individual reflection, small group work, large group discussion). 
Your attendance will count for 10% of the final grade and your participation will count for 
10%, for a total of 20% of the final course grade. If you are going to be absent from class, 
please notify me in advance. You will still be held accountable for all readings, assignments 
and course updates.  

Class Conduct 
 
One important aspect of a Jesuit education is learning to respect the rights and opinions of 
others. Please respect others by (1) allowing all classmates the right to voice their opinions 
without fear of ridicule, and (2) not using profanity or making objectionable (gendered, 
racial or ethnic) comments, especially comments directed at a classmate.  

Student Support 

Special Circumstances--Receiving Assistance 

Students are urged to contact me should they have questions concerning course materials 
and procedures. If you have any special circumstance that may have some impact on your 
course work, please let me know so we can establish a plan for assignment completion. If 
you require assignment accommodations, please contact me early in the semester so that 
arrangements can be made with Services for Students with Disabilities (SSWD) 
(http://www.luc.edu/sswd/). 

*Center for Student Access and Assistance (CSAA)  

https://www.luc.edu/sswd/
http://www.luc.edu/sswd/
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Should you encounter an unexpected crisis during the semester (e.g., securing food or 
housing, addressing mental health concerns, managing a financial crisis, and/or dealing 
with a family emergency, etc.), I strongly encourage you to contact the Office of the Dean of 
Students by submitting a CARE Referral for yourself or a peer in need of 
support: www.LUC.edu/csaa. If you are uncomfortable doing so on your own, please know 
that I can submit a referral on your behalf.   

This link directs students to statements on essential policies regarding academic honesty, 
accessibility, ethics line reporting and electronic communication policies and guidelines. 
We ask that you read each policy carefully.   

This link will also bring you to the full text of our conceptual framework that guides the 
work of the School of Education – Social Action through Education.   

 
Course Site 
 
The ELPS 240 Sakai page is integral to your success in this course. Please make sure to 
access this page during the first week of class and contact the course instructor if you have 
difficulty accessing the page or its contents. You will need to refer to the Sakai page at least 
weekly in order to download readings, submit assignments and receive class updates.  
 
Course Requirements 
 
Each assignment for this course is designed to increase your awareness, understanding and 
ability to think critically about issues in urban education. The following is a summary of 
each assignment type, due dates and contribution to the overall course grade. All papers 
(including exams) must be double-spaced, 12-point font (Times New Roman, Cambria or 
Calibri, preferred), with 1” margins. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.luc.edu/csaa
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Class Calendar 
 

Date Readings & assignments  

Part 1: History and the Purpose of Urban Schools 

8/31 
 
 

Guiding Questions: What is urban education? What do I know about urban 
education? 
 
Course Introduction 
Course goals and expectations  

9/2 Guiding Questions: What are urban schools and who are they for? How have 
they changed over time? 
 
Milner, H. (2012). But what is urban education? Urban Education, 47(3), 556-
561. PDF posted on Sakai 
 
Rury, J. (2012). The historical development of urban education. In Gallagher, 
Goodyear, Brewer & Rueda (Eds.), Urban education: A model for leadership and 
policy (p. 8-19). New York, NY: Routledge. PDF posted on Sakai  
 
Watkins, W. H. (2001). Toward a Political Sociology of Black Education. In The 
White architects of Black education: Ideology and power in America, 1865-1954 
(9-22). Teachers College Press. PDF posted on Sakai 
 

9/7 Guiding Questions:  What are some factors that informed the development of 
urban education? How do these early forces manifest in current urban education 
policy and practice?  
 
Tyack, D.B. (1974). The one best system: A history of American urban education. 
Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press. Selected readings. PDF posted on 
Sakai 
 
Cohen, S. (1969). Urban school reform. History of Education Quarterly, 9(3), 298-
304.PDF posted on Sakai 
 
Rury, J (1999). Race, Space, and the Politics of Chicago's Public Schools: 
Benjamin Willis and the Tragedy of Urban Education. History of Education 
Quarterly, 39(2), 117-142. PDF on Sakai.PDF posted on Sakai 
 
How Integration Worked—and Failed—in Evanston , Whet Moser 
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https://www.chicagomag.com/city-life/March-2015/Evanston-School-
Integration/ 

Part 2: Urban Education and the Complexities of Urban Life 

9/9 Guiding Questions: What kinds of relationships exist between urban 
transformation and urban schools?  
 
Cucchiara, M. (2013). Marketing schools, marketing cities: Who wins and who 
loses when schools become urban amenities. Chicago, IL: University of Chicago 
Press. Introduction & Chapter 1.  Assigned text 
 
Ewing, E. (2018). Ghosts in the schoolyard: Racism and school closings on 
Chicago's South side. Chicago, IL: The University of Chicago Press. Chapter 2 
Assigned text 

9/14 Guiding questions: How do urban economic issues influence urban schools?  
 
Wilson, W.J. (2011). Understanding the emergence and persistence of 
concentrated urban poverty. In M. Chowkwanyun and R. Serhan (Eds), American 
democracy and the pursuit of equality. Boulder, CO: Paradigm Publishers (p. 117-
131).PDF posted on Sakai  
 
Boyd, R. (2020). School: To Open or Not To Open? That Is Not the Question, The 
Nation,  
 
https://www.thenation.com/article/society/school-open-safety-coronavirus/  
 

Darling-Hammond, L. (2019). Investing for student success: Lessons from state 
school finance reforms. Palo Alto, CA: Learning Policy Institute.  

Accessible online  

https://learningpolicyinstitute.org/sites/default/files/product-
files/Investing_Student_Success_BRIEF.pdf 

9/16 Guiding Questions: How does educational policy interact with the economics of 
education?  
 
Apple, M. W. (2007). Whose markets, whose knowledge? Sociology of education: 
A critical reader, 177-193.PDF posted on Sakai 
 
Cucchiara, M. (2013). Marketing schools, marketing cities: Who wins and who 
loses when schools become urban amenities. Chicago, IL: University of Chicago 
Press. Chapter 5. Assigned text 

https://www.thenation.com/article/society/school-open-safety-coronavirus/
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9/21 Guiding Questions: How does urban family wealth and poverty impact 
educational opportunity and attainment? 
 
Phillippo, K. (2019). A contest without winners: How students experience 
competitive school choice. University of Minnesota Press, Chapter 4 
 
Gorlewsk, J (2010). White Working-class high school students and resistance to 
neo-liberalism. In Porfilio, B. J., & Carr, P. R. (Eds.). Youth culture, education and 
resistance: Subverting the commercial ordering of life (57-74). Sense. PDF 
posted on Sakai 
 
 
Visit from Associate Professor Kate Phillippo 

9/23  Asynchronous session   
 
School Case Study Paper 
 
DUE: School Case Study Paper by 11:59 PM via Sakai 

9/28 
 

Guiding Questions: How “poor” are lower-income urban students? What do they 
lack?  
 
Esquivel, P. (2020). L.A. Latino, Black students suffered deep disparities in 
online learning, records show. 
 
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2020-07-16/latino-and-black-
students-hard-hit-with-disparities-in-their-struggle-with-online-
learning?fbclid=IwAR1UdIeY6dK8-iXYBeF7hE0sbpiL7FipwlYYFqpo1anGGmRY-
GLCqSVWFVA  
 
Pitts, W. (2011). Potentialities beyond Deficit Perspectives: Globalization, 
Culture and Urban Science Education in the Bronx. Cultural Studies Of Science 
Education, 6(1), 89-112.PDF posted on Sakai 

9/30 Guiding Questions: What will be the impact of COVID on learning? (REMOTE) 
 
Von Hippel, P. T. (2019). Is summer learning loss real? How I lost faith in one of 
education research's classic results. Education Next, 19(4), 8-15. Sakai 
 
Too Much Focus on ‘Learning Loss’ Will Be a Historic Mistake, By Stephen 
Merrill 
 

https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2020-07-16/latino-and-black-students-hard-hit-with-disparities-in-their-struggle-with-online-learning?fbclid=IwAR1UdIeY6dK8-iXYBeF7hE0sbpiL7FipwlYYFqpo1anGGmRY-GLCqSVWFVA
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2020-07-16/latino-and-black-students-hard-hit-with-disparities-in-their-struggle-with-online-learning?fbclid=IwAR1UdIeY6dK8-iXYBeF7hE0sbpiL7FipwlYYFqpo1anGGmRY-GLCqSVWFVA
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2020-07-16/latino-and-black-students-hard-hit-with-disparities-in-their-struggle-with-online-learning?fbclid=IwAR1UdIeY6dK8-iXYBeF7hE0sbpiL7FipwlYYFqpo1anGGmRY-GLCqSVWFVA
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2020-07-16/latino-and-black-students-hard-hit-with-disparities-in-their-struggle-with-online-learning?fbclid=IwAR1UdIeY6dK8-iXYBeF7hE0sbpiL7FipwlYYFqpo1anGGmRY-GLCqSVWFVA
https://www.edutopia.org/profile/stephen-merrill
https://www.edutopia.org/profile/stephen-merrill
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https://www.edutopia.org/article/too-much-focus-learning-loss-will-be-historic-
mistake 

10/5 Guiding Questions: How do notions of race and class shape urban schooling?  
 
Yosso, T. J. (2005). Whose culture has capital? A critical race theory discussion of 
community cultural wealth. Race ethnicity and education, 8(1), 69-91. PDF posted 
on Sakai 
 
Carter, P. L. (2003). " Black" cultural capital, status positioning, and schooling 
conflicts for low-income African American youth. Social problems, 50(1), 136-
155. 

10/7 
 

Guiding Question: What kinds of experiences do the children of immigrants and 
refugees (or immigrant and refugee children) have within urban schools? 
 
He, Y., Bettez, S. C., & Levin, B. B. (2017). Imagined community of education: 
Voices from refugees and immigrants. Urban Education, 52(8), 957-985.PDF 
posted on Sakai 
 
Emmanuel, A. (2018, July 11). DACA teacher staves off his own fears while 
helping Chicago’s anxious undocumented students. Chalkbeat. Retrieved from 
https://www.chalkbeat.org/posts/chicago/2018/07/11/daca-teacher-staves-
off-his-own-fears-while-helping-chicagos-anxious-undocumented-students/ 

10/12 DUE: Midterm Exam, 11:55 PM via Sakai 

Part 3: Teachers, Curriculum and Assessment 

10/14 Guiding Question: Who teaches in urban schools and why? 
 
Watson, Dyan. (2011). “Urban, but Not Too Urban”: Unpacking Teachers’ Desires 
to Teach Urban Students. Journal of Teacher Education, 62(1), 23-34. PDF posted 
on Sakai.   
 
Matias, C., & Liou, D. (2015). Tending to the Heart of Communities of Color: 
Towards Critical Race Teacher Activism. Urban Education, 50(5), 601-625.PDF 
posted on Sakai 
 
Kokka, K. (2016). Urban teacher longevity: What keeps teachers of color in one 
under-resourced urban school?. Teaching and Teacher Education, 59, 169-
179.PDF posted on Sakai 

10/19 Guiding Question: How does a person’s social position (race, class, gender, 
occupation, etc) influence the ways they perceive school policy? 
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Ewing, E. (2018). Ghosts in the schoolyard: Racism and school closings on 
Chicago's South side. Chicago, IL: The University of Chicago Press. Chapter 3, 
4,and conclusion  Assigned text 

10/21 Guiding Question: How are urban teachers trained? How should they be?  
 
Matsko, K. K., & Hammerness, K. (2014). Unpacking the “urban” in urban teacher 
education: Making a case for context-specific preparation. Journal of teacher 
education, 65(2), 128-144. PDF posted on Sakai 
 
Margolis, J., Meese, A. A., & Doring, A. (2016). Do Teachers Need Structure or 
Freedom to Effectively Teach Urban Students? A Review of the Educational 
Debate. Education and Urban Society, 48(9), 783-806. PDF posted on Sakai 
 
Visit from Mr. Carlos Ruiz (Teacher)   

10/26 Guiding Question: How do we evaluate teachers? / what are teach held 
accountable for  
 
Darling-Hammond, L., Amrein-Beardsley, A., Haertel, E. & Rothstein, J. (2012). 
Evaluating teacher evaluation. Phi Delta Kappan, 93(6), 8-15. PDF posted on 
Sakai.  
 
Sporte, S. and Jiang, J. (2016). Year 3 Teacher and Administrator Perceptions of  
REACH. Accessible online at 
https://consortium.uchicago.edu/sites/default/files/2018-
10/Teacher%20Evaluation%20in%20Practice-Aug2016-Consortium.pdf 

10/28 Asynchronous session   
 
School Case Study Paper 
 
DUE: School Case Study Paper by 11:59 PM via Sakai 
 

11/2 Guiding Question: What kinds of curriculum do urban students encounter?  
 
Young, M. (2014). Curriculum theory: what it is and why it is 
important. Cadernos de Pesquisa, 44, 190-202. 
  
Gutstein, E. (2013). Whose community is this? The mathematics of 
neighborhood displacement. Rethinking schools, 27(3). Available online at  
http://www.rethinkingschools.org/archive/27_03/27_03_gutstein.shtml  
 
Trust, T. (2020). The 3 biggest remote teaching concerns we need to solve now.   

https://consortium.uchicago.edu/sites/default/files/2018-10/Teacher%20Evaluation%20in%20Practice-Aug2016-Consortium.pdf
https://consortium.uchicago.edu/sites/default/files/2018-10/Teacher%20Evaluation%20in%20Practice-Aug2016-Consortium.pdf
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https://www.edsurge.com/news/2020-04-02-the-3-biggest-remote-teaching-
concerns-we-need-to-solve-now 

11/4 Guiding Question: What is so “high-stakes” about testing in urban districts? 
 
Vasquez Heilig, J., Brewer, T. J., & Ojeda Pedraza, J. (2018). Examining the Myth 
of Accountability, High-Stakes Testing, and the Achievement Gap. Journal of 
Family Strengths, 18(1), 9. Accessible online at 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ijz6aluf07j3on5/Examining%20the%20Myth%20
of%20Accountability.pdf?dl=0 
 
Phillippo, K. (2019). A contest without winners : How students experience 
competitive school choice. University of Minnesota Press, Chapter 5 

Part 4: Urban School Governance and Urban Education Policy 

11/9 Guiding Question: Who is in charge of urban schools, and who ought to be?  
 
 
McGuinn, P. and Manna, P. (2013).  Education governance in America: Who leads 
when everyone is in charge? In P. Manna and P. McGuinn (Eds.), Educational 
governance for the 21st century: Overcoming the structural barriers to school 
reform (Pages 1-8). Washington D.C.: Brookings Institution. PDF posted on Sakai. 
 
McBride, S.(2019,July 03).Chicago school board still giving the public the cold 
shoulder.Chalkbeat. Retrieved from 
https://chicago.suntimes.com/2019/7/3/20681143/chicago-school-board-
still-giving-the-public-the-cold-shoulder 
 
Herman, J. (2013). Top 5 things to know about mayoral control of schools. Center 
for American Progress. accessible online at 
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/education-k-
12/news/2013/03/22/57723/top-5-things-to-know-about-mayoral-control-of-
schools/ 
 

11/11 Guiding Question: Who is in charge of urban schools, and who ought to be?  
 
Chicago will have the largest elected school board of any major U.S. city, 
By Samantha Smylie and Kalyn Belsha ,  Jul 30, 2021 

https://chicago.chalkbeat.org/2021/7/30/22602068/illinois-governor-
approves-elected-chicago-school-board 
 
 

https://www.edsurge.com/news/2020-04-02-the-3-biggest-remote-teaching-concerns-we-need-to-solve-now
https://www.edsurge.com/news/2020-04-02-the-3-biggest-remote-teaching-concerns-we-need-to-solve-now
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ijz6aluf07j3on5/Examining%20the%20Myth%20of%20Accountability.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ijz6aluf07j3on5/Examining%20the%20Myth%20of%20Accountability.pdf?dl=0
https://chicago.suntimes.com/2019/7/3/20681143/chicago-school-board-still-giving-the-public-the-cold-shoulder
https://chicago.suntimes.com/2019/7/3/20681143/chicago-school-board-still-giving-the-public-the-cold-shoulder
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/education-k-12/news/2013/03/22/57723/top-5-things-to-know-about-mayoral-control-of-schools/
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/education-k-12/news/2013/03/22/57723/top-5-things-to-know-about-mayoral-control-of-schools/
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/education-k-12/news/2013/03/22/57723/top-5-things-to-know-about-mayoral-control-of-schools/
https://www.chalkbeat.org/authors/samantha-smylie
https://www.chalkbeat.org/authors/kalyn-belsha
https://chicago.chalkbeat.org/2021/7/30/22602068/illinois-governor-approves-elected-chicago-school-board
https://chicago.chalkbeat.org/2021/7/30/22602068/illinois-governor-approves-elected-chicago-school-board
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Morel, D. (2018). Takeover: Race, education, and American democracy. Oxford 
University Press. Chapters 1 & 5. Sakai 
 
 
DUE: Capital, Economy & Schooling Paper, 11:55 PM on Sakai 
 
DUE: Final Paper Topic, 11:55 PM via Sakai 

11/16 Guiding Question: What is school choice policy? How does it impact urban 
students and districts? 
 
Phillippo, K. (2019). A contest without winners : How students experience 
competitive school choice. University of Minnesota Press, Chapter 1 
 
Bell, C. (2009). All Choices Created Equal? The Role of Choice Sets in the 
Selection of Schools. PDF posted on Sakai.  

11/18 Guiding Question: What is the relationship between school choice and urban 
communities? 
 
Cucchiara, M. (2013). Marketing Schools, Marketing Cities. Chicago, IL: University 
of Chicago, Chapters 4 & 6. Assigned text  

11/23 Guiding Questions: In what ways does urban school reform impact schools?  
 
Cohen, D. & Mehta, J. (2017). Why Reform Sometimes Succeeds: Understanding 
the Conditions That Produce Reforms That Last. American Educational Research 
Journal, 54(4), 644–690. PDF posted on Sakai.  
 
Morel, D. (2018). Takeover: Race, education, and American democracy. Oxford 
University Press. Chapter 6 
 

11/25 NO CLASS – Thanksgiving Break 
 

11/30 Guiding Questions: How do charter schools intersect with the urban school 
landscape? 
 
White, T. (2015). Charter schools: Demystifying Whiteness in a market of “no 
excuses” corporate-styled charter schools. What’s race got to do with it, 121-
145.PDF posted on Sakai. 
 
Darder, A. (2014). Racism and the charter school movement. Truth Out.  PDF 
posted on Sakai.  
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12/2 Guiding Question: What is the role of youth in school policy and practice?   
 
Conner. & Zaino K. (2014). Orchestrating Effective Change: How Youth 
Organizing Influences Education Policy. American Journal of Education, 120(2), 
173–203. https://doi.org/10.1086/674371 PDF posted on Sakai  
Garcia, K. (2020). Chicago youth activists for #CopsOutCPS provide answers to 
questions about police-free school.  
https://thetriibe.com/2020/07/chicago-youth-activists-for-cops-out-cps-
provide-answers-to-questions-about-police-free-schools/ 

12/7  
Guiding Question: What are the implications of philanthropy and fundraising in 
urban education?  
 
Elatagouri,M. (2017, September 1).Chance the Rapper hands out money for arts 
programs at 20 CPS schools. Chicago Tribune. Accessible at 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/breaking/ct-chance-the-rapper-
back-to-school-0902-20170901-story.html 
 
Cucchiara M.(2013). Marketing schools, marketing cities: Who wins and who loses 
when schools become urban amenities. Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press. 
Chapter 7. Assigned text 
 
Brown, A. (2015). Philanthrocapitalism: Race, political spectacle and the 
marketplace of beneficence in a New York City school. what’s race got to do with 
it: How current school reform policies maintain racial and economic inequality, 
147-166.PDF posted on Sakai. 
 

12/9  
DUE: Final Presentations 

12/14 
 
 
 

DUE: Final Presentations 
 
DUE: Final Paper due, 11:59PM via Sakai  
 

  
Have a great Winter break! 

 
 

https://doi.org/10.1086/674371

	Synchronous Meetings
	Student Participation
	Class Conduct
	Student Support
	Special Circumstances--Receiving Assistance

	Too Much Focus on ‘Learning Loss’ Will Be a Historic Mistake, By Stephen Merrill
	Chicago will have the largest elected school board of any major U.S. city, By Samantha Smylie and Kalyn Belsha ,  Jul 30, 2021

